
I know all of you, being veterans and relatives or spouses of veterans, are very familiar with the historical aspect 
of the attack on Pearl Harbor.  But did you know there are four (4) historic sites worth visiting?  The USS Arizona
Memorial, Battleship Missouri Memorial, USS Bowfin Submarine Museum & Park, and the Pearl Harbor Aviation 
Museum.  Even if you can’t get to Pearl Harbor, you can read about some of the most intriguing sites paying hom-
age to our veterans.  Contributions and photos by: http/:www.pearlharborhistoricsites.org/.
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EVERY DAY IS MEMORIAL DAY—AND EVERY DAY IS VETERANS DAY!! 

HISTORIC SITES AT PEARL HARBOR

Battleship Missouri Memorial 
Built by shipyard workers at Brooklyn’s New York Navy Yard, the Battleship Mis-
souri was launched on January 29, 1944 and commissioned by Capt. William M. Cal-
laghan on June 11, 1944. 

The Battleship Missouri weighs over 58,000 tons and measures just under 900 feet 
from bow to stern.  Nicknamed the “Mighty Mo”, it was the last American battleship 
ever built and the last to be decommissioned.  The Japanese surrendered on the deck 
of the Missouri which brought World War II to an end. 

USS Arizona Memorial    
The USS Arizona Memorial is built over the remains of the sunken battleship. It is 
the final resting place for many of the 1,177 crewmen killed on December 7, 1941 
when their ship was bombed by Japanese Naval Forces while stationed at Pearl Har-
bor.  

It was built in Pennsylvania for the United States Navy in the mid-1910s. Named in 
honor of the 48th state's recent admission into the union, the ship was the second 
and last of the Pennsylvania class of "super-dreadnought" battleships.  

USS Bowfin Submarine Museum & Park 
During the same month as the attack on Pearl Harbor, and wasting no time, 

the Portsmouth Navy Yard was given the order to start construction on the 
new Balao-class fleet submarines on December 15, 1941. The USS Bowfin was 
the third such submarine and was a member of the class of submarines which 

contributed the most to World War II. Around 265 of these submarines were 
ordered and more than 119 completed from 1942 to 1945.  The USS Bowfin 

was engaged in nine war patrols in the Pacific between 1943 and 1945.   

Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum 
There are over 50 aircraft, along with personal effects from soldiers, marines, 

airmen and support personnel spanning World War II through the Korean 
and Vietnam Wars.  Also on display are modern aircraft such as the F-14,  

F-15 and F-16.  Hanger 37 houses a 200-seat theater that provides a 5-minute 
presentation covering the exhibits and history of the museum.  From there 

move to Hangar 79, a “80,000 square foot hangar featuring blue glass windows 
still riddled with bullet holes left by the December 7, 1941 attack”.  During 

WWII, this hangar was a maintenance and engine repair facility, now referred 
to as Lt. Ted Shealy’s Restoration Shop.   



VETERANS DAY PARADE 2019 

PAGE 2 SAULS-BRI DGES AME RICAN LEGION POST 1 3 NE WS V OLUM E 69,  ISSU E 12 

"CHRISTMAS ISN’T A SEASON. IT’S A FEELING." -- EDNA FERBER

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR  

Dear Members: 

Wow!  Has this year flown by!  I have officially been your Post 13 newsletter editor since November 2018.  I have had so much 
fun writing and letting my creative side show, along with getting the opportunity to work with and get to know many members 
of our Post.   

Please if you have any comments or questions, or if you would like to write an article for the newsletter regarding the happen-
ings at the Legion, please send it to me.  If you’ve noticed, we had to increase the number of pages to provide our members with 
all the content I’ve received from you.  Special thanks to those who work hard to help me in this area, including Vic Hanna, 
John Folsom, Commander Val Frailey, Maria Renzulli, Sharon Courey, Auxiliary President Muriel Kweyama, and Gina 
Mikesell.  When you see them, thank them! 

And because it’s the season and beyond, please count your blessings and remember to give of your prayers, presence, gifts and 
services (an old United Methodist adage).  As always, thank you for being a member! - Paula Wilkins

Thanks to Tom Albert for the pictures! 
I’m looking for more! 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

SAULS-BRIDGES POST 13 TALLAHASSEE FLORIDA 

FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY 

Date: January 26 2020 

Time: 1:30 pm till done, usually about 2 hours 

Where: Jimmy Steel's on Aenon Church Road (corner of 
Dome Level ) about the 900 block. Turn at the driveway by 
the pond.  

Contact John Folsom for more information @ 850-508-6417 



PAGE 3 

"A GOOD CONSCIENCE IS A CONTINUAL CHRISTMAS." -- BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
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An American Hero...Meet Johnnie P. Stephens, Jr.

Johnnie Perry Stephens, Jr. died early morning on April 22, 1969.  U.S. Army Lieutenant Ste-
phens, age 23, was leading his platoon in a “search and clear” mission near the village of Duc 
Tan, located in northern South Vietnam, when he was killed by enemy fire.  An ending to the 
life of a very special man and one of Florida State University’s most overachieving athletes. 

Johnnie Stephens was born on November 6, 1945 in Starkville, Mississippi.  Johnnie’s father 
was a civil service radio communicator which brought the Stephens family first to Tallahassee 
when Johnnie was 1 year-old, then after a brief 5-year stint in Pensacola, saw the family mov-
ing back to Tallahassee when Johnnie was 7, permanently.  The family consisted of Johnnie Sr., 
Mother Dorothy, Johnnie, Jr. and three sisters.  As an old-fashioned family, Mrs. Stephens was 
a stay-at-home mom who became “mama” to many of Johnnie’s friends and teammates.   

Stephens became an outstanding team player as early as middle school, playing three sports: baseball, basketball, and 
football. As the consummate “team player”, Johnnie became one of the best athletes in the Tallahassee area.  While 
playing football at Leon High School, Johnnie was a center on offense and a linebacker on defense.  He was also the 
team’s long snapper, practicing every day after football practice.  He was noted by his coaches and teammates as being 
a really tough guy, able to play through notable injuries such as a severe cut above his eye leading his coach to take him 
out of the game to go get stitches.  Johnnie was named Florida Big Bend region’s “lineman of the year” as well as its 
first team center.  His high school teammates also voted him to receive the Tallahassee Quarterback Club’s Sportsman 
Award which was awarded to one outstanding player from each high school team in the Tallahassee area during each 
year.  As a catcher on his high school baseball team, he was selected as the team’s most valuable player. 

After being recruited by the likes of University of Mississippi and the University of Alabama (where he roomed with Joe 
Namath over a weekend), he followed his heart to Florida State University.  He entered the university in the fall of 
1963, playing on the freshman team.  He later played in every game beginning in the 1964 season as the backup center 
and the team’s long snapper, never once mishandling the ball at either position. 

In 1964 football rules changed and under head coach Bill Peterson, FSU implemented a pro-style passing offense.  The 
new offense catapulted FSU to the winner’s circle capped off by a win in the prestigious Gator Bowl against Oklahoma.  
In 1965, Stephens became the starter at center and managed to play every single down of offense that year.  Although 
FSU had a losing season, they still managed a few notable wins.  Johnnie served as team captain multiple times 
throughout the 1966 season.  In 1967, Stephens married his high school sweetheart, Sally.  Graduating before Johnnie, 
Sally took a job teaching at Carrabelle High School.  Johnnie proceeded do his internship as an industrial arts teacher 
and assistant football coach also at Carrabelle High School. 

After graduating in 1968, Stephens was offered a coaching position as a graduate assistant.  But having graduated from 
FSU and completing his Reserve Officers Training Program at college both on the same day, he was designated as a 
“Distinguished Military Graduate” and commissioned as a second lieutenant in the United States Army.  Johnnie felt 
he should honor his military commitment and completed a short training program in Panama.  He was sent to Vietnam 
to serve as platoon leader.  In just a little over 2 months, he would be gone.  Lt. Stephens took a position among the first 
front guys during a patrol.  Walking uphill and rounding a curve in the road, they came under heavy enemy fire.  Ste-
phens was killed instantly and three of the other four soldiers with him died in-route or at the hospital.   

In 1969 Carrabelle High School dedicated their football season to Stephens.  During the same year, the school also es-
tablished the John Stephens Award which is given to the most outstanding Carrabelle football player.  And in 1989, 
Stephens was posthumously inducted into the Leon High School Football Hall of Fame. 

Posthumously, United States Lieutenant Johnnie P. Stephens, Jr. was awarded the Purple Heart along with the Bronze 
Star, the Gallantry Cross with palm, as well as the national defense and Vietnam service medals. 

By Jim Joanos, December 2003 
This was originally printed in the December, 2003 Seminole Boosters Report To Boosters newspaper.  

On a side note, if you would like to read the entire article please email me at  aml13newsletter@gmail.com and I will be 
happy to send you an electronic version of the full story.  It is well worth the read! 

V OLUM E 69,  ISSU E 12 
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~SACRIFICES OF MANY ENABLE US TO ENJOY FREEDOM~ 

POST 13 SOCIAL MOMENTS 

HALLOWEEN DANCE WITH THE 
TALLAHASSEE SWING BAND 

Congratulate our  
Costume Winners:  

Cherie (Flapper) and  
Art (Snake Charmer) 



While the Battle of the Bulge was already underway, General George S. Patton, Jr. 
ordered a prayer to be written for clearer weather in order to overcome the German 
enemy.  The order was given to Chaplain O’Neill on December 14, 1944.  Chaplain 
O’Neill told the General that it wasn’t such a good thing to do, meaning asking for 
better weather to kill men, but as was General Patton’s style he replied, “Chaplain, 
are you teaching me theology or are you the Chaplain of the Third Army?  I want a 
prayer.”  The General got his prayer and each member of the Third Army (around 
250,000 soldiers) received a card on December 22, 1944 with the following prayer: 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we humbly beseech Thee, of Thy great goodness, 
to restrain these immoderate rains with which we have had to contend.  Grant us 
fair weather for Battle. Graciously hearken to us as soldiers who call upon Thee 
that, armed with Thy power, we may advance from victory to victory, and crush the 
oppression and wickedness of our enemies and establish Thy justice among men and 
nations.

At this time, men serving under the General convinced him to include a Christmas 
greeting to the troops.  Patton sat down and penned the following personal message 
that appeared on the back of the prayer card: 

To each officer and soldier in the Third United States Army, I wish a Merry Christmas.  I have full confidence in 
your courage, devotion to duty, and skill in battle.  May God’s blessing rest upon each of you on this Christmas 
Day. 

G. S. Patton, Jr. 
Lieutenant General 
Commanding, Third United States Army 

The next day, the weather remained clear for the following six days while the Third Army continued their north-
ward trek to relieve the 101st Airborne at Bastogne. 

Patton sent for the Chaplain congratulating him on his powerful praying.  “Chaplain, you’re the most popular 
man in this Headquarters. You sure stand in good with the Lord and the soldiers.”  Chaplain O’Neill then re-
ceived the Bronze Star Medal.

On Christmas Day, General Patton managed to provide turkey to every soldier under his command.  Those in the 
front line had turkey sandwiches while all others had hot turkey. 

Author, Scott Manning
American Military Historian 

https://evanskaren.wordpress.com/2017/12/25/pattons-prayer/ 
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  A Christmas Prayer from General George S. Patton, Jr. 

“CHRISTMAS, MY CHILD, IS LOVE IN ACTION.” ~ DALE EVANS 
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HONOR FLIGHT UPCOMING EVENTS

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events and help us sponsor such a worthy cause for our veterans! 

Upcoming Events: 

December 5th—Honor Flight Tallahassee 7th Annual Reunion for all Veterans and Guardians who have gone on 1-7 trips to 
Washington D.C. Dinner will be served at 5:30 pm at the National Guard Armory. There will be announcements and a guest 
speaker. Dinner is free! 

December 17th—Marvin Goldstein will perform a concert at the TCC Auditorium to benefit Honor Flight Tallahassee begin-
ning at 6:00 pm. A collection will be taken during the concert for our Honor Flight Tallahassee upcoming flight.  

April 18, 2020—8th Annual Honor Flight Tallahassee Trip to Washington, D.C. for Veterans and Guardians. Meet at Flight 
Line Hangar at the Airport at 5:00 am. Flight will return at approximately 9:30 pm. 

General George S. Patton, Jr. 
Lieutenant General  

Commanding, Third U.S. Army 



DO YOU KNOW 
THESE PEOPLE? 

LtoR: 

Rose Chapman 
Edmond Stearman 
Sandra White 

All three are regular 
attendees at the Tues-
day night dances with 
the Tallahassee Swing 
Band. 

THE WALL OF FACES 

The following website is an on-line version of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. with a personal 
memorial written for each American military casualty of the 
Vietnam  War.  The memorial pages have photographs and 
personal tributes sent by relatives and friends.  The Vietnam 
Memorial still needs 435 missing photos to finish the Wall.    

www.virtualwall.org  
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More Trivia...  

"Chill December brings the sleet, Blazing fire, and Christmas treat."-- Sara Coleridge 

7 FACTS ABOUT MISTLETOE 

1. Mistletoe is a parasite. It attaches itself to trees, plants and 
shrubs, stealing their nutrients and water. It can weaken or 
disfigure the host plant, even eventually killing it. 

2. Mistletoe is hard to get rid of. Once a tree or shrub is infect-
ed, it is difficult if not impossible to remove. When the seeds 
take hold, they grow through the bark, invading the tissues and 
branches of the tree. You must remove an infected branch or 
limb in its entirety. 

3. Mistletoe is poisonous. Eating any part of the plant can cause 
drowsiness, blurred vision, diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, weak-
ness and seizures. The poisonous ingredient is called phoratoxin 
and is found in all parts of the plant. 

4. Mistletoe has medicinal properties. Europeans have used it 
for centuries to treat seizures, headaches, infertility, hyperten-
sion and arthritis, and in some cases, even cancer. 

5. Mistletoe is a desert plant. This plant grows in most regions 
all over the world, but thrives in the Southwest deserts of Amer-
ica, attaching itself to palo verde, mesquite, juniper, pine and 
other trees. 

6. Mistletoe comes in different forms. Broadleaf mistletoes 
have green stems with oval shaped leaves and small, sticky, 
whitish berries. Dwarf mistletoes are smaller, with scaly yellow 
or orange leaves. Some have no leaves and resemble a dense 
bundle of twigs stuck in the branches of another tree. 

7. Mistletoe goes by different names. Mistletoe is known as 
birdlime, all-heal, golden bough, drudenfuss, iscador and devil’s 
fuge. 

 https://www.cbsnews.com/news/7-surprising-facts-about-mistletoe/  
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A CHRISTMAS PRAYER FOR VETERANS

Dear Lord, 

I give thanks to you for our brave men and women in uniform. 
I pray that you would comfort them during this Christmas season. 
Lift them up above their circumstances and situations. 
Refresh them and strengthen them as they seek to courageously serve their country. 
Provide them with times of supernatural blessings to help them deal with the emotional pain of being 
far away from loved ones this Christmas. 
Lord, surround their loved ones with a supernatural ability to deal with the empty chair at their holi-
day table.  
May each soldier and each loved one feel your loving arms around them bringing comfort during this 
Christmas season. 
Amen. 

Copyright © 2014 Beth McLendon of Inspirational-Prayers.com 



Hi Ladies, 

    Year has ended and it's time for us to complete reports and narratives for our pro-
grams.  Units will also be busy amending their Constitution and Bylaws and Standing Rules 
to reflect the Department changes for membership (male spouses of Female Veterans) and the 
inclusion of all wars to be eligible for membership.  

    ALA Unit 13 projects for the Holidays will be donations to organizations providing service 
and support to military families, children and youth, Female Veterans, and the community. 
Let us continue with "Service not Self" as we enter the new year. 

    Mark your calendar for the ALA Executive Committee and General Membership meetings 
on December 12, 2019 in Hooch at 6:00pm and 7:00pm.  We will not have a Post Social in the 
month of December. 

                          HAPPY AND BLESSED HOLIDAYS

Prayers and Godspeed Always 
Muriel A. Kweyama, 
President ALA Unit 13 
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Auxiliary News 

WE SALUTE OUR VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

"Florida, American Legion Auxiliary Strong"  

FROM THE COMMANDER 

POST 13 COMMANDER 

Hello Fellow Legionnaires! 

Another Veterans Day Breakfast and Parade com-
pleted...and kudos to all involved, especially our 
County “Welcome Home” sponsors along with 
George Michael Harrison, Fred Lee, the local Le-
gal Help (judges and aids) plus so many others.  
The event was better than any before. 

Make your plans to join us for our New Years Eve 
Party featuring the RockitZ Band!  If you haven’t 
heard them, they really are good.  Come join us 
for a fun evening to ring in the New Year.   

Looking forward to Thanksgiving and a Merry 
Christmas—Val Frailey 

5 REASONS TO SUPPORT  
THE U.S. NATIONAL GUARD 

It’s the oldest military force in the U.S. 
Formed in 1636 to protect British colonies. It’s 
older than the U.S. Army which wasn’t creat-
ed until the Revolutionary War. 

There is only one U.S. territory without a 
National Guard Unit. American Samoa. 

Members have a famous nickname. Dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, units were called 
Minutemen because they responded so quick-
ly. 

It’s America’s second largest militia 
force. U.S. Army is number one. 

The National Guard plays a role in our 
security. They have had an active role in eve-
ry U.S. war since 1936. 

https://nationaltoday.com/u-s-national-guard-birthday/  



December 16: 

1689– English Parliament adopted a Bill of Rights after Glorious Revolution. The Bill of Rights included a right 
to bear arms.  

1915– Albert Einstein published his “General Theory of Relativity.” In 2000 David Bodanis authored “E=MC²: A 
Biography of the World’s Most Famous Equation.”  

1961– Operation Farm Gate aircraft are authorized to fly combat missions, provided a Vietnamese crew member 
is aboard. Because the 1954 Geneva Agreements prohibit the introduction of bombers into Indochina, US B-26 
and SC-47 bombers are redesigned as “reconnaissance bombers.” 

November and December 2007 to present: 

Many of my readers know that along with my other bearded brothers I portray Santa during the holiday season. 
This month it would be my pleasure to share a few stories from the last 11 years as a mall Santa. 

How many kids would sit on my lap during the Christmas Season? About 9000. 

Have I ever been peed on? No, but once I put a towel in my lap for a little girl who couldn't hold it while waiting in 
line. 

The oldest that I know of to sit “on” my lap was a 101 year old man. At 102 is was too weak to come see me. 

Once I had five generations of the same family sit on my knee, one at a time. The great-great grandmother, great 
grandmother, grandmother, mother, and of course the baby boy. 

There have been at least three wedding proposals. 

I was allowed to do a surprise introduction for three kids to their father when he returned from a tour in Afghani-
stan. 

In Dothan there was a family that visited every year for pictures. The last year they came in with a picture of one 
of the sons who had died. I held the picture while they stood around and we had a picture taken. 

My first year at the Tallahassee Mall there was a boy and girl waiting to approach, their Grandmother came first 
and said “I want to let you know that their parents died last week in a car accident.” It was a blessing from the 
Lord above that guided me through that visit. 

Then there is a kid like this in every bunch, “Santa I saw you in Miami, and when we stopped in Gainesville I saw 
you at the mall. Now here in Dothan I see you, which one is the real Santa”?  WHAT WOULD YOU SAY? 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

DEC    1   CIVIL AIR PATROL BIRTHDAY 
DEC    7   PEARL HARBOR DAY 
DEC  13  U.S. NATIONAL GUARD 

 BIRTHDAY
DEC  25  CHRISTMAS DAY 
DEC  31  NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE 

 WITH THE ROCKITZ BAND  
 8:00 PM—1:00 AM 
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“The smells of Christmas are the smells of childhood.” ~ Richard Paul Evans 

DID YOU KNOW?     

BY John Folsom, Past Commander 

www.eventbrite.com 
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T
o B

ook your E
vent at the P

ost, please call 850-284-6967.  W
e do not m

aintain regular office hours.  A
ll services perform

ed here are volunteer hours.  G
enerally, the office is open from

 N
oon 

until late afternoon.  If you m
ust leave a m

essage, please m
ake certain to leave your area code as part of your telephone num

ber. 

DECEMBER 2019
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1  DECEMBER

CIVIL AIR 
PATROL 
BIRTHDAY

2

7:30 pm
BALLROOM DANCE 
AND LESSON  
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER

3

7:30 pm
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND
6:30 pm
LESSONS WITH
MICHAEL

4

6:30 pm
SUE BOYD DANCE 
AND LESSONS 

5

7:10 am
TIPS MEETING
3:00 - 5:00 pm
LEGAL CLINIC

6

8:00 - 11:30 pm
NAUGAHYDE PARK 
BAND
OPEN TO PUBLIC

7

CENTER POINTE
CHRISTMAS 
PARTY
PRIVATE EVENT

8

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

9

7:30 pm
BALLROOM DANCE 
AND LESSON  
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER

10

7:30 pm
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND
6:30 pm
LESSONS WITH
MICHAEL

11

NO DANCE

12

7:10 am
TIPS Meeting
3:00 - 5:00 pm
Legal Clinic
6:30 pm
Executive Board Meeting
7:30 pm
General Membership

13

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

NATIONAL 
GUARD 
BIRTHDAY

14

7:00 -12:00 pm
SANDRA LILLY
CHRISTMAS 
BALL
PRIVATE EVENT

15

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

16

7:30 pm
BALLROOM DANCE 
AND LESSON  
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER

17

CHRISTMAS 
DANCE
7:30 pm
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND
6:30 pm
LESSONS WITH
MICHAEL

18

NO DANCE

19

7:10 am
TIPS MEETING
3:00 - 5:00 pm
LEGAL CLINIC

20

8:00 - 11:30 pm
Lil GRIZZLY BAND
HOLIDAY PARTY
OPEN TO PUBLIC

21

3:30 - 10:00 pm
JAN BARNES
90TH BIRTHDAY 
PARTY
PRIVATE EVENT

22

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

23

7:30 pm
BALLROOM DANCE 
AND LESSON  
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER

24

NO DANCE

25

CHRISTMAS DAY

26

7:10 am
TIPS MEETING
3:00 - 5:00 pm
LEGAL CLINIC

NO POST SOCIAL

27

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

28

60TH BIRTHDAY 
FOR JANICE 
WHITAKER 60TH 
PRIVATE EVENT

29

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

30

NO DANCE

31

9:00 pm
NEW YEAR’S EVE
DANCE WITHTHE 
ROCKITZ BAND

1  JANUARY

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
HALL CLOSED

2

7:10 am
TIPS MEETING
3:00 - 5:00 pm
LEGAL CLINIC

3

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878

4

HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967 
OR 443-1878
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