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250th Anniversary

»

t was 250 years ago, in 1776 with the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, that
America was born. The United States will be celebrating its Semiquincentennial.

“That Declaration and that pledge were the beginning of the most significant
political event in the history of the world, the American Revolution.”
Marco Rubio
Secretary of State

“Task Force 250 was established by Executive Order of the President to mobilize all the federal
agencies in support of the 250th anniversary and to coordinate related presidential initiatives
connected to the Semiquincentennial.”

Task Force 250 has led to the committee Freedom 250, which will be responsible for the grow-
ing number of events planned at the National Mall in Washington D.C., running from June 25
through July 4.

Nothing says America like a nationwide celebration!

250 years ago an idea was born. Everyday people of the new world came together in back
rooms, barns, and clandestine locations to put forth a plan for a free country we could call our
own. Free from taxes that went overseas, free to choose our government, free to worship with-
out recriminations. That is America!

Benjamin Franklin, often referred to as the first diplomat, contacted other countries such as
Spain and France, to help in our freedom initiative, truly making the American Revolution a
global cause.

The people of the free world came together to create the most powerful nation in the world.
They expanded westward and northward establishing railroads, cities, industry and scientific
innovation. And we haven’t stopped.

“Task Force 250 invites citizens to have a renewed love of American history, experience the
beauty of our country, and ignite a spirit of adventure and innovation that will raise our nation
to new heights over the next 250 years.”

Remember what a great country we have and honor this special birth of our nation. Partici-
pate in your local events to show your allegiance to our great nation!

https://america250.org/presidential-initiatives/ https://www.state.gov/freedom-250

EVERY DAY IS MEMORIAL DAY—AND EVERY DAY IS VETERANS DAY!!
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Commander’s Thoughts
Submitted by Dennis Hall, Commander Post 13

As the 2025 — 2026 Post year is quickly coming to a close, I would be re-
mised if I didn’t take the time to say “thank you” to the Executive Commit-
tee for their support and help throughout the year. The Past Commanders
have shared their wisdom and experience with me and have been with me
throughout the year as well. We have great leadership within the Executive
Committee and all have went beyond their position responsibilities to help
the Post move forward. To each one, “thank you”. Through their efforts the
Post was recognized for several of its accomplishments.

Under the First Vice Commander Andre Rosedale leadership and hard work, the 2026 renewal rate
was at 108.10 per cent, as I wrote this on June 7, 2026. Congratulations Andre on a banner year.
Unfortunately, Andre will not be returning as First Vice, due to high demands of his professional
duties and responsibilities. Great success to Andre in his future endeavors. Ken Riley will be the
First Vice Commander following his installation at the June Social on June 25.

Second Vice Commander Ed Rodriguez demonstrated his past experience in Purchasing when em-
ployed with the City of Tallahassee. Ed brought the ability to write the standards and expecta-
tions to the vendors the Post wanted to do business with. He also has set up a routine mainte-
nance schedule for the building, grounds, and equipment. He oversaw several projects from writ-
ing the scope of the project, to acquiring bids, determining the vendor that best fit the needs of the
project and oversaw the work, and made suggestions during the work phase of the project. I am
happy to report that Ed will remain on the Executive Committee as the Second Vice Commander
for 2026-2027.

Third Vice Commander Larry Clayton was responsible for our Post Socials and did an excellent job
of making the Socials a better experience and having more members and their families attend.
Larry is stepping down after two years on the Executive Committee to put more time into his other
interests. We will miss him on the Executive Committee. Doug Marsh will be the next Third Vice
Commander and brings a lot of experience to the position. We have changed the responsibilities to
include any major event the Post will have in the coming year: for example, the Veterans Day
Breakfast, January Chili Cook-off, etc.

Post Chaplain John Folsom did a great job as our Chaplain. He has provided several suggestions
and shared his American Legion knowledge with me, was the Chairman of the Nominating Com-
mittee, and served on the By-Laws Revision Committee. John had outstanding Four Chaplains
and Post Everlasting Services. Due to health concerns, John will not return as Post Chaplain, but
will remain District 2 Chaplain.

Post Historian Steve Shaffer became a member last August and immediately indicated his desire
to be the historian of the Post. He enjoys history by writing and providing interpretative history
from time to time. He was nominated and voted into the position. Steve has done an excellent job
as historian. His first article, 100 Years of Service, was published in the Tallahassee Democrat and
republished in USA Today. The article gave the Post great publicity. The article was later award-
ed the American Legion Media and Communications national winner for the category size for our
post. Steve is also a member of the IT Committee and has a wealth of knowledge in fire and securi-
ty systems. Steve will continue as the Post Historian.

Continued next page...

“In the truest sense, freedom cannot be bestowed; it must be achieved.” ~ Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Commander’s Thoughts continued

Post Finance Officer Will Fisch continued serving as the Finance Officer from the previous year. Will is
a CPA and very knowledgeable in preparing financial statements and completing the Post’s very ex-
hausting tax returns. His knowledge and expertise in public accounting provides the Post with a great
in-house asset. Will also chaired the By-Laws Committee during the year and has helped to streamline
our by-laws to make them easier to read and understand by the Post members. I am happy to say that
Will is continuing as the Post Finance Officer for another year.

SAL Member Rodney Nash is not a member of the Executive Committee, but has the title Assistant Fi-
nance Officer. Rodney assists our Finance Officer Will Fisch by doing the day by day duties of paying
invoices, making deposits, and other routine accounting tasks. His diligence enables the Finance Of-
ficer to have more time in preparing the financial documents in a timely manner. Rodney has agreed to
continue as the Assistant Finance Officer for the 2026-2027 year. Thank you, Rodney, for your contin-
ued commitment to the Post.

Post 13 Sergeant-At-Arms Debbie Mann became the Post SAA at the beginning of the 2025-2026 fiscal
year. Debbie was also the District 2 ALA President during the same time. She is an active member of
the Big Bend Honor Guard, volunteers with the VA Clinic each Tuesday as a Veteran Service Officer,
volunteers with the Red Cross during natural disasters, and a host of other volunteer duties with other
Veteran Service Organizations. Debbie will be returning for the 2026-2027 fiscal year as the Post SAA.

At the beginning of the 2025-2026 fiscal year, the Post Adjutant Position was vacant. It remained va-
cant until Shirley Combass attended the August Post Business Meeting. She approached me at the end
of the meeting and said she would volunteer to be the Post Adjutant. The Post Adjutant is an appoint-
ed position by the Commander with approval by the Executive Committee. I recommended her for the
position and she was approved by the Executive Committee. Shirley brought her experience from her
US Army career that spanned 30 years and immediately made a positive impact on the Executive Com-
mittee and to the Post. She demonstrates a high degree of professionalism, an attention to detail, and
1s very time conscious of deadlines. Shirley was the Speaker for our 2026 Memorial Day Service and
her remarks informed everyone present of the high degree of proficiency women in the military demon-
strate. She received a well-deserved “standing ovation” at the conclusion of her speech. We are all for-
tunate to have Shirley returning again as our Post Adjutant.

As you can read, I was very fortunate to have a very good Executive Committee my first year as the
Post Commander. I am happy to have an equally good EC to begin our new year together!

The Support Our Post (SOP) campaign to raise $25,000.00 in one year was off to a fast start. In the
first week, we raised over $ 7100.00. Thanks to all of you who could and did donate. If you didn’t and
you are led, why not give today?

Lastly, the Post will host a great 250 year celebration on Saturday, July 4. Festivities will begin at
11:00 a.m., and conclude at 3:00 p.m. There will be plenty of food and entertainment. Admission, food,
and entertainment are free to all who attend. We hope you and your family will plan to attend and
bring an extra family with you. It will be a great time! Red, White, Blue, and YOU! I look forward to
having a fantastic time with you!

Thank you for another year to serve you as your Post Commander. Thank you for all you do for our vet-
erans.

Best regards, “For God and Country”

Dennis Hall, Commander, Post 13

“Ask not what your country can do for you—ask what you can do for your country.” ~ John F. Kennedy
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ACCORDING TO CHARLES LECROY
PART 3: THE CITY OF BRUNDIDGE:
CIRCA 1935 TO THE END OF WWII

]In the small town of Brundidge and the surrounding unincorporated
areas, the population was about 3,200 folks. The town had one
Traffic Signal, two Peanut Butter Mills, two Saw Mills, two Cotton
Gins, two Banks and a Variety Store. There was one Theater com-
monly known as the “show,” a nice Café in the middle of town, and
two Barbers with the cost of $.25 a haircut. My Mother cut many
heads of hair, with handheld squeeze clippers on our front porch at no
cost for relatives and friends, including myself, until I joined the Air
Force, June 1947.

Robert and Mattie Lee Godwin arrived in Brundidge in 1938. Robert was a pillar of the
community, successful businessman and went on to serve as mayor over forty years.
Miss Mattie Lee went on to live to be 100 and celebrated that special day September 21,
2013.

During WWII, no additional traffic light was added to town, although a few years after
WWII, a yellow caution light was installed on the north side of town. Of course the
train ran through town and was a popular mode of travel as well as the main transport
for commerce.

Pike County was a county of approximately 32,000 citizens. Brundidge, a city of approx-
1imately 1,671 in 1935, was typical of most communities in that day. Everyone knew one
another and had the welfare of each other at heart.

Church life was important and all the city and country churches were places for fellow-
ship and sharing news. Our family attended Richland Baptist Church, a tradition
Mother continued throughout her life.

Our town relatives, that had automobiles, would give us a ride
on their way to Richland Church, which was approximately 5.7
miles from town.

I remember during the 1940’s War Bond sales rallies would be
held in the middle of town. Transactions for bonds would take
place in the middle of the street. An $18.50 bond would eventu-
ally mature to $25.00. These pep-rally events featured dignitar-
1es, elected officials, speeches, music and definitely attracted
many folks from out in the country.

All traffic from Hwy 231 that usually passed through town was routed around the
rallies. A

“Liberty 1s the breath of life to nations.” ~ George Bernard Shaw
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Sauls-Bridges Legion Hall 13

Then and Now
Submitted by Steven M. Shaffer, Post 13 Historian

I had an interesting conversation with a Leon County official over the repairs planned for the
ADA wheelchair ramp last week. Precinct preparations have begun around Leon County and
the ramp has been identified as struggling with some wood rot that has occurred.

With that said, he mentioned an old photograph of Post 13 hanging up in the HQ of the Super-
visor of Elections office and said he would send it to me, and he did. Here it is below.

I noticed the missing windows to the right of the entrance near the corner of the building. It’s
covered up now as the space is used as secured storage for dry goods, etc. No one needs to look
into a locked storage closet. I also noticed the sign; it’s a replacement from the early or mid
60’s to the version hanging up today, but the idea is the same. Enjoy this look back.

“America is hope. It is compassion. It is excellence. It is valor.” ~ Paul Tsongas
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Auxiliary News

"In the Spirit of Service - Not Self”

PROCLAIM LIBERTY THROUGHOUT THE LAND
Hi Members,

June was a very busy month as we were involved with Girls State, the Department Convention and our
usual service and support to military families. Please, let us remember that we are a member of a mili-
tary family. When we fellowship with each other via a visit, a phone call, a meal, a movie, a trip to the
beach, etc. within our Auxiliary, we are providing service and support to each other.such as a "listening
ear", advice, opinions, sympathy, laughter, Prayer or whatever we may be going through at that mo-
ment. Continue to fellowship and extend it to our other Legion Families.

I know all of us are getting ready for the big celebration of America's 250th anniversary of independ-
ence. Come join us to begin your celebration for the 4th of July at the American Legion Post 13 on
Lake Ella Drive from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. The celebration is a big community event open to the public
and for all Legion Family members. Don't forget to invite your family and friends to come for fun and
games, indoor and outdoor activities, refreshments, door prizes, and friendly socializing with all at-
tendees.

Mark your calendars: July 4th for Independence Day Celebration in Legion Hall at 11:00 am; July 9th
for ALA Executive Committee Meeting in Hooch at 5:30 pm; July 9th for ALA General Membership
Meeting in Hooch at 6:00 pm; July 23rd for Post Social and Installation of ALA 2026-2027 Officers in
Legion Hall at 6:30 pm; and mark your calendars every day for Humanitarian Prayers

in your chosen place at any time of the day or night.

**% HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY ***

Prayers and God's Will,
Muriel Alexander Kweyama

Sharon L. Courey, Chaplain
American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 13

Almighty Father, bless our nation. Independence Day, July 4, honors the birthday of the Unit-
ed States of America and the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, our nation’s most
cherished symbol of liberty. Lord, we acknowledge Your reign over our lives and our nation.
May America forever remain free and true to the ideas adopted by our Constitution and “One
Nation Under God”. May we realize that our Constitution, freedom, Christianity and liberty
require constant protection, vigilance and action or it will disappear. Let us not feel defeated
by the challenge, but grow stronger in the battle against any unjust policies forced upon us and
rally to restore our nation to the principals and basis of our United States of America. We pray
for all our armed forces, P.O.W.’s and M.I.A.’s and all veterans. Because of our heroes and their
sacrifice for our country, we continue to live in freedom. God bless them, our country and our
citizens. We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.

“Freedom lies in being bold.” ~ Robert Frost
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AMERICAN LEGIONAUXILIARY DISTRICT 2
SAULS-BRIDGES POST 13-UNIT 13

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
SUBMITTED BY DOTTIE HALL

LADIES WORKING POPPY DONATIONS, VA CLINIC,
AND MEMORIAL DAY AT THE POST.

‘l

“The flag still stands for freedom and they can’t take that away.” ~ Lee Greenwood
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A Short History of Washington, D.C.

America’s capital, Washington, D.C. is a unique area; known as the District of Columbia. It
was established by our founding fathers to represent the country’s unity. “Established in 1790,
the District of Columbia was carved from Maryland and Virginia to serve as the capital of a
new democracy.” The District’s design was contributed to by Pierre Charles I’Enfant and in-
cluded many “broad avenues, public squares and iconic structures.” It played a major role in
the War of 1812, and experienced major expansion during the Civil War. Unfortunately in
1814, British troops burned the city, but the people in the District left no doubt that Washing-
ton D.C. would be rebuilt. “During the Civil War, Washington became a hub for military strat-
egy and a symbol of freedom as enslaved individuals sought refuge in the capital, forever
changing its demographic and cultural landscape.”

Today, it continues to be a place of military, executive, and judicial strategy.
From its culture, such as museums like the Smithsonian, and structural
sites, like the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial, Washing-
ton, D.C. is a must see if you're a patriot and an American!

https://dc250.us/history

250TH EVENTS TIMELINE
Space Blue made history with the Lunaprise lunar time capsule that
landed on the Moon. Now Space Blue brings that same spirit of
exploration to the Official Countdown 250 Ball.

You will see, hear, and feel America's story come to life through
hands-on activations, lunar art, lifelike hologram-style exhibits, and

immersive storytelling.

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Members,

Happy Birthday America! It truly is the best
country on Earth! I will always feel truly blessed
to have been born in the United States and espe-
cially the Florida Panhandle. I cannot fathom the
many people who speak against our great nation.

It’s such a special occasion! Looking forward to
the festivities all around Tallahassee. Remember
we have a family friendly celebration on July 4th
from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm featuring hamburgers,
hotdogs, and all the fixin’s.

Pay your respects to what we stand for and stay
safe!

Thanks for supporting Post 13! ~
Paula Wilkins

“America is a tune. It must be sung together.” ~ Gerald Stanley Lee
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“The American flag is the most recognized symbol of freedom and democracy in the world.” ~ Virginia Foxx
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PAGE 10
MARK YOUR CALENDAR A great way to celebrate the
. 250th birthday of our great
nation!
July 4 Independence Day
July 23 Post 13 Social 6:00 pm Please come out and enjoy our great celebration to
Program 6:30 PM honor our country and partake of great food, mu-
. . i ids!
July 25 National Hire A Veteran Day sic and lots of fun for the kids
July 27 National Kore.an.War At our family-friendly venue, kids will enjoy the
Veterans Armistice Day games and festivities and it’s a safe place for all.
July 28 National Buffalo Soldiers Day | And the best news of all...IT"S FREE!! And open to
July 29 Army Chaplain Corps the public!

Anniversary

Come join us and bring the family!

WE SALUTE OUR VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES
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SUNDAY
28

HALL AVAILABLE
CALL 284-6967

5

HALL AVAILABLE
CALL 284-6967

12

HALL AVAILABLE
CALL 284-6967

19

4:00 - 8:00 pm
GAMES NIGHT
OPEN TO PUBLIC
FREE

26

HALL AVAILABLE
CALL 284-6967

K
MONDAY

29

6:00 - 7:00 pm
SWING LESSON
7:00 - 9:00 pm
DANCE PARTY
$10 ALL AGES
OPEN TO PUBLIC

6

6:00 - 7:00 pm
SWING LESSON
7:00 - 9:00 pm
DANCE PARTY
$10 ALL AGES
OPEN TO PUBLIC

13

6:00 - 7:00 pm

SWING LESSON

7:00 - 9:00 pm

DANCE APRTY
BENEFIT FOR

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

20

6:00 - 7:00 pm
SWING LESSON
7:00 - 9:00 pm
DANCE PARTY
$10 ALL AGES
OPEN TO PUBLIC

27

6:00 - 7:00 pm
SWING LESSON
7:00 - 9:00 pm
DANCE PARTY
National Korean War
Veterans Armistice

POST 13 JULY 2026

TUESDAY
30

6:30 - 10:00 pm
TALLAHASSEE
SWING BAND

$10 Open to Public
$7 Students

7

6:30 - 10:00 pm
TALLAHASSEE
SWING BAND

$10 Open to Public
$7 Students

14

6:30 - 10:00 pm
TALLAHASSEE
SWING BAND

$10 Open to Public
$7 Students

21

6:30 - 10:00 pm
TALLAHASSEE
SWING BAND

$10 Open to Public
$7 Students

28

6:30 - 10:00 pm
TALLAHASSEE
SWING BAND

NATIONAL BUFFALO
SOLDIERS DAY

WEDNESDAY
1 JULY

10:00 am
Commander’s
Coalition

6:30 - 9:30 PM

SUE BOYD DANCE
AND LESSONS
OPEN TO PUBLIC

8

6:30 - 9:30 PM

SUE BOYD DANCE
AND LESSONS
OPEN TO PUBLIC

15

6:30 - 9:30 PM

SUE BOYD DANCE
AND LESSONS
OPEN TO PUBLIC

22

6:30 - 9:30 PM

SUE BOYD DANCE
AND LESSONS
OPEN TO PUBLIC

29

6:30 - 9:30 PM

SUE BOYD DANCE
ARMY CHAPLAIN
CORPS
ANNIVERSARY

THURSDAY

2

3:00 - 5:00 pm
Tallahassee Veterans
Legal Collaborative

9

3:00 - 5:00 pm
Tallahassee Veterans
Legal Collaborative

5:30 pm E

Executive Board Meeting
6:30 pm

General Meeting

16

3:00 - 5:00 pm
Tallahassee Veterans
Legal Collaborative

23

3:00 - 5:00 pm
Tallahassee Veterans
Legal Collaborative
6:30 pm

POST SOCIAL

30

3:00 - 5:00 pm
Tallahassee Veterans
Legal Collaborative

FRIDAY
3

HALL AVAILABLE
CALL 284-6967

10

7:00 pm Doors Open
8:00 pm Show
Charlie Brown Band
Cover $10

Open to Public

17

7:00 pm Doors Open
8:00 pm Show
Run-In-Rebels with
Opener Band

Cover $10

Open to Public

24

HALL AVAILABLE
CALL 284-6967

31

HALL AVAILABLE
CALL 284-6967
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SATURDAY
4

11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Old Fashioned

July 4th Celebration
Free Open to Public

11

HALL AVAILABLE
CALL 284-6967

18

6:00 - 10:00 pm
USA Dance
Celebrate Good
Times! First Time
Guests Free
Open to Public

25

12:00 - 3:00 pm
Democratic Club

Picnic with Brian Hall Trio
Sonny’s BBQ

7:30 - 10:00 pm

Tally Contra Dance
NATIONAL HIRE A
VETERAN DAY

1 AUGUST

HALL AVAILABLE
CALL 284-6967
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Tallahassee, FL 32315-8028
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Newsletter items can be submitted three ways: (1)
Place in the Newsletter Box in the Post 13 office (2)
Mail to the return address above, or (3) Submit (with a
subject line) to the Post’s Newsletter Email Address:
(Please Note this is a NEW email address and
should be used for NEWSLETTER communica-
tion only.)

AML13NEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM

All Articles published require the Commander’s approval.

PLEASE NOTE:
Post General Membership Business Meetings are held on
the 2ND Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm.

POST SOCIALS are held on the 4TH Thursday
of each month at 6:30 pm. [Except for Nov. & Dec.]

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE AN ITEM FOR THE NEWSLETTER
PLEASE EMAIL AMLNEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM




