
T he 18th of December is the celebration of National Wreaths Across America Day.  It is a day 
to honor our lost and their sacrifices during the Christmas season. We have been celebrating 

this day since the American Revolution throughout the late 1700s.  What a wonderful tribute to 
our soldiers!  But how did it begin?   
 
The Wreaths Across America (WAA) organization began through the efforts of one family.  “The 
Worcester family owns a memorial wreath business and has been making wreath donations to Ar-
lington National Cemetery for many years. A photograph featuring some of those wreaths went 
viral circa 2005.”  Once it went viral, donations from across the country came pouring in.  The 
Worcester’s had no idea the impact that one photo would make across the nation. 
 
At first, the company was not set up legally 
to accept donations so these donations were 
returned to the donors.  However, as more 
money continued pouring in from thousands 
of people wanting to help, the Worcester fam-
ily knew something needed to be done.  Not 
wanting to let this opportunity go by, their 
family business was set up as a 501(c)(3) non-
profit charitable organization.  Since then 
WAA helps other groups with fundraising 
such as the Civil Air Patrol, Scouts, 4-H, lo-
cal VFW chapters, and many others. 
 
“2012 marked the year when the one millionth wreath was laid at Arlington National Cemetery. In 
2016, the 25th anniversary of the first wreaths donated pre-WAA by the Worcester Family and 
Worcester Wreath Company.” 
 
By 2008, wreath laying events occurred in every state with over 300 locations participating, and 
many events were held overseas.  On December 13 of the same year, Congress declared Wreaths 
Across America Day. In 2014, WAA and its volunteers laid over 700,000 wreaths.  This was accom-
plished through the help of more than two thousand fundraising groups, corporate contributions, 
and volunteers.  “The annual Wreaths Across America parade from Harrington, Maine to Arling-
ton National Cemetery is described as ‘the world’s largest veterans’ parade’.” 
 
Once the wreaths are finished, they are sent to pre-determined locations.  On the designated day, a 
volunteer places the wreath on the gravesite of a veteran.  Once the wreath laying ceremony is 
completed, the volunteer then recites the name of the veteran “to ensure that the legacy of duty, 
service and sacrifice of that veteran is never forgotten”.  

https://militarybenefits.info/wreaths-across-america/ 
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F irefighter training for Post-911 veterans is available through the Southeast Conservation Corps Veterans 
Fire Corps program.  “The program is open to Veterans aged 18-35 who can meet a host of qualifications. Vet-

erans must also pass a three-mile hike with 45 pounds in 45 minutes. Training locations are in LaFayette, Geor-
gia, and Chattanooga, Tennessee. The Georgia program runs Jan. 10 to Sept. 30; the 14-week Tennessee program 
runs January 10 to April 15.”   
 
The Veterans Fire Corps works in conjunction with state and federal agencies, including the U.S. Forest Service, 
the Bureau of Land Management, and the Corporation for National and Community Service.  Veterans that apply 
must be flexible, able to travel, and adaptable to working in an ever-changing and often hazardous environment.  
Veterans earn a weekly salary while training, and an AmeriCorps Education Award upon successfully completing 
the program. 
 
Members also earn the following trainings and certifications: 
 

 S130: Firefighter Training 
 S190: Intro to Wildland Fire Behavior 
 S212: Wildland Fire Chainsaws 
 I 100: Introduction to Incident Command System 
 IS 700: Introduction to the National Incident Management 

System 
 L 180: Humans Factors in Wildland Fire Service 
 First Aid/CPR certificates 
 Members must pass the Arduous Work Capacity (PACK) Test within the first two weeks of the season to 

participate in this program. 
 

To read a full position description and learn more about the Veterans Fire Corps program and Southeast Conser-
vation Corps, visit these webpages: 
 
Georgia - https://jobs.silkroad.com/ConservationLegacy/Careers/jobs/2885 
Tennessee - https://jobs.silkroad.com/ConservationLegacy/Careers/jobs/2895 
 
Interested Veterans can also email  Lagee@conservationlegacy.org or SECC@conservationlegacy.org. 
 
News Sections: #VetResources, Published On: October 19th, 2021. 
Air Force Veteran Adam Stump is a member of VA's Digital Media Engagement team.   

Sharon L. Courey, Chaplain 
American Legion Auxiliary, Post 13 

 
Lord, we humble ourselves before You as we prepare for the celebration of Your 
birthday the true meaning of Christmas.  Through the gift of Your endless love, may 
we be filled with a spirit of kindness, forgiveness, compassion and charity.  Let us 
never forget You are the Creator, Savior and Ruler of this world and as Emmanuel, 

You are always with us.  Guide us to grow closer in our families, in our units, and in our country, while praying 
for peace among all people of the world.  Thank you for the gift of life, our beautiful nation, its citizens, and all our 
military and veterans.  We entrust our country to Your care in the hope our leaders in government will abide by 
the U.S. Constitution and work toward the protection and good of all while preserving our freedom and democra-
cy, standing for truth and what is right for America in Your eves.  May we share the glory, the wonder and mira-
cle of this Holy Season.  We pray for the day to come when truth, justice and love shall overrule all actions and 
the glorious message of, “Peace on earth to men of good will, “ will prevail in every nation among all people.   
 
May the blessings of the Lord be upon us all this Christmas and in the coming year through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 
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“It is December, and nobody asked if I was ready.” ― Sarah Kay  

Training for VA Firefighters 



What Makes John Folsom Laugh  
Great Book Of Funny Quotes for December by Eileen Mason  

 
December 4 
Thomas Carlyle, Scottish essayist, and historian December 4th, 1795 
"If you are ever in doubt as to whether or not you should kiss a pretty girl, always give her the benefit of the 
doubt." 
 
Samuel Butler, English satirist and novelist born December 4th, 1835 
"Brigands demand your money or your life; women require both." 
"Life is the art of drawing sufficient conclusions from insufficient premises." 
 
December 5  
Don't drink water day. 
"One drink is just right; two is too many; three are too few." Spanish saying 
 
During the 13 years that prohibition was enforced by the Treasury Department, the Department of Agriculture 
continued to distribute leaflets on how to extract alcohol from apples, bananas, pumpkins, and all manner of pro-
duce. 
 
“Wine improves with age, the older I get, the more I like it." Anon 
 
December 7 
"Bo" Bell Robert Belinsky, American baseball player December 7, 1936 
“Bo was an appealing Rogue and it is good to see the wastrels of the world win one now and then." Gene Autry 
about Bo Belinsky 
 
Let's stop for a moment to define two words just in case: 
Brigand, Rogue gangs that demand your money or your life 
Wastrels, lazy good-for-nothing people Food Lion 
 
Howard Finkelstein, American lawyer born December 7, 1951 
“Lawyers are experts at keeping people from reaching any kind of agreement." 
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What is a Veteran’s Wreath? 

“Chill December brings the sleet, Blazing fire, and Christmas treat.” Sara Coleridge  
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A  veterans’ wreath is a symbol of HONOR, RESPECT, and VICTORY.  Each of the 10 balsam bouquets that comprises a 
veteran’s wreath, symbolizes 10 special qualities. 

 
10 Special Qualities: 
 

Their BELIEF in a greater good 
Their LOVE for each other 
Their STRENGTH, work ethic, & character 
Their HONESTY & integrity 
Their HUMILITY, selflessness & modesty 
Their AMBITIONS & aspirations 
Their OPTIMISM for America 
Their CONCERN for the future 
Their PRIDE in their duties 
Their HOPE & DREAMS that didn’t always come true, but left them with no regrets 

 
Parts of the Wreath Symbols: 
 

Evergreens = Longevity & Endurance 
Red Bow = Great Sacrifice 
Forest Scent = Purity & Simplicity 
Circular Shape = Eternity 

Contributed by: https://militarybenefits.info/wreaths-across-
america/ 

On December 18, 2021 at 12:00 pm, Wreaths Across 
America will be at Tallahassee National Cemetery 
to Remember and Honor our veterans through the 
laying of Remembrance wreaths on the graves of 
our country's fallen heroes and the act of saying the 
name of each and every veteran aloud.  For more 
information, visit their website below: 
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/15654/ov
erview/?relatedId=00 

Wreath Results for Tallahassee for 2021 

825 Wreaths Sponsored 
33.0% to Goal 
1,675 To Go!  

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/15654/overview/?re
latedId=00 
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Meaning of the Flag-Draped Coffin 

“At Christmas, all roads lead home.” – Marjorie Holmes  
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The draping of American flags over military veterans' coffins began during the Napoleonic Wars in the late 1700s and 
early 1800s and requires a certain protocol. 
 
Significance: Flags draped over coffins honor the memory of military members who serve the United States.  
 
Qualifications: Most veterans and active-service members of the military with honorable discharges qualify for flag-
draped coffins at their funerals.  
 
Protocol: Burial flags should never touch the ground, and when being used to drape a coffin, should never be lowered 
into the grave. The flag should be removed from the casket and folded into a triangle with only the union, or the blue 
field, showing. It will then be given to the deceased's next of kin, friend or specified associate, according to the Maine 
Military Funerals Honor Program. Qualified veterans may receive only one burial flag. 
 
The 21-gun salute at military funerals stands for the sum of the numbers in the year 1776. 
 
The 1st fold of the flag is a symbol of life. 
 
The 2nd fold is a symbol of the belief in eternal life. 
 
The 3rd fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veterans departing the ranks who gave a 
portion of their lives for the defense of the country to attain peace throughout the world. 
 
The 4th fold represents the weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him 
we turn in times of peace as well as in time of war for His divine guidance. 
 
The 5th fold is a tribute to the country.  
 
The 6th fold is for where people's hearts lie. It is with their heart that they pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America, and the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice 
for all. 
 
The 7th fold is a tribute to its Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that they protect their country and 
their flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of their republic. 
 
The 8th fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of 
day. 
 
The 9th fold is a tribute to womanhood, and Mothers. For it has been through their faith, their love, loyalty and devo-
tion that the character of the men and women who have made this country great has been molded. 
 
The 10th fold is a tribute to the father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of their country 
since they were first born. 
 
The 11th fold represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon and glorifies in the Hebrews 
eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 
The 12th fold represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in the Christians eyes, God the Father, the Son and Holy 
Spirit. 
 
The 13th fold, or when the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost reminding them of their Nations motto, “In 
God We Trust.” 
 
After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the 
soldiers who served under General George Washington, and the Sailors and Marines who served under Captain John 
Paul Jones, who were followed by their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving 
for them the rights, privileges and freedoms they enjoy today. 

http://lanesboroamericanlegion.org/meaning-of-the-flag-draped-coffin.html#:~:text=Significance%3A%20Flags%20draped%20over%20coffins,draped%20coffins%
20at%20their%20funerals. 
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First, if you are going to the mall to visit Santa, go early in the season. No lines, very little if any waiting, plus you gen-
erally have more time for your Santa visit. 
 
Don't frighten your child. You want the best picture possible. If you get a really good Santa, like me, allow him to work 
his magic. This was the second tip. 
 
Thirdly, is your child a baby in diapers? Do not hand Santa a soiled child. You might very well get a good picture or may 
get embarrassed if Santa has to instruct you to reconsider your visit at this time. The other kids don't want to visit a 
smelly Santa. 
 
Fourthly, Santa is supposed to remain in caricature. If the parents come in arguing, the child may not enjoy their visit. 
WAIT, don't spoil the visit for everybody. I had an experience one time where this mother was intent on her baby visit-
ing Santa. After placing the baby with me, the grandmother who was following behind her proceeded in snatching up 
the baby while yelling “ I told you she would not want to visit Santa”. There were more kids in line, I wonder what they 
thought. 
 
Fifth on my list, animal night. Dogs, cats, birds, turtles, lizards and a whole list of other critters. Santa needs to have 
the best of the best when it comes to helpers to get that “perfect picture”. If your pet decides it can't wait, then you 
should be prepared to clean the mess; hazard of pet ownership. The most dogs I held at one time was five. 
 
Teenagers are a different breed. So, for our sixth tip, trust me. I was there when their parents weren't. When a teenager 
comes in with the parent you hear “I'm too big to see Santa”. Put two or more teenagers together without grownup influ-
ence and they are rushing to see who can get in line first. Then they start asking…well that is between them and Santa. 
My tip is give them a chance on their own, you might get that picture yet. 
 
Santa's hands should be visible at all times. Good tip for number seven. 
 
Number eight, best tip of all. Santa is planning on visiting Post 13 on December 23. If you are a member, your member-
ship card is dated 2021, and have kids or grandkids think about letting them have their visit with Santa. Santa is 
scheduled to arrive at 3:00 pm and his reindeer will carry him away at 8:00 pm. You may bring your own camera. 
 
This event is also open to AMVET members.  
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“The cold is coming. December’s winter solstice. Start of the season.” – Robert Pettit  

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR  

Tips for Visiting Santa by Santa Himself 

Dear Members: 
 
Wow!  Where has the year gone?  It’s Christmastime again and the end of this year.  Surely not the best year ever, but 
we’ve survived it.  We do have events scheduled and of course, our own Tallahassee Swing Band Christmas Dance on 
December 14th.  Seems like we are striving to bring some level of normalcy to our lives and it’s about time.  
 
On another note, I received an email from MOAA that Walmart is trying to reestablish a prescriptions contract with Tri-
care.  According to Walmart, they entered into an agreement with Tricare on September 30th, but Tricare isn’t honoring 
it.  This is their side of things, however, and as it affects many of you, I’ll keep you posted; so don’t move those prescrip-
tion just yet. 
 
Please stay safe this holiday season and thanks to all of you for supporting Post 13. ~ Paula Wilkins  



CHRISTMAS DANCE 

Tallahassee Swing Band 

 
    

 

 

December 14, 2021 

Come join us for a night of  
Christmas cheer! 

 
Christmas tunes and  

more of your favorites! 
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Post 13 Events  

Baby, it’s cold outside.  
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Women Pay Too Much! 
Did you know women’s military uniforms can cost up to twice as much as a man’s uniform?  Women are fed 
up and fighting back!   
 
“Establishing uniform cost parity between male and female servicemembers is long overdue,” said Lt. Gen. 
Dana T. Atkins, USAF (Ret), MOAA president and CEO. “Uniform allowances have been based on the male 
uniform for years, resulting in female servicemembers having to personally subsidize the cost of their uni-
forms.”  
 
According to a recent Government Accountability Office (GAO) study, the military made 18 uniform changes 
over the last decade that increased out-of-pocket costs for women officers.  That’s not fair!!  Well, let’s do 
something about it!  And they are! 
 
Rep. Joe Wilson (R-S.C.) will be introducing the House version of the FATIGUES Act and is working with 
the Senate to make it a bipartisan effort. The bill states:  
 
“Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense, acting through 
the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness and in coordination with the Secretaries con-
cerned with respect to the Armed Forces under their jurisdiction, shall establish consistent criteria for deter-
mining which uniform or clothing items across the services are considered uniquely military for purposes of 
calculating the standard cash clothing replacement allowances, in part to reduce differences in out-of-pocket 
costs incurred by enlisted members of the Armed Forces across the military services and by gender within a 
military service.”  
 
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2021-news-articles/advocacy/women-who-serve-pay-too-much-for-uniforms.-ask-congress-to-
act-now/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TMNsend&utm_content=NC+AFHRM+1+ERet+L+NC 

 
 

www.eventbrite.com 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

They’re back!!! 
Mark your calendars! 
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Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

Baby, it’s cold outside.  
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Things Invented by Women 

10. TELECOMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 
 
“Shirley Ann Jackson is a physicist and president of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, the oldest technological re-
search university in the U.S.”  She was born August 5, 1946 in Washington, D.C.  Jackson attended Roosevelt 
High School and graduated in 1964 as valedictorian.  She had her pick of colleges and settled on attending Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology.   
 
“She was the first African American woman to receive a Ph.D. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT), and she spent many years conducting research at AT&T Bell Laboratories. She was named professor of 
physics at Rutgers University in 1991.”   
 
Her area of studies included subatomic particles found in atoms.  Jackson gained notoriety from her expertise in 
neutrinos, one type of subatomic particle.  In 1995, she was appointed head of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
by President Bill Clinton.  
 
Some of the Telecommunication Technology developed by 
Dr. Shirley Jackson includes the portable fax, touch tone 
telephone, solar cells, fiberoptic cables, and the technology 
behind caller ID and call waiting.  In addition, she has re-
ceived many notable awards and accolades, and has served 
on many national and international boards. 
 
https://biography.yourdictionary.com/shirley-ann-jackson 

1. AMERICANS FIRED THE FIRST SHOT BEFORE THE PEARL HAR-
BOR ATTACK. On the morning of December 7th, 1941, the Wickes-class 
destroyer USS Ward attacked and sank a Ko-hyoteki-class midget subma-
rine near the entrance to the harbor. 

2. THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR LASTED FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS.  
3. THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR LED TO US ENTERING WORLD WAR 

II. On December 8, the day after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Congress ap-
proved Roosevelt’s declaration of war. The US declared war on Japan.  

4. JAPANESE SUBMARINES WERE SUPPOSED TO PLAY A MAJOR ROLE 
IN THE ATTACK. They picked up crashed pilots and were pulled off position. 

5. THE SURPRISE ATTACK DID NOT DESTROY THE ENTIRE AMERICAN 
PACIFIC FLEET. 

6. ARIZONA MEMORIAL AND BATTLESHIP MISSOURI ARE BOOKENDS TO THE WAR. The Battleship Arizona 
began the war and the Battleship Missouri sailed into Tokyo Bay to host the formal surrender of Japan marking 
the end of the war.  

7. VETERANS CAN BE LAID TO REST AT PEARL HARBOR. Crew members who served onboard the USS Arizo-
na during the attack may choose to have their ashes deposited by divers beneath one of the sunken Arizona’s 
gun turrets.  

8. PEARL HARBOR WAS ATTACKED TO PROTECT THE INVA-
SION OF THE “SOUTHERN RESOURCE AREA”. Japan targeted 
Southeast Asia, rich in minerals and oil.  

9. JAPAN COULD HAVE INFLICTED GREATER DAMAGE IF THEY 
TARGETED DIFFERENT AREAS. Japan focused on battleships 
leaving American aircraft carriers untouched by the attack (at the 
time, they were out at sea).  

10. THE USS ARIZONA STILL LEAKS FUEL. The Arizona “continues to 
spill up to 9 quarts of oil into the harbor each day”.  

 https://www.pearlharbortours.com/blog/facts-about-pearl-harbor/ 



“In the Spirit of Service, Not Self” 

It's that time again when we smell the fresh-cut trees, chestnuts roasting, and enjoying the holidays.  Thanks-
giving is gone, which means winter and Christmas are here!   
 
Our Poppy distribution was a great success. Thanks to everyone who helped, those who donated time, those who 
donated space, and our community who gave graciously.  Unit 13 projects will continue to contribute and serve 
organizations providing service and support to our military families, children, and youth programs for the holi-
days.   
 
Our regular monthly meetings are back on; we have a lot to discuss since our November meeting was canceled 
due to Veterans Day activities.  We will be planning December's actions, so please plan to attend.  The Executive 
Committee will meet at 6:00 pm, with the General Membership meeting beginning at 7:00 pm December 9th.  All 
meetings will be held in person in the Auxiliary room of the Post. 
 
Thank you one and all for the success of our Raffle baskets at our socials.  We hope to continue the Raffle Bas-
kets in January when our socials resume; see you then! 
 
Please continue supporting our organization with your prayers; they are much appreciated.  In the spirit of Ser-
vice, Not Self, the mission statement of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion and to 
honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, both at 
home and abroad. 
 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  Be safe and enjoy family and friends.  
 
For God and Country,  
Nell Hewitt, President 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Sauls-Bridges, Unit 13 
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Auxiliary News 

“When snow falls, nature listens.” – Antoinette van Kleef  

About the Civil Air Patrol… 
 
 More than 66,000 members nationwide.  
 
 Celebrates its 78th anniversary Dec. 1, 2019.  
 
 Three primary missions – aerospace education, cadet programs and emergency services.  
 
 Performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions, as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination 

Center, saving an average of 82 lives per year.  
 
 Also performs aerial reconnaissance for homeland security and disaster relief missions for local, state and national organi-

zations.  
 
 Operates one of the largest fleets of single-engine piston aircraft in the world, with 560 currently in the fleet.  
 
 Flies, through volunteer members, approximately 100,000 hours each year.  
 
 Maintains fleet of 1,000-plus emergency service vehicles for training and mission support.  
 
 Mentors over 28,000 cadets ages 12-20 in four areas: leadership, aerospace, fitness and character development.  
 
 Cadet activities include an active role in emergency services missions, orientation flights in powered and glider aircraft, 

flight training scholarships and career explorations, as well as activities and competition for cadets at local, state, regional 
and national levels. 

 
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/2019Wreaths_Across_America_FactsLR__A610415FB25CE.pdf 



THE U.S. CAMEL CORPS 
 
Credit: Abell-Hanger Foundation/Permian Basin Petroleum Museum, Library and Hall of Fame/Army 
Historical Foundation 
 
Horses were the Army’s primary form of transport during the 19th century, but things might 
have been very different if not for the failure of the U.S. Camel Corps. This unlikely experi-
ment began in 1856 after Secretary of War Jefferson Davis imported a herd of several dozen 
camels from North Africa and Turkey. Davis believed the “ships of the desert” would flourish in 
the arid climate of America’s newly acquired territories in the Southwest, and early tests and 
supply runs seemed to back him up. The camels could 
go days without water, carried heavy loads with ease 
and navigated harsh terrain better than mules and 
horses. One previously skeptical surveyor even dubbed 
them “noble and useful brutes” after they impressed 
during an expedition to the Arizona-California border. 
But while the camels’ hardiness was never in doubt, 
the Civil War effectively ended their stint in the 
armed services. Army brass lost interest in the outfit 
during the march to war, and it was finally disbanded 
after the Confederacy—ironically, with Davis as its 
president—captured its base at Camp Verde, Texas. Most of the remaining camels were later 
auctioned off to circuses and private citizens. Others were turned loose, and their descendants 
were still being sighted in the wild as recently as the 1940s. 
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“Winter is not a season, it's a celebration.” – Anamika Mishra 

DID YOU KNOW?    

BY John Folsom, Past Commander 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings from the Post to all you Legionaries. I hope you have purchased all your holiday gifts 
in advance, including foodstuffs. The new costs will amaze you. 
 
Here at the Post home, repairs are underway with several projects, in order to continue our 
ability to maintain a safe and comfortable place. 
 
I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving and Christmas. May we truly give thanks 
for the gift the world received that first Christmas. 
 
Val Frailey 

FROM THE COMMANDER 
 

POST 13 COMMANDER 



Lady Houston and the Spitfire 
World History On Line 

Submitted by John Folsom 
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“Christmas isn’t a season. It’s a feeling.” – Edna Ferber 

 

F anny Lucy Radmill was born in Kennington, South London, in 1857. At 16, she was a chorus girl 
known as “Poppy” when she attracted the attention of a man named Frederick “Freddy” Gretton. 

Gretton’s family were co-owners of the Ball Brewery, making Freddy extremely wealthy. Lucy and 
Freddy never married, but they were together for ten years. Freddy Gretton died in 1882 at age 42, but 
before his death, he bequeathed her £6,000 a year for life- an enormous sum of money at the time. 
 
Although Lucy was now financially set for life, she married the wealthy Theodore Frances Brinckman, 
the eldest son of Sir Theodore Brinckman, a baronet, in 1883. However, the marriage wasn’t meant to 
last, and the couple divorced in 1895. Lucy was remarried to George Frederick William Byron, 9th Bar-
on Byron of Rochdale in 1901, but she really only got social status and nothing else from her second 
husband as he was already bankrupt. 
 
During the First World War, Lucy opened a rest home (known as the Bluebirds’ Nest) for nurses who had served on the West-
ern Front. The Bluebirds’ Nest was up and running by 1915. Lucy also did other things to support the war effort, including 
sending 100,000 boxes of matches to troops in France after hearing soldiers at the front had cigarettes but no matches to light 
them with. She also sent 1,100 brown woolen pullovers to the 9th Battalion of the Bluffs, each accompanied by a card that 
read “a warm greeting from Lady Byron.” 
 
In 1917, Lucy was appointed Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire for her creation of Bluebirds’ Nest. That 
same year, her husband Byron also passed away. 
 
Lady Lucy really came into her own in the latter half of her life. After Byron’s death in 1917, she was a guest on the yacht of 
Sir Thomas Lipton when she met Sir Robert Houston. Houston was a wealthy shipping magnate and a Member of Parliament 
for West Toxteth. The two were married in December 1924. 
 
After her marriage to Houston, the couple settled in Jersey to avoid paying taxes. However, Sir Robert Houston was poor in 
health when the couple got married in 1924 and ultimately he passed away in 1926. When he died, he left Lady Lucy £5.5 mil-
lion of his £7 million fortune. Lucy was now one of England’s wealthiest women and was ready to make a difference with her 
inherited money. 
 
In 1929, Lucy had followed in the press the tale of the Schneider Trophy competition - a biennial international airspeed race 
that Britain had won for the second time in 1929. Britain was due to host the next competition in 1931, and if they won that 
year they could keep the Schneider Trophy for good. In 1929, then Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald had indicated that the 
government would support the 1931 competition, but by early 1931 the British government was back-pedaling. The govern-
ment felt that in the midst of the Great Depression, the expenditure on this competition could not be justified. Without the 
British government’s support, it seemed almost certain that there would be no Schneider competition. 
 
Because of the Great Depression and economic crisis gripping Britain, the British Cabinet vetoed any Royal Air Force involve-
ment or Government funding in sporting events. This view was supported by the Marshal of the Royal Air Force, Sir Hugh 
Trenchard, who could see “nothing of value” in the competition nor in the development of high-speed aircraft. 

 
Upon hearing that the government would not financially back the RAF’s par-
ticipation in the 1931 Schneider Trophy Race, Lady Lucy took it upon herself 
to pay whatever means necessary to ensure Britain was successful in this com-
petition. Lady Lucy boldly declared that “every true Briton would rather sell 
his last shirt than admit that England could not afford to defend herself.” She 
ultimately paid £100,000 to the government to ensure British participation in 
the race. 
 

With Lady Lucy’s financial backing, Rolls Royce developed a new engine, and R.J. Mitchell and his team at Vicker-Supreme 
were able to design the winning Supermarine S6.B aircraft. Not only did the S6.B win the 1931 Schneider Trophy, but it has 
been hailed as giving the necessary momentum for the development of the Supermarine Spitfire, which protected England 
during the Second World War. 
 
Without Lady Houston’s funding, R.J. Mitchell’s design team would not have gained experience in producing high-speed air-
craft that would later become the Spitfire fighter. Unfortunately, Lady Lucy never saw the Spitfire come to fruition, as she 
died on December 29, 1936.  



MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Dec    1 Civil Air Patrol Birthday 
Dec    7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
Dec  13 U.S. National Guard Birthday 
Dec  18 National Wreaths Across America 
Dec  25 Christmas Day 
Dec  31 New Year’s Eve 

Images of Veterans Day 2021 
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“WE SALUTE OUR VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

The October 2021 CPI is 271.552, 1.2 percent above the FY 
2022 COLA baseline.  
  
The Consumer Price Index for November is scheduled to be 
released Dec. 10. The CPI baseline for FY 2022 is 268.421.  
 
The calculation is made by comparing the average CPI from 
July through September of the current fiscal year to the aver-
age for the same months of the year prior. Remember, active 
duty pay raises are calculated differently. 
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To Book your Event at the Post, please call 850-284-6967.  W
e do not m

aintain regular office hours.  All services perform
ed here are volunteer hours.  G

enerally, the office is open from
 N

oon 
until late afternoon.  If you m

ust leave a m
essage, please m

ake certain to leave your area code as part of your telephone num
ber. 

   DECEMBER 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

28 
 
HALL AVAILABLE  
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 

29 
 
8:00 - 10:00 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CO-HOST USA 
(Amateur Ballroom  
Association)  

30 
 
7:30 pm  
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm LESSONS 
WITH MICHAEL 

1  DECEMBER 
 
 
 
 
CIVIL AIR PATROL 
BIRTHDAY 

2 
 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Collaborative 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
 

3 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 

4 

 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 

5 
 
6:00 - 8:30 pm 
GOSPEL SING 
NO CHARGE 
OPEN TO  PUBLIC 
 
 

6 
 
8:00 - 10:00 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CO-HOST USA 
 

7 
 
7:30 - 10:00 pm 
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
  
 

8 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

9 
 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Collaborative 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
6:00 pm  
Executive Board Meeting 
7:00 pm  
General Meeting 

10 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

11 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

12 
 
HALL AVAILABLE  
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 

 

13 
  
 
NATIONAL GUARD  
BIRTHDAY 
8:00 - 10:00 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CO-HOST USA 

14 
 
CHRISTMAS DANCE 
7:30 pm 
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm 
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL 

15 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 

16 
 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Collaborative 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Marine Corps League 

17 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

18 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 

19 
 
HALL AVAILABLE  
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 

20 
 
8:00 - 10:00 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CO-HOST USA  
  

 

 

21 
 
7:30 pm  
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm 
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL 

22 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

23 
 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Collaborative 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
 
 

24 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

25 

 
 

26 
 
HALL AVAILABLE  
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 
 
 

27 
 
8:00 - 10:00 pm  
BALLROOM DANCE 
CO-HOST USA  
 
 
 

28 
 
7:30 pm  
TALLAHASSEE 
SWING BAND 
6:30 pm 
LESSONS WITH 
MICHAEL 

29 
 
HALL AVAILABLE 
CALL 284-6967  
OR 443-1878 
 

 

30 
 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Legal Collaborative 
7:10 am  
TIPS Meeting 
 
 

31 
 
8:00 pm  
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
DANCE WITHTHE 
ROCKITZ BAND 
 
 

1  JANUARY 

 
 



 
Located at: 
229 Lake Ella Drive 
Tallahassee, Florida 32303 
 
Mailing Address: 
American Legion,  
Sauls-Bridges Post #13  
PO Box 38028  
Tallahassee, FL 32315-8028 
 
Phone: 850-222-3382 
Web:   FloridaLegionPost13.org 
Email: amlegp13@gmail.com 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

US Postage PAID 

Tallahassee, Florida 

Permit No. 21 
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For God 

and Country 

Editing/Layout:   
Paula Wilkins 
 
Photos: Email:   
aml13newsletter@gmail.com 
 
Webpage (Face book):  Google:    
“American Legion Sauls-Bridges” 
 
EVENTS BOOKING:   
(850) 284-6967 

 
Deadline for the JANUARY 2022 

Newsletter will be  
DECEMBER 10th at 5:00pm 

 
Newsletter items can be submitted three ways:  (1) 
Place in the Newsletter Box in the Post 13 office  (2) 
Mail to the return address above, or (3) Submit (with a 
subject line) to the Post’s Newsletter Email Address:  
(Please Note this is a NEW email address and 
should be used for NEWSLETTER communica-
tion only.) 

 

 

All Articles published require the Commander’s approval.   

 
 PLEASE NOTE: 
 Post General Membership Business Meetings are held  on 

the 2ND Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm. 

Return Service Requested 

AML13NEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM 

DECEMBER 2021 

 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE AN ITEM FOR THE NEWSLETTER  

PLEASE EMAIL AMLNEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM 


