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EVERY DAY IS MEMORIAL DAY—AND EVERY DAY IS VETERANS DAY!! 

If you are reading this article, you are more than likely a veteran or related in some way to a veteran, 
either living or passed.  On Memorial Day, we honor our deceased veterans with time set aside to rec-
ognize the sacrifice made by those who have given their lives so we may live freely; free to vote how we 
choose, free to worship—or not—how we like, free to say what we feel as long as it harms no one else. 

But what about those non-veterans and relatives, how do we get the message across?  Do others out-
side our group really pay attention to this day, or do they take vacations, cook out, gather with friends 
and family, just enjoying the three-day weekend?  What can we do? 

Publications may help.  Newsletters, newspapers, Letters to the Editor, and advertisements in publica-
tions can reach many, hundreds if not thousands of individuals and businesses.  Businesses can pro-
mote Memorial Day specials for veterans, which many do.  Post 13 does an excellent job honoring this 
special day.  By inviting friends and families to attend, the ceremony at Oakland Cemetery is well at-
tended and is often covered by the local newspaper.  

Memorial Day is so much more than a day off of work.  Here is a list of little known facts about the his-
tory of Memorial Day: 

 It was originally called Decoration Day to honor deceased veterans.  Soldiers honor fallen comrades 
by placing flags, wreaths and flowers on their gravesites.  This is how Memorial Day got it’s origi-
nal name of Decoration Day.  Memorial Day became it’s official title in the 1880s, but it wasn’t le-
gally known as Memorial Day until 1967. 

 At the conclusion of the Civil War, the commander and chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
General John A. Logan, called for a holiday to honor fallen soldiers on May 30th of every year. 
However, due to the Uniform Monday Holiday Act, which took effect in 1971, Memorial Day was 
moved to the Last Monday in May so citizens could enjoy three-day weekends.  Today, the Ameri-
can Legion and other groups are working to restore the original date of Memorial Day 
back to May 30th. 

 Not yet President, but a Civil War General and Republican Congressman, James A. 
Garfield addressed a gathering of several thousand people at Arlington National Cem-
etery on May 30, 1868 (Decoration Day) delivering a lengthy speech proclaiming the 
lives of 15,000 men commemorating their death and what it means to the United 
States. 

 According to the website for the City of Waterloo, New York, Congress in 1966 passed 
a resolution naming Waterloo as the official birthplace of Memorial Day.  Other towns 
such as Boalsburg, Pennsylvania also lay claim to the title. 

Source: http://time.com/110697/memorial-day-facts/, Facts By: Samantha Grossman

Memorial Day and what it means... 



 USS Oklahoma Casualties 
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ALL GAVE SOME, SOME GAVE ALL

Left 
to Right: Dennis Boland (National Executive Committeeman), Jim 
Roberts (Past National Commander), Jack Milburn (National Vice 
Commander), Dianne Boland (State of Florida Department Com-

We are all familiar with the fate of the USS Oklahoma.  In the April edition of the Post newsletter, we featured an 
article about the fate of Earl Paul Baum, a 19 year-old sailor onboard the USS Oklahoma, which was docked at Battle-
ship Row in Pearl Harbor.  Baum was among 429 sailors dead or missing during the Japanese attack on December 7, 
1941.  Since the identification of remains from the USS Oklahoma began in 2015, Baum has been added to the list of 
those sailors identified by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency in conjunction with the Department of Veteran 
Affairs.  A full list of identifications as of December 2017 reached 101 (counting Baum) and can be viewed at the website 
listed below. 

During the aftermath of the Pearl Harbor attack, Navy personnel recovered the remains of USS Oklahoma sailors 
and interred them in two cemeteries in Hawaii from December 1941 through June 1944: Halawa and Nu’uanu.  In 
September 1947, the American Graves Registration Service disinterred the remains from the two cemeteries 
transferring them to the Central Identification Laboratory at Schofield Barracks in Hawaii.  “Only 35 men were 
identified out of the 429 killed.  Nearly 400 unidentified remains were buried as Unknowns in 46 plots at the Na-
tional Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, known as the Punchbowl, in Honolulu.”*   

Ray Emory, a Pearl Harbor survivor, began research efforts in 2003 to identify the Unknowns.  “Anthropological 
and DNA evidence have shown that remains are extremely commingled, with at least 95 individuals represented 
in the first disinterred casket based on mitochondrial DNA results, said Dr. Carrie Brown, DPAA Forensic An-
thropologist and USS Oklahoma Team Lead.”

The results of the disinterment of the remains has been over-
whelming and efforts continue today, as was the case with Earl 
Paul Baum.  By reaching out to family and obtaining DNA sam-
ples, many have since been identified and returned to their 
loved ones for proper burial.   

Source: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency/Photo Courtesy of the 
National Park Service

https://www.nps.gov/valr/uss-oklahoma-casualties-identified.htm  

* Quotes from the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency. 

State Commander Dianne 
Boland’s Official Ride 

The Righting of the USS Oklahoma 

Three veterans enjoying  
the Dance Showcase 
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GUARD AGAINST THE IMPOSTURES OF PRETENDED PATRIOTISM - GEORGE WASHINGTON
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COST OF WAR

Dear Members: 

It was an honor to have Florida Commander Dianne Boland (the first female State Commander in 100 years!) in 
attendance at our Post 13 Social April 25th and what a turnout of people!  It was a great atmosphere and a lot of 
socializing.  Commander Boland is not only personable but also really cool.  

May 27th is Memorial Day Observed.  It’s a day when we as veterans, widows of veterans, and friends and spous-
es of those currently serving, take time to be thankful for our veterans who are no longer with us.  As a widow of a 
service member, I can honestly say that this is a very somber day for me and for many others.   

Please keep all of our service members (active, retired, disabled, missing, and those 
laid to rest) in your hearts and prayers - Paula Wilkins
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Soldiers 290,000 

Killed in Action     4,000 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
(1775 - 1784) 

Soldiers 287,000 

Killed in Action     2,000 

WAR OF 1812 
(1812 - 1815) 

Soldiers 106,000 

Killed in Action     1,000 

INDIAN WARS 
(1817 - 1898) 

Soldiers 79,000 

Killed in Action     13,000 

MEXICAN WAR 
(1846 - 1848) 

Union Soldiers 2,213,000 

Union Deaths     364,000 

CIVIL WAR 
(1861 - 1865) 

Confederate 
Soldiers 

1,000,000 

Confederate 
Deaths 

    133,821 

Soldiers 392,000 

Killed in Action     11,000 

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR 
(1898 - 1902) 

Soldiers 4,744,000 

Killed in Action     116,000 

WORLD WAR I 
(1917 - 1918) 

Soldiers 16,535,000 

Killed in Action     406,000 

WORLD WAR II 
(1940 - 1947) 

Soldiers 6,807,000 

Killed in Action     55,000 

KOREAN CONFLICT 
(1950 - 1955) 

Soldiers 9,200,000 

Killed in Action     58,148 

VIETNAM ERA 
(1964 - 1975) 

Soldiers 3,800,000 

Killed in Action     9,000 

GULF WAR 
(1990) 

LEST WE NOT FORGET 

A reader who has kept a copy since we first published it 
in April 1970, has suggested that “lest we forget” the 
following be published again: 

In May of 1919 at Dusseldorf Germany, the Allied Forc-
es obtained a copy of the Communist Rules for Revolu-
tion. Fifty years later the Communists are still follow-
ing these rules: 

A. Corrupt the young, get them away from religion, 
get them interested in sex. Make them superficial, 
destroy their ruggedness. 

B. Get control of all means of publicity thereby: 

1. Get the peoples minds off their government by 
focusing their attention on athletics, sexy 
books and plays and other trivialities. 

2. Divide the people into hostile groups by con-
stantly harping on controversial matters of no 
importance. 

3. Destroy the people’s faith in their natural 
leaders by holding the latter up to contempt, 
ridicule and obloquy. 

4. Always preach true democracy, but seize pow-
er as fast and as ruthlessly as possible. 

5. By encouraging government extravagance, 
destroy its credit, produce fear of inflation 
with rising prices and general discontent. 

6. Foment unnecessary strikes in vital indus-
tries, encourage civil disorders and foster 
lenient and soft attitude on the part of gov-
ernment toward such disorders. 

7. By Specious argument, cause the breakdown 
of the old moral virtues, honesty, sobriety, 
confidence, faith in the pledged word, rugged-
ness. 

C. Cause the registration of all firearms on some pre-
text, with a view towards confiscating them and 
leaving the population helpless. 



Perhaps the saddest yet sweetest brief 
passage of musical notes are the 28 bars 
of the plaintive bugle call known today 
as Taps, used in the military to mark 
flag-lowering at the end of the day, to 
mark “lights out and all to bed” at night, 
and to mark the end of a life at a burial. 

Many words have been written to the 
modern Taps, and the most familiar 
ones readily evoke the notes themselves: 

Day is done, gone the sun 
From the hills, from the lake, 
From the skies, 
All is well, safely rest, 
God is nigh. 
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A MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER 

~SACRIFICES OF MANY ENABLE US TO ENJOY FREEDOM~ 

FROM THE COMMANDER 

POST 13 COMMANDER 

This is to encourage all of you Legionnaires to: 

A. Check your membership card!  Does it say 2019?  It should! 

B. Read the American Legion Magazine—The most recent has excel-
lent articles of how the Legion has always been in a leadership role 
when honoring our fallen veterans: WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, 
Unknown Soldier, etc. 

C. Attend our meetings and celebrations! 

D. Check and see if you can volunteer to help at our Post 13 Home! 

Val Frailey 

As our nation pauses today to remember those in the military who have given their lives for freedoms we enjoy, 
we pray you would have us all look to you for strength, comfort and guidance. 

Be with all who serve in our Armed Forces.  Bless them and their families. 

Grant your loving protection. Let peace prevail among all the nations, O God.  Especially let your mercy rest up-
on our land, even as we acknowledge with thanksgiving your past goodness on this country. 

If it is your will, preserve the lives of the men and women in uniform as they defend our citizenry. 

Most of all, we pray that you would turn the hearts of all - military and civilian - to your Holy Word where we 
find the true peace for our sinful souls that surpasses all understanding.  Keep us repentant of sin.  Move us to 
know, take hold and treasure your saving grace. 

In this peace and hope for eternity, we pray.  Amen. 

- Author Unknown

TAPS

The American Legion Flag & Emblem website, serving veterans, is offering products to commemorate 100 years 
of  the American Legion.  Shirts, hats, pins, jackets, jewelry, coffee mugs and U.S. minted commemorative coins 
are available through this official website.  Special orders for shirts, caps, coins, pins, auto plates, table covers, 
flags, patches, decals, and many more items are available.  Items may be printed using your local Legion family 
name or emblems.  The website will also provide a free quote for special items, including an estimated time of 
delivery with very reasonable prices. 

https://emblem.legion.org/100-Year-Anniversary/products/1269/   

Auxiliary  
Centennial  
Coin

Centennial 
Cap Patch 

Outdoor  
Centennial 
Flag 

Centennial 
Cap 



Hi Ladies, 

Thank you for being members of ALA Unit 13 and for all of the volunteer activities that you do, and 
participate in, to support our Military Families.  We sometimes forget that we are a part of those 
families......so let's remember who we are and support our members, as well.  Please send your 
Prayers for comfort and good health to us all. 

This is also the month to remember all of the military members, including women, who died in ser-
vice and after service.  Some of us have recent memorials, and none of us forget our military family 
and friends who are no longer here.  Be ready for memorials at The Oakland Cemetery, The Nation-
al Cemetery, and other locations throughout our community. 

May is a busy month so mark your calendar and be ready for all of the events.  Executive Committee 
and ALA General Membership Meetings will be May 9th at 6:00pm and 7:00pm in the Hooch. Stand 
Down for At-Risk and Homeless Veterans will be May 17th - May18th at 8:00am at the Fairgrounds.  
The ALA District Two Constitutional Conference will be May 18th at 10:00am Central Time in 
Sneads, Florida.  Post Social will be May 23rd at 6:30pm in the Legion Hall.  ALA Poppy distribu-
tion will be May 24th - 25th from 10:00am - 4:00pm each day at Beall's on Capital Circle. 

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY 
GODSPEED, 
Muriel Alexander Kweyama, 
President, ALA Unit 13
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Auxiliary News 

WE SALUTE OUR VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

"WE ARE ALL IN"  

NORTH FLORIDA HOMELESS / AT-RISK VETERANS 

STAND DOWN

May 17-18, 2019 
North Florida Fairgrounds 

www.tvlc.legal 
Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Saturday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

SERVICES OFFERED DURING THE STAND DOWN

VA Healthcare Screenings Northwood Animal Hospital Services 
Chiropractic Services VA Benefits Counseling & Claims 
FSU/TVLC Legal Services Florida Licensing on Wheels (FLOW) 
2nd Judicial Circuit Veterans Court PanCare Dental 
Assessment for Permanent Housing CareerSource 
FL Baptist Convention Dental Services Health and Wellness Packet 
Bond Healthcare Services Prize Drawing 
Free Star Metro Bus Transportation 5 Free Meals 
Voter Registration Other Community Service 
Free Randazzle Haircuts 

 Veteran status must be verified by presenting a VA healthcare card or a DD-214 with a government issued ID.

All current officers are formally nominated.  

Commander: Val Frailey Historian: Tom Albert 
First-Vice: Ernie Alvarez  Finance Officer: George Walker 
Second-Vice: Vic Hanna Sergeant of Arms: Roger Hewitt 
Third-Vice: Bob Davie Chaplain: Noel Hurst 



MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

MAY    5 CINCO DE MAYO
MAY  12 MOTHER’S DAY 
MAY  23 POST SOCIAL 

SOCIAL 6:00 PM 
PROGRAM 6:30 PM 

MAY  27 MEMORIAL DAY (OBSERVED) 
MAY  30 MEMORIAL DAY  
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I ONLY REGRET THAT I HAVE BUT ONE LIFE TO LOSE FOR MY COUNTRY - NATHAN HALE 

DID YOU KNOW?     

BY John Folsom, Past Commander 

May 9, 1754 – The first American newspaper political cartoon was published. The illustration in Benjamin Franklin’s Penn-
sylvania Gazette showed a snake cut into sections, each part representing an American colony; the caption read, “Join or die.” 

May 9, 1864 – Union General John Sedgwick was shot and killed by a Confederate sharpshooter during fighting at Spotsylva-
nia, Va. His last words before getting hit were “They couldn’t hit an elephant at this distance.” 

May 9, 1916 – President Woodrow Wilson mobilizes the National Guard of Arizona, New Mexico and Texas to patrol their 
borders with Mexico as Brigadier General John J. Pershing led an Army expedition into northern Mexico to try to capture or 
kill the bandit leader Pancho Villa and his group. In March, Villa and his men raided the town of Columbus, NM, killing a 
number of soldiers and civilians before slipping back across the border. Soon these Guardsmen would be joined by Guard units 
coming from all the states for a total 158,000 men. While their main mission was to secure the border, the Army used this par-
tial mobilization to train the Guard in large unit formations that were almost impossible to conduct in normal peacetime exer-
cises for just a few days. This training paid great dividends when America committed its Guardsmen to combat in France after 
our entry into World War I. 

May 10, 1845 – During a celebrated round-the-world tour in 1844-46, the Constitution dropped anchor in the bay outside of 
Tourane, Cochin China (Da Nang, Vietnam). While there, an imprisoned French missionary requested the assistance of the 
ship’s captain, “Mad Jack” Percival. The Americans attempted to negotiate with the Cochin Chinese, to no avail. Frustrated, 
they set sail from Cochin and continued on their course on May 26 without further word about or from 
the missionary, who was eventually retrieved by his own countrymen. 

A number of members of the crew kept detailed journals of the cruise, and one officer even sketched en-
tertaining watercolors of scenes and incidents along the way. Added to official correspondence, the result 
is a well-documented trip. The aforementioned episode stands out above all others. In early May 1845, 
the ship anchored in Touron Bay, Cochin China (now Vietnam). On the second day, Percival received a 
note from a French missionary, Bishop Dominique Lefevere, saying the local authorities had him under 
arrest and condemned him to death. Within an hour, Mad Jack led 80 well-armed men ashore. Percival 
left a letter for the king of Cochin China demanding the bishop's release. To make his point, he returned 
to the ship with three Mandarins held as hostages. The next day, Percival pressed the issue by capturing 
three junks belonging to the king, and moved his warship closer to the local forts. On the following day, 
the prize junks attempted to escape, but were recovered after a brief skirmish. Percival, as well as the Cochin Chinese them-
selves, denied the gunplay resulted in any casualties. Nonetheless, a rumor of fatalities continued into the 20th century when 
the confrontation became known as the first armed intervention by a Western nation against present-day Vietnam. In any 
event, a short while later Lefevere gained his freedom and the French credited the American effort for saving his life. King 
Louis Philippe intended to reward officers and crew. But political turmoil interfered. Since the king "took a hurried journey 
from his capital, no recognition of their services was 
ever received by the American tars." Their compen-
sation went "over the walls of the Tuileries gardens" 
as Louis Philippe escaped to London. 

If you need a definition for the term "American tars" 
ask me at the Post Social. 

JP Folsom
https://tallahasseesantaclaus.com

MEMORIAL DAY PLANS 

The traditional Memorial Day Ceremony will be held at Oakland 
Cemetery, May 27th, at 11:00 am.  The Post will have tents, ta-
bles, chairs, and water available and we encourage families to 
attend.  A guest speaker will be providing the honorary tribute.   

Flags will be placed at each gravesite along with patriotic music 
for all to enjoy.  We want to honor fathers, mothers, sons, daugh-
ters, sisters, aunts, uncles, brothers, husbands, wives, friends, 
and others who have paid the ultimate price. This ceremony pro-
vides an opportunity to say “Thank you”, once again for the sacri-
fices made. 

The ceremony will conclude at 12 noon with Echo Taps. 

This is our chance to say “Thank You” to all who have sacrificed 
for our great country. 
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MAY 2019
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

28 APRIL

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

29

7:30 pm
BALLROOM DANCE 
AND LESSON  
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER

30

7:30 pm
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND
6:30 pm
LESSONS
WITH MICHAEL

1

6:30 pm
SUE BOYD DANCE 
AND LESSONS 

2

7:10 am
TIPS MEETING
12:30 pm
STAND DOWN 2019
3:00 - 5:00 pm
LEGAL CLINIC

3

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

4

5:00 pm-12:00 am
JOHN CARROLL
GRADUATION 
PARTY

5

7:00 pm
GLORY BOUND 
GOSPEL SING 

6

7:30 pm
BALLROOM DANCE 
AND LESSON  
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER

7

7:30 pm
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND
6:30 pm
LESSONS WITH
MICHAEL

8

6:30 pm
SUE BOYD DANCE 
AND LESSONS 

9
7:10 am
TIPS Meeting
3:00 - 5:00 pm
Legal Clinic
6:30 pm
Executive Board Meeting
7:30 pm
General Membership
Meeting

10

5:00 pm - 11:00 pm
TMH IDOL
OPEN TO PUBLIC

11

11:00 am-3:00 pm
RICKARDS HIGH 
SCHOOL BAND

12

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

13

7:30 pm
BALLROOM DANCE 
AND LESSON  
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER

14

7:30 pm
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND
6:30 pm
LESSONS WITH
MICHAEL

15

6:30 pm
SUE BOYD DANCE 
AND LESSONS 

16

7:10 am
TIPS MEETING
12:30 pm
STAND DOWN 2019
3:00 - 5:00 pm
LEGAL CLINIC

17
8:00 am-5:00 pm
VETERANS 
STAND DOWN
NORTH FLORIDA 
FAIRGROUNDS
8:00 pm
CROOKED SHOOZ 
BAND

18

8:00 am-1:00 pm
VETERANS 
STAND DOWN
NORTH FLORIDA 
FAIRGROUNDS

19

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

20

7:30 pm
BALLROOM DANCE 
AND LESSON  
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER

21

7:30 pm
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND
6:30 pm
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL

22

6:30 pm
SUE BOYD DANCE 
AND LESSONS 

23

7:10 am
TIPS MEETING
3:00 - 5:00 pm
LEGAL CLINIC
6:30 pm
POST SOCIAL

24

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

25

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

26

5:00 - 9:00 PM
NISHIMOTO 
25TH ANNIVER-
SARY PARTY

27

11:00 am 
MEMORIAL DAY 
OBSERVED
CEREMONY AT 
OAKLAND CEMETERY

28

7:30 pm
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND
6:30 pm
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL

29

6:30 pm
SUE BOYD DANCE 
AND LESSONS 

30

7:10 am
TIPS MEETING
3:00 - 5:00 pm
LEGAL CLINIC

MEMORIAL DAY

31

8:00 - 11:30 pm
NAUGAHYDE
PARK BAND

1 JUNE

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878
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229 Lake Ella Drive
Tallahassee, Florida 32303

Mailing Address:
American Legion, 
Sauls-Bridges Post #13 
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Tallahassee, FL 32315-8028
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Web:   FloridaLegionPost13.org
Email: amlegp13@gmail.com
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Newsletter will be  

MAY 10th at 5:00pm 

Newsletter items can be submitted three ways:  (1) 
Place in the Newsletter Box in the Post 13 office  (2) 
Mail to the return address above, or (3) Submit (with a 
subject line) to the Post’s Newsletter Email Address:  
(Please Note this is a NEW email address and 
should be used for NEWSLETTER communica-
tion only.)

All Articles published require the Commander’s approval.  

 PLEASE NOTE:
Post General Membership Business Meetings are held  on 

the 2ND Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm. 
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