
B eginning in the 14th century, the 21-gun salute originated from naval tradition and is the highest 
honor given.  Naval warships would signify their peaceful intent by firing their cannons out to sea 

until all of their ammunition was gone.  This is not just an 
American tradition, however, it is a custom in other coun-
tries as well.  The British navy, for example, developed the 
seven-gun salute because most of their ships typically car-
ried seven guns.  “Because greater quantities of gunpowder 
could be stored on dry land, forts could fire three rounds 
for every one fired at sea — hence the number 21.  With 
the improvement of naval gunpowder, honors rendered at 
sea increased to 21, as well.  The 21-gun salute eventually 
became the international standard.” 
 
The custom has changed over time in the United States.  
In 1810, the War Department declared our “national salute” as 
17, for the number of states in the union.  The seventeen-gun salute was fired at all military installa-
tions on the Fourth of July or a Presidential visit at the site.  In 1842, the 21-gun salute was referred to 
as the "presidential salute," and “in 1875 the United States followed Britain in adopting the 21-gun sa-
lute as its international salute”. 

 
The 21-gun salute has evolved over the years until the 
current practice is to “honor a national flag, a sover-
eign or chief of state of a foreign nation, a member of a 
reigning royal family, and the president, ex-presidents 
and president-elect of the United States”.   
 
You may remember from the November 2021 issue of 
the newsletter that spoke of the Presidential Battery, 
the salute follows Army Regulation 600-2 which states 
all cannon volleys must be an odd number.  However, 

not all cannon volleys consist of the same number of firings; the number depends on the rank of the of-
ficial.  The President of the United States consists of the largest number of volleys and follows the fol-
lowing order of rank: “21 volleys for heads of state (including the president of the United States and 
former presidents); 19 for the vice-president of the United States, foreign chiefs of government, and 
members of the cabinet of the United States; and 17, 15, 13, and 11 for flag officers of the rank of O-10, 
O-9, O-8, and O-7, respectively”.   
 
The 21-gun salute is not the same as the three-volley salute (or three-rifle volley) performed at military 
honors funerals, which you might see or hear at burials at places such as Arlington National Cemetery. 
 
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Visit/Events-and-Ceremonies/Ceremonies/21-Gun-Salute 
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1. What is a “secret squirrel”? 
A. A foreign spy 
B. Someone working a highly classified assignment 
C. Military gossip 
D. A surprise visit from loved ones 

 
2, When our troops “rack out”, they are… 

A. Going home 
B. Going to sleep 
C. Splitting a meal 
D. Training in the morning 

 
3. What does “CONUS” refer to? 

A. A type of tree 
B. The continental United States 
C. Certificate of release 
D. A combat operation during the Iraq War 

 
4. “Cammies” is another name for... 

A. Knee and elbow pads 
B. Civilian clothing 
C. A hidden camera attached to the forearm 
D. A combat utility uniform 

 
5. What does it mean for a service member to “ruck”? 

A. To guard camp behind a machine gun 
B. To travel on foot while carrying field combat supplies 
C. To move from one geographic location to another for a new assignment 
D. To patrol the combat outpost 

Sharon L. Courey, Chaplain 
American Legion Auxiliary, Post 13 

 
 

A VERY BLESSED NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE! 
 

As we begin 2022, let us strive to grow closer together and resolve to see Christ in everyone—
in our families, friends, in our units, at work, and those who come into our daily lives.  Life can 
be a mixture of happiness and sorrows, but we can be secure in knowing the Lord is always 
with us, helping and guiding.  May we always give thanks and appreciation of His endless love 
and gifts bestowed upon us daily.  Let us never forget He is the Creator and Savior of this 
world and will have the last word,  We pray for guidance in the new year and the protection of 
our military wherever they are and peace in the world.  With devotion to your teachings, Lord, 
we ask that our thoughts, words and actions would lead us in practice of the “Golden Rule” 
each day of our lives while always glorifying Your Holy name in all that we do.   
Amen. 
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“Every moment is a fresh beginning.” – T.S Eliot  

Take the USO Quiz 

ANSWERS TO THE USO QUIZ 
 

1. Someone working a highly classified 
assignment 

 
2. Going to sleep 
 
3. The continental United States 
 
4. A combat utility uniform 
 
5. To travel on foot while carrying field 

combat supplies 



It was Post 13 Christmas decorating time and look who answered the call to come 
help! 

 
 

What Makes John Folsom Laugh  
Great Book Of Funny Quotes for January by Eileen Mason  

 
International Friendship Month 
 
"The only man who sticks closer to you in adversity than a friend is a creditor." Anonymous 
"There is nothing more friendly than a friend in need." Plautus, Roman playwright 
 
February 1st 
Robinson Crusoe Day: A day to be adventurous and self-reliant. 
Alexander Selkirk, a Scottish sailor, was rescued on February 1st, 1709 from Island Juan Fer-
nandez after being left there in September 1704 at his own request after an argument with his 
captain. Maybe he had enough time to calm his temper. 
 
Richard Whately, English clergyman and educator, born February 1, 1787. 
"Never argue at the dinner table, for the one who is not hungry always gets the best of the ar-
gument." 
 
February 3rd 
Horace Greeley, American editor and politician born February 3rd, 1811. 
To a congressman who described himself as a "self-made man." 
"That sir relieves the almighty of a great responsibility." 
 
Shelley Berman, American comedian, born February 3rd, 1926. 
On getting to the airport in time: "The sooner you are there, the sooner you will find out how 
long you will be delayed." 
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Christmas Decorating 

“Never regret anything that made you smile.” – Mark Twain 
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Left to Right: Anthony, Ed, Gordon, Paul, Dean, Mike, Sherry, 
and Chuck. Not pictured but helped: Vic and Tom. 
 

Please, the next time you see anyone from the decorating crew 
be sure to thank them for their help! 

USA Dance Association members helped  
Rebecca and her two sons: Zachary and Jacob. 
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“No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn.” – Hal Borland  
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During World War Two the Coast Guard would receive many more duties, 
but staying true to their motto of Semper Paratus, “always ready,” they 
would face these challenges head on. Before the United States even en-
tered the war the Coast Guard was performing additional duties. In 1939 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared the country neutral and set up a 
zone around the U.S. that no foreign warships were permitted to enter. 
The Coast Guard was ordered to establish a “Neutrality Patrol” that would 
intercept any warship attempting to enter this neutral zone. In January 
1940 the Coast Guard would receive an additional role by establishing the 
Atlantic Weather Observation Service and continually provided updates 
on weather conditions in the Atlantic. Further duties added would include 
the patrol and protection of all ports, piers, shipyards, and water ap-
proaches, making the Coast Guard responsible for the anchorage and 
movement of all shipping in U.S. waterways. Along with this they also 
searched any ships carrying dangerous cargo such as explosives. By 1941 
the threat of war was growing ever closer, so the Coast Guard was author-
ized to create reserve and auxiliary units to assist with their growing duties 
as needed. These auxiliary units were made up of men who were generally 
unfit for active service and handled the more mundane tasks, freeing up 
regular personnel to perform more strenuous duties. 
 
As America was forced into the conflict, the Coast Guard would go on to support the Army and Navy all over the 
Pacific and Atlantic, assisting troop landings in places like Guadalcanal, Italy, and North Africa. More than half 
of the Coast Guard’s wartime personnel were used outside of America's borders, which stretched their forces thin, 
and unfortunately meant that they could no longer effectively protect shipping back home. In the first four 
months of 1942, German submarines were able to sink eighty-seven American ships, equating to a loss of 515,000 
tons of cargo. Commanders quickly realized they needed to find some way to both obtain more men and boats to 
patrol America’s waterways while also freeing up trained personnel for support missions overseas. 
 
Civilians to the Rescue 
Seeing the need for more men patrolling America's waters Alfred Stanford, commodore of the Cruising Club of 
America, approached the U.S. Navy in 1941 and tried to convince them to let civilian boats and their owners help 
with defending the coastline. He even went so far as to offer 30 yachts for the task. The Navy however, refused. 
Stanford would not be deterred that easily and by April the offer grew to 70 ocean-going yachts along with 100 
other smaller watercraft. Again, the Navy denied the help, but it prompted many to write letters to naval com-
manders and write editorials on the situation to convince them that they needed the civilian force. 
 
In May of 1942 the Chief of Operations, Admiral Ernest King, asked the Coast Guard Reserve to organize a civil-
ian unit that could supplement the coastal naval forces being used for antisubmarine and rescue duties. The 
Coast Guard Auxiliary was put in charge of forming the new Coastal Picket Patrol, the civilian fleets official 
name. Originally the idea was to just have these civilian boats form a wide screen around coastal waterways and 
shipping lanes to prevent enemy submarines from entering. However, the auxiliary was not organized well 
enough to handle the thousands of volunteers and the Corsair Fleet, as they came to be known, was quickly put 
under direct control of the Coast Guard. The men who volunteered were now able to do what they originally want-
ed, hunt down enemy subs.  
 
When the civilian boats arrived at their base of operation they were stripped and repainted a battleship gray and 
given a Coast Guard designation number. They were then equipped with machine guns, a radio, and four depth 
charges that could sink a submarine. Some were also equipped with sonar equipment and the larger yachts were 
equipped with naval cannons. The owner of the boat usually maintained command of it, so long as they wanted to, 
and received the rank of Chief Boatswain's Mate. At first almost anyone that could sail or tie a knot, and some-
times even those who could not, was accepted into the new unit. College boys looking for adventure, Boy Scouts, 
beachcombers, ex-bootleggers, and former rum runners could all be found in the Picket Patrol’s ranks. With such 
a ragtag group the men quickly adopted the name “Hooligan Navy.” Even world-famous author Ernest Heming-
way partook in patrol duties. 

This photograph is considered public domain 
and has been cleared for release. 
The logo of the U.S. Coast Guard's Corsair 
Fleet as drawn by Walt Disney. 

Corsair (Donald Duck) Fleet  
Submitted by: John Folsom 
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“Christmas is the season for kindling the fire of hospitality.” – Washington Irving 
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The Corsair Fleet was organized into six groups with the names corresponding with the area they were to patrol; North-
ern, Narragansett, New York, Delaware, Chesapeake, and Southern. Running from the North Atlantic down to Florida, 
each patrol was in charge of a 15 square nautical mile stretch of ocean. These patrol squares were located on the 50-
fathom line of the Atlantic seaboard, meaning that they would have to go over 150 miles off the coast. This was a bit of a 
shock to those inexperienced as they were not expecting to be in the jarring conditions of the deep Atlantic. However, 
most men stayed cheerful and were proud to now be able to properly serve their nation. 
 
Action 
When the Corsair Fleet first began it did hit a few speed bumps. Many German U-boat commanders did not understand 
the threat posed by the Hooligan Navy and became cocky. One time a sub surfaced right beside one of the picket vessels 
and the commander walked out onto the submarine’s deck, in perfect English he yelled at the American crew saying 
“Get the hell out of here you guys! Do you want to get hurt? Now, scram!” Another time a crew aboard a boat by the 
name Jay-Tee was searching for survivors of a merchant vessel that had been sunk by a German U-boat. In the distance 
they could see the sub but decided to stay and search the area. The Germans quickly dived and a few minutes later the 
men and their boat were lifted completely out of the water, the submarine had surfaced right below them! It quickly 
dove again and, despite having a broken bow, the boat was able to limp back to harbor. 
 
Another issue was the inexperience of the civilian crews. Many of the boats used were sailboats and they were quite 
effective when a submarine is submerged it has very limited sight on the surface and has to rely on sonar. These sailing 
ships made little to no noise, especially when compared to their engine powered counterparts, making them almost un-
detectable by enemy sonar. This allowed the boats to come closer to enemy subs and utilize their own sonar to accurate-
ly mark their position. However, this sometimes backfired as the boats were so quiet and the crews so inexperienced 
that they would sometimes accidentally call in a false report on a submarine. One time a ship named Valor called in an 
airstrike on a suspected sub, but it ended up just being the sound of their own refrigerator running that the sonar-man 
misidentified. One would do well to not let these mishaps fool them, the Corsair Fleet was still effective at deterring 
attacks. 
 
John Kimball and his crew aboard the Actaea spotted an Axis submarine just after daybreak, however they now had a 
difficult choice to make. They could report the sub back to headquarters, but this would break radio silence and give 
their position away to the enemy below, or they could keep themselves safe and risk it being attacked, the American 
merchant fleet. They ultimately decided to radio in a report, each man gathering around the radio waiting for the Ger-
man U-boat to launch an attack on their small craft. To their surprise however it did not attack but dove and fled the 
area. A psychological victory that showed the Germans they were being watched and it was no longer open season for 
them. Another instance showing the bravery of these civilian volunteers was on September 15, 1942, when the crew of 
Edlu II spotted a surfaced German submarine. The crew had not yet received their depth charges, so they hastily 
charged the sub, hoping to jump aboard and overwhelm the German crew with machine gun fire. However, it dived just 
before they could reach it. 
 
The Corsair Fleet also proved effective at communication and spotting when they chased a U-boat for an entire day. In 
the early morning a Picket Fleet yacht designated CGR-1923 spotted a German sub and reported its location. Later in 
the day Picket craft CGR-2516 found it and reported the location, a few Civil Air Patrol and Navy planes along with a 
couple Navy vessels were scrambled to find its exact location. That evening it was seen by boat CGR-2503 and the Civil 
Air Patrol was able to successfully spot it, dropping a smoke bomb on top of it so any nearby boats could easily find it. 
Picket vessel CGR-4436 was close enough to see the smoke screen and quickly launched depth charges at the sub. It is 
unknown whether the U-boat was destroyed but there was an oil slick present after the charges exploded, so it was at 
least damaged and likely had to abandon its mission in order to make repairs. In all the sub had been followed by four 
boats from the Picket Fleet, two U.S. Navy ships, five Civil Air Patrol planes, four U.S. Navy planes, and a U.S. Navy 
blimp. However, all this work likely saved countless lives and thousands, if not millions, of dollars in cargo and ship-
ping.   
 
Of course, the Corsair Fleet was not just for hunting submarines, they also completed search and rescue missions and 
retrieved lost cargo. In 1942 Picket ship Pioneer was able to save all the survivors from a tanker that had been torpe-
doed. Other boats were able to save thousands of dollars-worth of cargo. They also proved to be effective in spotting air-
craft. On one occasion the Navy ran a test to see how easily enemy planes could slip through American defenses unseen. 
A group of several Navy planes flew in from the ocean unannounced and made for the nearest military installation, the 
only ones to spot them before they reached the base was a boat from the Picket Patrol which radioed the plane’s location 
into headquarters. 

Corsair (Donald Duck) Fleet continued...  



D id you know that atop the Washington Monument are inscribed 
two words...the Latin words “Laus Deo”.  No one can see these 

words because they sit atop the aluminum cap at the tip of the Monu-
ment.  The words stretch “555 feet, 5.125 inches high, perched atop the 
monument, facing skyward to the Father of our nation, overlooking the 
69 square miles which comprise the District of Columbia, capital of the 
United States of America”.  Quite literally, these words mean “Praise be 
to God”.   
 
In 1848, during the presidency of James Polk, construction began on the 
Monument, but it wasn’t until 1888 that the inauguration took place 
and was open to the public.  It is often referred to as a hollow Egyptian 
style stone obelisk because it has four sides.  “Its walls are 15 feet 
(4.6 m) thick at its base and 1+1⁄2 feet (0.46 m) thick at their top.  The 
interior is occupied by iron stairs that spiral up the walls, with an eleva-

tor in the center, each supported by four iron 
columns, which do not support the stone structure. The stairs contain fifty sec-
tions, most on the north and south walls, with many long landings stretching 
between them along the east and west walls.”   
 
It was built to honor George Washington, our founding father.  Washington 
was the dominant military and political leader of the new United States from 
1775 until his death in 1799. 
 
Originally designed by Pierre Charles L'Enfant and made of granite and mar-
ble, visitors at the top are able to view the area in four sections: “a perfect cross 
imposed upon the landscape, with the White House to the north, The Jefferson 
Memorial is to the south, the Capitol to the east and the Lincoln Memorial to 
the west”.  The cornerstone of the Washington Monument was laid on July 4th, 
1848 and within it lies the Holy Bible presented by the Bible Society.  
 
Submitted by: Bryan Mallindine, October 18, 2018, Published on Facebook  
Contribution by: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Monument 
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“Winter forms our character and brings out our best.” – Tom Allen 

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR  

Two Words... 

Dear Members: 
 
The first of the year is almost upon us, now it’s time to take a breather and regroup.  My family is blessed to be 
safe and healthy at the beginning of 2022; I hope yours is too.  I’d like to comment on an item I included in this 
month’s newsletter.  It’s about the call Vic put out at the last minute asking for volunteers to come help decorate 
the Post.  Did I mention it was at the last minute?  I believe I did.  This is what our volunteers do, day in and day 
out, to make Post 13 one of the best in the state.  They always step up when called upon and do their very best for 
us.  We can’t thank them enough.  I’m privileged to know and recognize all those who go out of their way to help 
out in any way they can. Please consider volunteering, there is always plenty you can do. 
 
We at Post 13 thank you for your support. ~ Paula Wilkins  
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 “Nothing burns like the cold.” – George R.R. Martin  
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Things Invented by Women 

11. THE DISHWASHER 
 
Josephine Garis Cochrane was born in 1839 to John Garis and Irene Fitch Garis.  Her father was a civil 
engineer and her grandfather, John Fitch, invented America’s first 
patented steamboat.  Although she never finished school, Josephine 
was great at problem solving.  “When she married Wil-
liam A. Cochran at the age of 19, she adopted his last 
name but affixed an extra letter “e” at the end. Their fam-
ily lived quite an affluent life, mainly due to William’s 
successful dried goods business.”  Josephine was quite the 
socialite and hosted many grand parties.  It was after one 
of these parties that the hired help, during washing, 
chipped her best heirloom China, which dated back to the 
1600s.  Her version of the dishwasher stored dishes in 
separate compartments and used water pressure for cleaning. “In 1885, she filed her first patent appli-
cation and received U.S. patent no. 355,139 for her very own invention a year later.”  She formed 
the Garis-Cochrane Dish-Washing Company and then rebranded her company to the Crescent Washing 
Machine Company.  After her company struggled for years, Josephine began marketing her machine to 
hotels, restaurants, hospitals, and even colleges.  
 
Josephine passed away at the age of 74 in 1914 from a stroke or nervous exhaustion. “In 1917, she ulti-
mately received a posthumous, second patent for her dishwashing machine.”  In 2006, Josephine 
Cochrane was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame.  

https://www.lottie.com/blogs/strong-women/josephine-cochrane-biography-for-kids 

F lorence Irene Ford was born September 1861 and was the daughter of Washington and Ellen Ford. 
Washington was a wealthy cotton planter. Florence was known to be terrified of storms and would 

always run to her mother for comfort until it passed. Sadly, Florence died of yellow fever when she was 
just 11 years old. Ellen was struck with grief, but she didn't want to just bury her child and never see 

her again, so she had a window installed in the coffin be-
hind Florence's head and had a staircase leading down to 
the same level as the casket to where during bad weather 
Ellen could sit with Florence until the weather passed. 
 
The grave has barely changed since the late eighteen hun-
dreds and its epitaph still reads on the gravestone, “As 
bright and affectionate a Daughter as ever God with His 
Image blest." The only thing that has changed since the 
1950s was an addition of a concrete wall at the bottom of 
the stairway that was meant to cover the glass window 
because the cemetery wanted to prevent any potential 
acts of vandalism. 

 
Florence's grave is visited often in the Natchez City Cemetery and it's one of the most popular as people 
stop by and drop off dolls, glow sticks, and toys for Florence. Her mother Ellen and father Washington 
are also buried in the same plot in unmarked graves. According to the Natchez City Cemetery, people 
can visit daily from 7 a.m. till dusk. 

www.atlasobscura.com 

May She Rest In Peace 
Submitted by: John Folsom 



“In the Spirit of Service, Not Self” 

As we bring in the new year out with the old, let's think about those resolutions we lost in the closet. 
Did we mean to forget them, or were we so busy, they just slipped by the wayside? As we begin Janu-
ary 2022, let's remember those who were not as fortunate as others. Let's be Kind and more under-
standing of our neighbors.  
 
The Auxiliary's past six months have been very busy; we furnished hygiene bags and pull tabs to the 

Ronal McDonald House; 48 DVDs "When Families Grieve" to Lee's Place. Unit 13 contributed protein bars to the staff 
at the VA Clinic for distribution. We're anciently waiting when volunteers may re-enter.  
 
Unit members gathered to stuff 25 stockings for the troops abroad, then celebrated by going out-to-lunch for a little 
extra socializing. We also had the pleasure of lunching with our Department President, Wanda Brandt and attending 
the School of Instructions held by Unit 241, Sneads. Unit 13 contributed in-kind clothing donations to the Florida 
State Hospital totaling $1,085.00. 
 
The Auxiliary has been busy collecting staples and clothing items for Veterans Village. Residents of Veterans Village 
are very appreciative of the "Buddy Baskets" that were provided to them when they moved into their own homes. They 
were very thankful for the Christmas stockings stuffed with socks, snacks, and miscellaneous items, and don't forget 
the gift cards included in the stockings.    
 
Mark your calendar for the Auxiliary Executive Committee meeting on Thursday, January 13th, at 6:00 pm, and the 
General Membership meeting starting at 7:00 pm. Also, mark your calendar for the Post Social, Thursday, January 
27th, beginning at 6:30 pm sharp! This is our Annual Chili Cook-Off Competition; you will NOT want to miss it! Any-
one can enter, bring your favorite pot of chili and let the competition begin. The winner will enjoy bragging rights and 
keeping the revolving trophy until 2023! 
 
Thank you one and all for the success of our Raffle baskets at the socials. We are looking forward to spreading our 
cheer again.  
 
Please continue supporting our organization with your prayers; they are much appreciated. 
 
For God and Country,  
Nell Hewitt, President  
American Legion Auxiliary 
Sauls-Bridges, Unit 13 
 
"Always Be Humble & Kind"  
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Auxiliary News 

“The beginning is the most important part of the work.” – Plato 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas Legionnaires! 
 
I hope and trust your season was filled with good times.  Here at the Post, not too many of you have attended meetings 
or events.  Monday night ballroom dancing and Tuesday night Tallahassee Swing Band have been regular each week.  
Many have leased the hall for wedding receptions, birthday and life celebrations. 
 
Repairs and updates are underway.  
 
So, come on down, and help us on our return to normal!  Hope to see you soon! 
 
Val Frailey 

FROM THE COMMANDER 
 

POST 13 COMMANDER 



1792 -1797 
 
Probably the most ridiculous outcome of a battle 
would be when a Dutch naval fleet was captured 
after being charged and surrounded by French 
cavalry. Yup, you read that right. 
 
During the War of the First Coalition, the French 
Revolutionary Army was camping out in Amster-
dam for the winter. The generals became aware of 
a Dutch fleet anchored at Den Helder, a nearby 
bay that had been frozen over due to an extremely 
cold winter. 
 
They sent out a regiment of "hussars" (light cavalry) with a regiment of line infantry that literally 
hitched a ride with them. Upon approaching Den Helder, they discovered the Dutch fleet stuck in the 
ice with the sailors fast asleep. 
 
Not wishing to wake the napping sailors, the French covered the hooves of their horses with fabric and 
slowly maneuvered out onto the ice. When they were in position, they launched their assault. 
 
Within minutes, they had surrounded the entire fleet. The cavalry men and infantry quickly boarded 
and captured every ship. They suffered zero losses. 
 
This is the only time in human history where a naval battle between warships and cavalry took place, 
and as ridiculous as it sounds, the cavalry won. 

I didn't know there was a difference... 
by John Folsom 

 
If I ask you to spell compliment/complement how would you do it? 
Let's try a couple of sentences: 
 
Hazel blushes when I give her a _______________. 
 
My son's writing and math skills constantly _____________________ each other. 
 
I would like to ______________ the commander on taking care of the matters of the post. 
 
Think you got them correct? Shall we look at the difference? 
Compliment is used when you praise someone. (condensed meaning) 
Complement is used when things go well together. (condensed meaning) 
 
If you now understand  the difference, I challenge you to send the following email to the post. 
    Paula, I would like to _____ you on doing a great job with the Newsletter. 

        Don't get cute, fill in the blank 

Ben Franklin—Those who would 
trade a little liberty for a little 
added security, deserve neither 
and will lose both. 
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“A New Year has tiptoed in. Let’s go forward to meet it.” – Anusha Atukorala  

DID YOU KNOW?    

BY John Folsom, Past Commander 



C an you believe her shows were never taped by the television network?  What an oversight! 
 

The danger she endured during the Vietnam War while traveling with the 
USO is unprecedented.  She was in good company with the likes of Ann 
Margaret and Joey Heatherton. 
 
There was one incident that is not well known.  “The following is from an 
Army Aviator who takes a trip down memory lane:  
 
"It was just before Thanksgiving '67 and we were ferrying dead and 
wounded from a large GRF west of Pleiku. We had run out of body bags 
by noon, so the Hook (CH-47 CHINOOK) was pretty rough in the back. 

 
All of a sudden, we heard a ‘take-charge’ woman's voice in the rear.  
 
There was the singer and actress, Martha Raye, with a SF (Special Forces) 
beret and jungle fatigues, with subdued markings, helping the wounded into 
the Chinook, and carrying the dead aboard. ‘Maggie’ had been visiting her 
SF ‘heroes’ out ‘west’. 
 
We took off, short of fuel, and headed to the USAF hospital pad at Pleiku.  
 
As we all started unloading our sad pax's, a ‘Smart Mouth’ USAF Captain 
said to Martha, ‘Ms.  Raye, with all these dead and wounded to process, 
there will not be time for your show!’ 
 
To all of our surprise, she pulled on her right collar and said, ‘Captain, see 
this eagle? I am a full Bird in the U.S. Army Reserve, and on this is a Cadu-
ceus which means I am a Nurse, with a surgical specialty, now, take me to 
your wounded! 
 
He said, ‘Yes ma'am. follow me’.’’ 
 
Several times during the Vietnam War at the Army Field Hospital in Pleiku, 
she covered surgical shifts to give nurses a “well-deserved break”. 
 
Martha is the only woman buried in the Special Forces cemetery at Ft Bragg.  
 

Submitted by: Joe Becigneul, December 7, 2019, Published on Facebook  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Jan     1  New Year’s Day 
Jan   15 Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday 
Jan   17 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Jan   27 Post 13 Social 6:00 pm 
 Program 6:30 pm 
 Annual Chili Cook-off and Raffle! 

The Contributions of Martha Raye  
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“WE SALUTE OUR VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

COME JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF 
JANUARY 27TH 

Cook your favorite chili and bring enough to share.  We’ll 
have chili toppings as well as salads and desserts.  A prize 
will be awarded for the best chili.  If chili 
is not your thing, other dishes will be 
available.  This tradition was started by 
Past Post Commander Ray Stallings, so 
lets keep it going! 



   JANUARY 2022 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

26 
 
HALL AVAILABLE  
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 

27 
 
8:00 - 10:00 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CO-HOST USA 
(Amateur Ballroom  
Association)  

28 
 
7:30 pm  
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm LESSONS 
WITH MICHAEL 

29 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 

30 
 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Collaborative 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
 

31 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
DANCE WITH THE  
ROCKITZ BAND 
 
 

1  JANUARY 

 
 

2 
 
6:00 - 8:30 pm 
GOSPEL SING 
NO CHARGE 
OPEN TO  PUBLIC 
 
 

3 
 
8:00 - 10:00 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CO-HOST USA 
 

4 
 
7:30 pm  
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm 
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL 

5 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

6 
 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Collaborative 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
6:00 pm  
Executive Board Meeting 
7:00 pm  
General Meeting 

7 
 
7:00 - 11:45 pm 
9th Annual Capricorn 
Birthday Party 
Mae West Band 
$10 Cover 
OPEN TO PUBLIC 

8 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

9 
 
HALL AVAILABLE  
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 

 

10 
  
 
8:00 - 10:00 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CO-HOST USA 
 
  

11 
 
7:30 pm  
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm 
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL 

12 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 

13 
 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Collaborative 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Marine Corps League 

14 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

15 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 

16 
 
HALL AVAILABLE  
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 

17 
 
8:00 - 10:00 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CO-HOST USA 
 
MARTIN LUTHER 
KING DAY  
  

18 
 
7:30 pm  
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm 
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL 

19 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

20 
 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Collaborative 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
 
 

21 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

22 

 
7:30 - 10:00 pm 
Mechanical Lincoln 
Band Benefit for 
Lady Veterans 
$10 Cover  
OPEN TO PUBLIC 

23 
 
7:00 pm 
Dustin Sims  
Comedy Hour 
$25 Cover 
OPEN TO PUBLIC 
30 

24 
 

8:00 - 10:00 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CO-HOST USA  
 
 
31 

25 
 
7:30 pm  
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm 
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL 

26 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 

 

27 
 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Collaborative 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
6:30 pm 
POST SOCIAL 

28 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

29 

 
8:00 - 11:00 pm 
Moon Mammal of 
Ganymedes Band 
Cover $8 
OPEN TO PUBLIC 
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To Book your Event at the Post, please call 850-284-6967.  W
e do not m

aintain regular office hours.  All services perform
ed here are volunteer hours.  G

enerally, the office is open from
 N

oon 
until late afternoon.  If you m

ust leave a m
essage, please m

ake certain to leave your area code as part of your telephone num
ber. 



 
Located at: 
229 Lake Ella Drive 
Tallahassee, Florida 32303 
 
Mailing Address: 
American Legion,  
Sauls-Bridges Post #13  
PO Box 38028  
Tallahassee, FL 32315-8028 
 
Phone: 850-222-3382 
Web:   FloridaLegionPost13.org 
Email: amlegp13@gmail.com 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

US Postage PAID 

Tallahassee, Florida 

Permit No. 21 

Post News 

For God 

and Country 

Editing/Layout:   
Paula Wilkins 
 
Photos: Email:   
aml13newsletter@gmail.com 
 
Webpage (Face book):  Google:    
“American Legion Sauls-Bridges” 
 
EVENTS BOOKING:   
(850) 284-6967 

 
Deadline for the FEBRUARY 2022 

Newsletter will be  
JANUARY 10th at 5:00pm 

 
Newsletter items can be submitted three ways:  (1) 
Place in the Newsletter Box in the Post 13 office  (2) 
Mail to the return address above, or (3) Submit (with a 
subject line) to the Post’s Newsletter Email Address:  
(Please Note this is a NEW email address and 
should be used for NEWSLETTER communica-
tion only.) 

 

 

All Articles published require the Commander’s approval.   

 
 PLEASE NOTE: 
 Post General Membership Business Meetings are held  on 

the 2ND Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm. 

Return Service Requested 

AML13NEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM 

JANUARY 2022 

 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE AN ITEM FOR THE NEWSLETTER  

PLEASE EMAIL AMLNEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM 


