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EVERY DAY IS MEMORIAL DAY—AND EVERY DAY IS VETERANS DAY!! 

 

M abry Field is such an important, but little known part of Tallahassee history.  It began in October 1940 with 
the military making improvements to the surrounding swamp land by laying in drainage and railroad sid-

ing. These structural changes were critical to setting up a pilot training site at the new air field.  
 
“Through the political influence of U.S. Senator Claude Pepper and Florida Governor Spessard Holland,  
Tallahassee’s Dale Mabry Field became an U.S. Army base on January 24, 1941. Local officials named the new 
field in honor of Tallahassee native, Army Captain Dale Mabry, son of former Florida Supreme Court Justice Mil-
ton H. Mabry.” 
 
Mabry Field was originally just 530 acres and as the air field began developing, it grew to 1,720 with a total of 133 
outbuildings.  In May 1941, aircraft and trainees arrived at the new air field and training commenced with three 
types of different aircraft: P-39 Airacobras, P-40 Warhawks, and P-47 Thunderbolts.  Later during World War II, 
the P-51 Mustang arrived along with the 53rd Pursuit Group which moved from MacDill Air Base to Mabry Field 
for training which was also offered to French and Chinese cadets between 1942 and 1944.  “In 1942, the 99th 
Fighter Squadron under the command of Lt. Col. Benjamin Davis received advanced training at Mabry Field.”  At 
its peak, Mabry Field was home to 1,300 officers, 3,000 enlisted men and women, and 800 civilian employees.    
 
How many of you realize there was a gunnery base at Alligator Point and 
a bombing range at Sopchoppy?  Auxiliary bases, used for pilot training, 
were also located in Perry, Cross City and Dunnellon. 
 
In July 1945, Mabry Field was placed on inactive status and was quickly 
taken over by Tallahassee Community College (TCC) and as a training 
academy for the Florida Highway Patrol.   
 
A Florida Historical Marker (shown below) was sponsored by Tallahassee 
Community College and The Florida Department of State.  It stands on 
the southern border of the campus located at the edge of the old NW/
SE runway.  TCC has also started a project to establish a museum 
for Mabry Field in one of the existing outbuildings.  Chuck Wells 
(see below), the chairman for the TCC Mabry Air Field Museum, 
hopes to have the museum open by 2024. 
https://www.museumoffloridahistory.com/exhibits/permanent-exhibits/world-war-ii/
historical-sites/northcentral-listing/dale-mabry-field/ 
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/2020/01/25/tcc-sets-aside-space-planned-dale-
mabry-air-field-museum/4563595002/                         

Contributions by: Vic Hanna 



L ast year I did an article on the National Korean War Veterans Memorial.  As you remember, the 
Memorial consists of four (4) parts: The Statues, The Mural Wall, The Pool of Remembrance, and 

The United Nations Wall.  I’d like to take one part of the Memorial and describe a little more about it.  
This year I’ll concentrate on The Statues. 

A squadron of 19 stainless steel figures, including mem-
bers from each branch of the U.S. Armed Forces (Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps), are situated in the 
center of the Memorial grounds.  The statues sculpted by 
Frank C. Gaylord II are larger-than-life-size figures meas-
uring around 7 feet 3 inches in height. 
 
“The figures are spread across a triangular plot of land 
called the Field of Service.  They are depicted as moving, 
in various attitudes of watchfulness, toward a flag near 
the point of the triangle.” 
 
The rough Korean landscape in which our soldiers fought 

is represented by juniper bushes and rough-hewn trees. The point at the highest part of the triangle 
contains a granite slab inscribed with the motto “Our nation honors her sons and daughters who an-
swered the call to defend a country they never knew and a people they never met.”  
 
Some of the soldiers are armed, some carry day packs and radios, while all are clad in rain ponchos that 
appear to be billowing in the wind.  The effects all come together to lend an air of surrealism and au-
thenticity to the Memorial in a haunting display that none who visit will ever forget. 
 
https://washington.org/DC-guide-to/korean-war-veterans-memorial# 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Korean-War-Veterans-Memorial 

2021 Post Officers  
 
The election was held at our regular meeting on 
May 13, 2021.  We have to wait until after the De-
partment Convention to install our new officers; 
therefore, we will install the new officers on July 
22, 2021 during our Post Social.  
 
Our elected officers for 2021 are as follows: 
  
Commander Val Frailey 
1st Vice Commander Ernie Alvarez 
2nd Vice Commander Vic Hanna 
3rd Vice Commander Bob Davie 
Finance George Walker  
 "He is back" 
Historian Tom Albert 
Sgt-at-Arms Paul Lucarelli  
 "New person in position" 
Chaplain John Folsom  
 "New person in position" 
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“Deep summer is when laziness finds respectability.” – Sam Keen  

     National Korean War Veterans Memorial—The Statues 

GREAT NEWS! 
 
The Honor Flight is 
taking off once again 
on September 18th. 
 
Honor Flight will be resuming flights to Washing-
ton D.C. after COVID-19 forced them to cancel 
the flight last year. 
 
Honor Flight will be taking 80 veterans to see the 
memorials for free.   
 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam veterans are 
eligible to go and each may have a guardian ac-
company them. 
 
Due to our older participants, Honor Flight is re-
quiring proof of a COVID-19 vaccine. 



What Makes John Folsom Laugh 
Great Book of Funny Quotes 

by Eileen Mason 
 

Quotes for JULY: 
 
Hitchhiking Month 
National Ice Cream Month 
National Picnic Month 
Man Watchers' Compliment Week: first week, Sunday thru Saturday. Say something nice to a man. 
 
Esther Pauline Friedman: b. July 4, 1918 --------- Ann Landers 
Pauline Esther Friedman: b. July 4, 1918 --------- Abigail Van Buren 
 
July 2 Debtors' Day 
“The difficult thing is to get out of debt faster than the speed of worry.” Anom 
“Most of us would be willing to pay as we go, if we could just finish paying for where we have been.” Anom 
 
July 3 Disobedience Day 
Tom Stoppard, English Journalist and playwright, born Tom Straussler, July 3, 1937. 
“My husband only writes about a certain sort of woman; she looks like Marilyn Monroe and has an IQ of 200.” Miriam Stop-
pard about Tom Stoppard. 
 
July 4 Independence Day 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, American Novelist, born July 4 1804. 
He always washed his hands before sitting down to read a letter from his wife. 
 
Calvin Coolidge, American Lawyer and 30th U.S. President, born July 4 1872. 
“He had one really notable talent. He slept more than any other president.” H.L. Menckcn about Calvin Coolidge. 
“Calvin Coolidge didn't say much and when he did, he didn't say much.” Will Rogers about Calvin Coolidge. 
 
Louis M Mayer, American producer and film executive, born July 4, 1885. 
About the crowd at Mayer's funeral: “ It only proves what they always say, give the public something they want to see and 
they will come out for it.” Red Skelton about Louis Mayer. 
 
Louis “Satchmo ” Armstrong, American musician born July 4,1900. 
Asked to define jazz: “Man if you gotta ask you'll never know.” 
He signed his letters, “Red beans and ricely yours.” 
 
Ann Landers, American advice columnist born Esther Pauline Friedman on July 4 1918. 
“Television has proved that people will look at anything rather than each other.” 
“I think today we can substitute Cell Phones for television.” John Folsom 

 

Dear Members: 
 
Since COVID restrictions were lifted by the governor, we are getting very busy at the Post.  Hence, the newsletter 
is a little longer this month.  Sorry about that...but lots of contributors equals lots of good reading!  Please, if you 
have an item of interest, send it to me and I’ll make sure it gets into an issue. 
 
With events picking up at our Post, please consider volunteering to help out.  When events are booked, there must 
be a member(s) in attendance from opening to closing.  We have several volunteers who are consistently present to 
help, but it would be great if others could step up and fill in. 
 
Remember, we at the Post thank you for being a member and supporting the Legion. ~ Paula Wilkins  

PAGE 3 SAULS-BRIDGES AMERICAN LEGION POST 13 NEWS VOLUME 71,  ISSUE 7 

“Hot July brings cooling showers, Apricots and gillyflowers.” – Sara Coleridge  

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR  



The following article is by DeCody Brad Marble. Brad is a member of the American Legion in the Panama 
City area as well as a dual member of the Sons of the American Revolution both in Panama City and Talla-
hassee. In the group picture, Jesse Smallwood, Commander of American Legion Post 100 in Marianna, is 
shown second from the left. Brad himself is the revolutionary soldier beside the new drop box.  
 
Installation of SAR Flag Drop-Off Box at Jim’s Buffet & Grill Restaurant in Marianna, Florida 
  
On Thursday evening, May 13, 2021 the Florida Society Sons of the American Revolu-
tion, William Dunaway Chapter, which meets every second Thursday of the month at 
Jim’s Buffet & Grill Restaurant in Marianna at 5:00 PM held a special ceremony. The 
installation of Sons of the American Revolution, SAR Flag Drop-Off Box. A USA flag 
disposal box for the surrounding community, in which citizens can turn in their dam-
aged, no longer used American Flags. The collected flags are given to either the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post 12046 or the American Legion Smith-Kelly Post 100 for 
proper disposal. 
  
It was a cooperation between the SAR, and veteran organizations, all represented by their dignitaries in 
the photo shown below. Standing behind the Flag Drop-Off Box is Maria Andromidas, the restaurant own-
er. To the far right of the front row is James “Jim” Frederick Dunaway, former President of the William 
Dunaway Chapter, who constructed the box and anchored it by the front door of the Restaurant. Later that 
evening, Jim received the SAR Distinguished Service Award for his many contributions to the William 
Dunaway Chapter, Florida SAR. The SAR Flag Drop-Off Box project was initiated by Earl Frederic “Matt” 
Mathews, the 2021 Florida Society Sons of the American Revolution, Senior Vice President and the Presi-
dent of the William Dunaway Chapter, Florida SAR. Matt is standing in the front to the far left in a coloni-
al military uniform of the American Revolution. The other Colonial Color Guard Uniformed compatriot is 
DeCody Brad Marble, the 2021 Florida Society Sons of the American Revolution, Northwest Regional Vice 
President from Panama City, Florida. DeCody is wearing the uniform passed down to him from Fletcher 
Ryals Dunaway, the Founder of the William Dunaway Chapter, who passed in April 2018. Fletcher R. 
Dunaway is a Sons of the American Revolution mentor of compatriots Matt and DeCody, who were born the 
same year and one month apart. They both desire to continue the legacy of Fletcher R. Dunaway by being 
SAR mentors. 
  
Photo Details: From the left are Matt Mathews, Jesse Smallwood, Dale Macumber, Isaac Williams, Tom 
Rankin, Maria Andromidas, Michael Matthews, John Richner, Kenny Dunaway, Brad Marble, Ernie 
McNeill, and Jim Dunaway. 
 
Submitted by John Folsom 
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“If you’re not barefoot, then you’re overdressed.” – Unknown  

SAR Flag Drop-Off Box 
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The Origin of “Chaplain”  

“The summer night is like a perfection of thought.” – Wallace Stevens  
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Things Invented by Women 

6. THE MEDICAL SYRINGE 
 
“Letitia Mumford Geer, born in 1852, was an inventor who patented the one-hand operated syringe 
that is the basis for most modern medical syringes.  The patent was granted in 1899.”   
 
It is worth mentioning two notable inventions 
leading up to Ms. Greer’s patent.  Franic Rynd, 
an Irish physician, invented the hollow needle 
in 1844.  “Then, in 1853 two men – Charles 
Pravaz and Alexander Wood – created a medical 
hypodermic syringe with a needle fine enough to 
pierce skin.”  These two inventions led up to one 
of the most important inventions to ever affect 
the medical/healthcare industries.   
 
The one-handed syringe developed by Geer was a “combination of a cylinder, a piston and an operating 
rod which bent upon itself to form a smooth and rigid arm terminating in a handle”.  The location of 
these components were all within reach of the fingers on one hand. 
 
Little is known about Letitia Geer, other than she was a native New Yorker and remained in King’s 
County until her death in 1935 at the age of 83. 
 
https://www.designnews.com/electronics-test/10-historys-greatest-women-inventors-you-should-know/gallery?slide=5 

I’m sure you are aware that the Army Chaplains Corps Anniversary is Thursday,  July 
29th.  But do you know where the word “Chaplain” originated from?  It is the story of St. Mat-
in of Tours, who before his 18th birthday served as a conscript in the Roman army around 334 
A.D.  He is alleged to have cut his cape (cappa in Latin) in half to share with a homeless per-
son.   

 
“Martin of Tours had a divine vision and woke to find his cloak was whole 
again. St. Martin of Tours would be baptized into the Chris-
tian faith, become a monk, and later a bishop.”  
 
Since St. Martin was a Roman soldier, his cloak became a 
holy relic.  Later it was carried into battle and used, much as 
we use the bible today, for swearing upon during oaths and 

in ceremonies.  The cloak or cappa would be placed in a royal treasury later 
given by Charlemagne to a group of monks circa 799 A.D. 
 
A cappellanu was a priest responsible for taking care of the holy cape.  “Over 
time any priest serving troops would become known as cappellani.  In French, 
this is translated as chapelains.”  Hence, our word “chaplains”. 
 
https://militarybenefits.info/army-chaplain-corps-anniversary/#ixzz6wHXIsNY9  



 uilts of Valor was Catherine Roberts dream; it was founded in 2003 when her son returned home from the military.  
She felt that Veterans returning home needed something to comfort them.  She saw her son wrapped in a quilt.  

That’s when she came up with an idea of the quilts for healing when Vets return home. 
 
The military has always been comprised of volunteers and draftees over the years.  Each Veteran has stepped forward 
to ensure a certain way-of-life is protected for their fellow citizens by giving up their freedom, time and home with loved 
ones.  Our military continue to make sacrifices and ultimately have no guarantees for their safety. 
 
Since the inception of Quilts of Valor in 2003, there have been over 265,000 quilts awarded to Veterans all over the 
United States. 
 
Over the past few months, Chuck Howell has nominated some of our local Veterans to be awarded quilts.  They include 
from left to right: Debbie Mann, Doug Marsh, Jim Geuin, Donna Winsloe, Ernie Alverez, Richard Duley, John Froude, 
Roger Hewitt, and Tommy Young. 
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Quilts of Valor  
Submitted by Chuck Howell 

WE SALUTE OUR VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES 



Following the American Civil War, soldiers of the 9th and 10th Calvary, dubbed Buffalo Sol-
diers by the Native Americans, were tasked by Congress to help “control the Native Americans 
of the Plains, capture cattle rustlers and thieves and protect settlers, stagecoaches, wagon 
trains and railroad crews along the Western front”.  There were approximately 180,000 buffalo 

soldiers serving in the Union Army during the 
Civil War.  Some said the nickname was due to 
the curly dark hair of the soldiers that resem-
bled buffalo fur.  Another story went that in 1871, the Comanche 
gave them their name due to their fearlessness in battle, similar 
to the buffalo.  In 1866, six calvary and infantry regiments of 
African-American soldiers were organized by when Congress 
passed the Army Organization Act. “When the American-Indian 
Wars ended in the 1890s, the Buffalo Soldiers went on to fight in 
Cuba in the 1898 Spanish-American War; participated in Gen-
eral John J. Pershing’s 1916-1917 hunt for Mexican revolution-

ary Pancho Villa; and even acted as rangers in Yosemite and Sequoia national parks.” 
 
The first ever celebration of National Buffalo Soldiers Day was held in 1992 at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas where 
the original 10th Cavalry called home.  A monument was bestowed by General Colin Powell in honor of the spe-
cial day.  A museum dedicated to the Buffalo Soldier is located in Houston, Texas.  
 
National Buffalo Soldiers Day will be celebrated on Wednesday, July 28, 2021. 
 
https://www.history.com/news/who-were-the-buffalo-soldiers 
Joe Wallace is a 13-year vet eran of the United States Air Force and a former reporter for Air Force Television News 
Read more: https://militarybenefits.info/buffalo-soldiers-day/#ixzz6wHUHgbBU  
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Buffalo Soldiers  

WE SALUTE OUR VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

Memorial Day Ceremony Pictures 
At Oakland Cemetery 

Commander Frailey and Mayor Daly 

Bernice and Mary 

Honor Guard 

Speaker Mayor Daly 
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Veterans Stand Down  

“We can't all be Washingtons, but we can all be patriots." – Charles F. Browne  



Q. Why is the name “John Hancock” synonymous with “your signature?” 
A. Hancock’s bold signature on the Declaration of Independence dwarfed the signatures of the other signers. Legend says that 
Hancock wanted the king of England to see the rebellious signature without having to wear his spectacles! 
 
Q. When did America actually declare independence? 
A. Congress actually ruled in favor of independence on July 2, 1776. But it was two days later, on July 4, that Congress then 
accepted Jefferson’s document. As a result, John Adams thought July 2nd should be Independence Day. 
 
Q. How many people signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4? 
A. Only two men signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776—John Hancock, president of the Congress, and 
Charles Thompson, secretary of the Congress. 
 
Q. What day did most people sign the Declaration of Independence? 
A. August 2, 1776. 
 
Q. When did Independence Day become a national holiday? 
A. The Fourth of July was not declared a federal holiday until 1938! 
 
Q. Is there something written on the back of the Declaration of Independence? 
A. Yes, but not a treasure map like a certain favorite film suggests! The message “Original Declaration of Independence dated 
4th July 1776” is written upside down on the back of the Declaration of Independence. 
 
Q. Where is the Declaration of Independence document today? 
A. Jefferson’s original draft was lost and the one eventually signed is the “engrossed” document. It is kept at the National Ar-
chives in Washington, D.C., for all to see. Of the 200 printed versions of the Declaration made (called the Dunlap Broadsides), 
only 27 are accounted for. One of these was found in the back of a picture frame at a tag sale and sold at auction for $8.14 mil-
lion to television producer Norman Lear. It now travels the country to be displayed to the public. 
 
Q. Where was George Washington when the Declaration of Independence was written? 
A. In July 1776, Washington was not in Philadelphia; he was in New York with his troops. On July 9, he received his copy of 
the Declaration with a note from John Hancock telling Washington to share the news with his soldiers! They were so excit-
ed that they rushed over to the Bowling Green and tore down the statue of King George III. Shortly after this, the British, as 
Washington expected, attacked the colonists and the American Revolution was under way. The colonists fought eight long, 
hard years (1775-1783) for their independence from Britain.  
 
After the war was over, Washington hoped he would be able to retire and return to Mount Vernon, Virginia. Instead, in 1789, 
the electors unanimously voted George Washington the first president of the United States. Because it was such an honor, and 
he felt a great duty to his country, he accepted. He left Mount Vernon on April 16 and arrived in New York City on April 30 for 
his inauguration. As he took his oath standing on the balcony of Federal Hall, the crowd broke into cheers. The members of his 
first Cabinet included Thomas Jefferson as secretary of state and Alexander Hamilton as secretary of the treasury. 
 
https://militarybenefits.info/independence-day/ 
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“July: Just take me to the Ocean.” – Unknown  

Sharon L. Courey, Chaplain 
American Legion Auxiliary, Post 13 

 
Lord, we thank You for the joy in our hearts and the energy to go forth and 
do what we need to do.  Help us to embrace our days with fresh ideas and 
the ability to act on them with confidence.  Help us to never give up when 

obstacles confront us.  Keep us steadfast in the cause of Liberty and true Americanism.  May our Flag, 
the emblem of our Republic, float forever over a free land.  May our ancient watchword, IN GOD WE 
TRUST, ever live. 
 
As we celebrate this Fourth of July, please watch over our troops, Lord, protect them, bring them home 
safely.  May we never forget the sacrifices they make to maintain our freedom.  We remember, too, in 
love and gratitude, our veterans, departed and living, Your endless blessings upon them. 
 
Lord we pray in Your Name, Amen. 



Greeting Legioneers and Auxiliary Members: 
 
I have just finished the Girls State Program at FSU; with 209 fantastic ladies.  These young ladies are our future lead-
ers of tomorrow.  What an exciting experience with a fantastic staff and unbelievable 209 intelligent young ladies that 
will lead this country to greatness. I also want to think the Florida State Troopers for keeping us safe and on the move. 
 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome our Executive Committee members for 2021-2022.  They are:  Vice President 
Donna Winsloe; Secretary Cheryl Marrs; Treasurer Margie McNeill; Chaplain Sharon Courey;  Sgt-at-Arms Terry Lit-
tle;  the Historian position is vacate.  Please step up; we need your help for the success of our Unit.  Three Members-at-
Large, Wilba Burgess, Susan Caplowe, and Nance Nadeau.  Join us on July 22 at our monthly social and the installa-
tion of both the Legion and Auxiliary Officers for the upcoming year. 
 
Our new officers have already met and begun focusing on our goals. The Legion and Auxiliary have the same goals of 
supporting our Veterans, Children, and Community.  The Auxiliary Preamble starts with these words "FOR GOD 
AND COUNTRY," as we approach "INDEPENDENCE DAY." May we remember those who served; without our veter-
ans, we would not have the opportunity of living in a free country.  Fly your American flags, large or small; fly them 
high to show your patriotism. 
 
We ask for your prayers for our leadership. Think of your program chairman as team leaders; they are just that, Lead-
ers. However, it takes a team to achieve our goals.  Each member plays a vital role in the accomplishments of any or-
ganization, from cutting coupons, fundraising, or going out into the community; it has to be a group effort.  If you have 
a preference to chair a program or work on a particular project, please feel free to contact me at 850-766-1909. 
 
Mark your calendar for the North Florida  Homeless/At-Risk Veterans Stand Down, August 6-7, 2021, at FAMU, Law-
son Multipurpose Center.  Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 3:00 pp.m. 
 
Great news! The Auxiliary will be back in the Original Auxiliary Room for the July 8 meeting.  
The EC meets at 6:00 p.m. with the General Membership begins at 7:00 p.m. 
 
For God and Country, 
Nell Hewitt, President, 2021-2022 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Sauls-Bridges Unit 13  

“A Community of Volunteers Serving Veterans, Military, and their Families” 

Hello Legionnaires!   
 
As I write this, I am enjoying two bands that are performing at the Post.  The Tallahassee Swing Band has re-
sumed each Tuesday night.  Girl’s State HHS’s ended for 2021, and Boy’s State begins Sunday, the 20th of June.   
 
It would seem that we are now on our way to recovery.  Say thanks to your Creator and let’s let the good times 
roll! 
 
Hope to see you soon at the Post! 
 
Val Frailey 
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Auxiliary News 

“Do what we can, summer will have its flies.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson   

FROM THE COMMANDER 
 

POST 13 COMMANDER 



What is unique about the following states? 
 
Connecticut Delaware Georgia Massachusetts Maryland 
New Hampshire New Jersey New York North Carolina Pennsylvania 
South Carolina Rhode Island Virginia 
 
Hint: The Declaration of Independence was signed by 56 representatives of the 13 Colonies. 
 
July 1st 
The first photographs were used in a newspaper. (1848) 
US Postage Stamps went on sale for the first time in 1847. 
Zip codes go into use in 1963. 
Medicare health insurance program goes into effect. (1968) 
 
July 2nd  
President Garfield is shot. His struggle to survive lasted 80 days until his death on September 19th. (1881) 
The Lawrence Welk show premieres on television. (1955) 
 
July 3rd 
The first cultivated strawberry is displayed by Michael Kent (1806) 
 
July4th 
After being displayed for over a century, the torch on the Statue of Liberty is removed so it can be replaced. 
(1984) 
 
July 5th 
Baseball great Joe DiMaggio hits his first grand slam. (1937) 
The bikini makes its debut at a Paris fashion show. (1946) 
Anyone notice how little is left of the Bikini nowadays? Just a passing thought by John Folsom 

Have a safe and Happy 4th of July!  
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“A life without love is like a year without summer.” – Swedish Proverb   

DID YOU KNOW?    

BY John Folsom, Past Commander 

The Tallahassee Police Department and Tallahassee 
EMTs were honored May 27th at Post 13.   

Police Officer of the 
year, Tallahassee     
Florida, Sean Wyman 

Far left: Paramedic of 
the year Leon County, 
Nicole Harris 



That day – 5 September 1944 – will go down in history as Crazy Tuesday. The Allied advance was going smoothly when 
suddenly the Germans seemed to be in a hurry to get home. That was enough to make even the most cautious people 
over-confident. 
 
Kees Kappers from the Achterhoek, a region in the east of the country, wanted to become a teacher in the 1930s, but due 
to of a lack of teaching vacancies he joined the border committee in Limburg in 1938. When the Germans invaded in 
1940 he was given a posting in the Brabant village of Budel-Dorplein. 
 
Kees carried out checks on the Dutch-Belgian border. As the war progressed and German repression increased, shady 
things started to happen. Dozens of prisoners of war, pilots or Jews wanted to cross the border in secret and escape from 
the Germans. They were helped by the resistance movement. Through his friend Jan Zandvliet from the Rotterdam Mil-
itary Police, Customs Officer Kees Kappers became a member of the Belgian resistance movement De Witte Bri-
gade (White Brigade).  With a few other lads from Budel they smuggled dozens of refugees across the border. It was dan-
gerous work but Kees and Jan knew what was possible and what wasn’t. Together they made a successful team. 
 
The weather is too nice 
In June 1944 the Allies landed in Normandy and from there they advanced through Belgium into the Netherlands. 
From London, the Dutch government in exile called for the resistance to help the liberators. In Budel Kees Kappers and 
his accomplices joined the Dutch National Brigade (HNB). At the request of the Belgian resistance the Budel group blew 
up a lock near Weert in August. It was one incident from a whole series. Infrastructure important to the Germans had 
to be destroyed. Kees wrote about it. On Saturday 2 September he let his parents know that he wouldn’t be going home 
that weekend. The weather is too nice; there is gunfire from the air and that makes traveling too dangerous. 
 
In a letter he warned his mother: ‘Ma, don’t go back home and stay where you are (…) Take care and when the time 
comes, stay indoors. We want to see each other fit and healthy after the liberation,’ wrote Kees. 
 
Derailed train 
Three days later, on Crazy Tuesday, he and a friend had to sabotage the railway between Budel-Schoot and Weert. The 
night-time operation was a success but instead of the goods train that was expected, a train full of wounded soldiers and 
prisoners of war guarded by the SS was derailed the next morning. Dozens were killed or injured and that stretch of 
track was destroyed. The Germans were furious. 
 
Also on that day there was confrontation in Budel-Dorplein between escaping National Socialists and the resistance. 
Kees and his friends were betrayed by the National Socialists and hunted down by the angry SS. They fled into the 
reeds on the banks of the Ringselven lake but were caught and brutally murdered. The men were beaten up inhumane-
ly. 
 
Five years later – on 4 May 1949 – a war memorial was placed in the Catholic cemetery in the Kerkplein square in Bu-
del-Dorplein. The Remembrance has been attended for many years by Kees Kappers from Apeldoorn, a nephew of the 
resistance hero. In 2016 he brought with him a small box with the inscription ‘Uncle Kees’. It contained posthumous 
awards and the letter to his “Dear Mother and Bep”. It was the letter telling his mother that she ought to stay indoors! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

JULY    4 INDEPENDENCE DAY 
JULY  22 POST 13 SOCIAL 6:00 PM 
 PROGRAM 6:30 PM 
JULY  25 NATIONAL HIRE A VETERAN 

DAY 
JULY  27 NATIONAL KOREAN WAR  
 VETERANS ARMISTICE DAY 
JULY  28 NATIONAL BUFFALO  
 SOLDIER DAY 
JULY  29 ARMY CHAPLAINS CORPS 
 ANNIVERSARY 
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“Summer vacation: where you drink triple, see double and act single.” – Unknown  

Kees Kappers 
Taken from Brabrant Remembers 

Submitted by John Folsom  

THREE AGENT ORANGE PRESUMPTIVES ADDED 
 
Three conditions will be added to the list of those presump-
tively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. Those 
conditions are bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and Parkin-
sonism.  
 
Vietnam War era Veterans and their survivors, who previ-
ously filed and were denied benefits for one of these three 
new presumptive conditions, will have their cases automat-
ically reviewed without the need to refile a claim.  
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To Book your Event at the Post, please call 850-284-6967.  W
e do not m

aintain regular office hours.  All services perform
ed here are volunteer hours.  G

enerally, the office is open from
 N

oon 
until late afternoon.  If you m

ust leave a m
essage, please m

ake certain to leave your area code as part of your telephone num
ber. 

   JULY 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

27  
 
HALL AVAILABLE  
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 

28 
 
7:30 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CHECK WITH   
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER 

29 
 
7:30 - 10:00 pm 
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm 
LESSONS  

30 
 
6:30 pm  
CHECK WITH 
SUE BOYD FOR 
DANCE AND  
LESSONS  
 

1  JULY 
 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Clinic 
 
 

2 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 

3 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 

4 
 
 
FOURTH OF JULY 
 
6:30 pm 
GLORY BOUND  
GOSPEL SING 

5 
 
7:30 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CHECK WITH   
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER 

6 
 
7:30 - 10:00 pm 
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm 
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL 

7 
 
6:30 pm  
CHECK WITH 
SUE BOYD FOR 
DANCE AND  
LESSONS  
 

8 
 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Clinic 
6:30 pm  
Executive Board Meeting 
7:30 pm  
General Meeting 

9 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

10 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 

11 
 
HALL AVAILABLE  
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 

 

12 
  
7:30 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CHECK WITH   
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER 
 

13 
 
7:30 pm  
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm 
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL 

14 
 
6:30 pm  
CHECK WITH 
SUE BOYD FOR 
DANCE AND  
LESSONS  

15 
 
7:10 am  
TIPS MEETING 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
LEGAL CLINIC 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Marine Corps League 

16 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

17 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

18 
 
HALL AVAILABLE  
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 

19 
 
7:30 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CHECK WITH   
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER 
  

20 
 
7:30 pm  
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm 
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL 

21 
 
6:30 pm  
CHECK WITH 
SUE BOYD FOR 
DANCE AND  
LESSONS  
 

22 
 
7:10 am  
TIPS MEETING 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
LEGAL CLINIC 
6:30 pm 
POST SOCIAL 

23 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

24 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 

25 
 
National Hire A 
Veteran Day 
 
HALL AVAILABLE  
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 

26 
 
7:30 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CHECK WITH   
DANCE INSTRUCTOR 
HEATHER FULLER 
 

27 
 
 
National Korean War 
Veterans Armistice  
7:30 pm  
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 

28 
 
 
National Buffalo  
Soldier Day 
6:30 pm  
SUE BOYD DANCE 
AND LESSONS  

29 
 
Army Chaplains Corps 
Anniversary 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Clinic 

30 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

31 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 



Located at: 
229 Lake Ella Drive 
Tallahassee, Florida 32303 
 
Mailing Address: 
American Legion,  
Sauls-Bridges Post #13  
PO Box 38028  
Tallahassee, FL 32315-8028 
 
Phone: 850-222-3382 
Web:   FloridaLegionPost13.org 
Email: amlegp13@gmail.com 
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Editing/Layout:   
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Photos: Email:   
aml13newsletter@gmail.com 
 
Webpage (Face book):  Google:    
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EVENTS BOOKING:   
(850) 284-6967 

 
Deadline for the AUGUST 2021 

Newsletter will be  
JULY 10th at 5:00pm 

 
Newsletter items can be submitted three ways:  (1) 
Place in the Newsletter Box in the Post 13 office  (2) 
Mail to the return address above, or (3) Submit (with a 
subject line) to the Post’s Newsletter Email Address:  
(Please Note this is a NEW email address and 
should be used for NEWSLETTER communica-
tion only.) 

 

 

All Articles published require the Commander’s approval.   

 
 PLEASE NOTE: 
 Post General Membership Business Meetings are held  on 

the 2ND Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm. 

Return Service Requested 

AML13NEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM 

JULY 2021 

 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE AN ITEM FOR THE NEWSLETTER  

PLEASE EMAIL AMLNEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM 


