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THANKS TO ALL VETERANS AND FAMILIES FOR YOUR SACRIFICES!  

Another wonderful opportunity to gather.  It is time to cele-

brate again with Veterans Day activities in Post 13.  A mili-

tary breakfast is on tap to start at 06:30am.  For a number of 

years, this event (Veterans Day) has been a big affair for 

many of us.  We come to meet, greet, and eat with old friends 

and to remember our comrades who have transferred to the 

Post Everlasting.  

The time : Starting 06:30, Day: Tuesday, Date :  Nov. 11th.  

Mark your calendars, invite your family and friends to join us 

for this annual event.  Come enjoy scrambled eggs, bacon, 

sausage, SOS, biscuits, grits and gravy!  Coffee, juice, bloody 

Marys will be ready.  We are preparing! ---Rain or Shine!  

Post 13 Float will be in the Parade --prepare to ride!  

WHAT ARE YOU DOING ON VETERANS DAY?!!!!!!  

VETERANS DAY --TUESDAY, NOV. 11TH  

 

THE ORIGINS OF VETERANS DAY  

In 1921, an unknown World War I American soldier was buried in Arlington National Cemetery. This site, on a 

hillside overlooking the Potomac River and the city of Washington, became the focal point of reverence for 

Americaõs veterans. 

Similar ceremonies occurred earlier in England and France, where an unknown soldier was buried in each na-

tionõs highest place of honor (in England, Westminster Abbey; in France, the Arc de Trimphe). These memorial 

gestures all took place on November 11, giving universal recognition to the celebrated ending of World War I 

fighting at 11 a.m., November 11, 1918 (the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month). The day became 

known as òArmistice Dayó. 

Armistice Day officially received its name in America in 1926 through a Congressional resolution. It became a 

national holiday 12 years later by similar Congressional action. If the idealistic hope had been realized that 

World War I was òthe War to end all Warsó; November 11 might still be called Armistice Day. 

On Memorial Day 1958, two more unidentified American war dead were brought from overseas and interred in 

the plaza beside the unknown soldier of World War I. One was killed in World War II, the other in the Korean 

War. In 1973, a law passed providing interment of an unknown American from the Vietnam War, but none was 

found for several years. In 1984, an unknown serviceman from that conflict was placed alongside the others. To 

honor these men, symbolic of all Americans who gave their lives in all wars, an Army honor guard, the 3rd U.S. 

Infantry (The Old Guard), keeps day and night vigil.  

http://www.legion.org/sons/radio
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EVERY DAY IS VETERANS DAY!  

 Supportive Services for Veterans  

Through Family Endeavors   

Family Endeavors  is a Community Based Services 

program, an organization that can provide assis-

tance when a veteran and/or family is down and 

out.  This program offers Homelessness Prevention 

& Stabilization Services which include outreach, 

case management, help in obtaining VA benefits, 

emergency financial assistance and assistance in 

obtaining and coordinating other public benefits.  

Services are provided to : 

¶ Very low income Veteran families  

¶ Veterans facing eviction  

¶ Veterans currently homeless and scheduled to 

move into housing within 90 days.  

Family Endeavors , in its first year of operating 

under a VA grant, is set to serve 850 veterans.  

While this grant can assist with rental and electric 

assistance, moving costs, and some household sup-

plies, there are many things we cannot assist with 

that are very much needed.  This is how you can 

help : 

¶ Donations of clothes, household items 

(including furniture), towels, decorations , etc.  

There is an on -site resource room for keeping 

these donated items in, and the Veterans can 

take whatever they can use.  

¶ Assistance in organizing a community 

canned food drive!  We need a supply of non -

perishables & cannot keep our shelves stocked!  

¶ Gas cards ---for Veterans that live in the outly-

ing counties and travel to Tallahassee for med-

ical appointments with the VA. 

¶ Movie passes ---our Veterans would love to go 

and do something fun once in a while, but most 

of their budgets donõt allow for it. 

¶ Toiletries ---cannot be bought from the grant.  

For those in need of assistance or able to of-

fer assistance, please contact Brenda Mueller, 

Program Manager for Veterans Services at 850 -

518-1208 or bmueller@familyendeavors.org . 

  

Election of 3rd Vice Cmdr.  

Post 13 is presently in need of a 3rd Vice Com-

mander, since our current 3rd Vice, Bill Daw-

kins, has moved away.   

Nominations for a 3rd Vice may be made at 

the General Membership Meeting November 

13.  The nominee will be elected and installed 

at the general membership meeting on De-

cember 11th.  

Changes to the Constitution & 

By -Laws  

The second reading of changes to the Post 

Constitution & By -Laws was done at the Oct. 

9th General Membership meeting.  A few 

changes were necessary, and a second reading 

was done.   

Changes are done in compliance with Depart-

ment and National guidelines.  

  ----Cmdr. John Folsom    

World War II Veterans                          

Continue to Serve  

History and events these veterans are asked to 

impart.  Often these veterans are invited to 

speak to students and other groups about 

WWII.  So few of them (and teachers alike) 

have little knowledge of past eras.  

Most veterans are willing to speak to groups 

and classes and experience the pleasant looks 

of attendees.  Perhaps schools in your area will 

rely on this valuable source of history.   

[2010 photo]  
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The Chaplainõs  

Corner    by Bob Wray , 

      Post Chaplain  

WE NOW HAVE FREEDOM ---LETõS KEEP IT--WHATEVER IT TAKES!  

Our Supreme Commander,  

We thank You for the attendance of our month-

ly business meeting, but hope the members will 

increase their attendance.  We continue to pray 

for Your guidance of our new executive commit-

tee.  May they be guided in all their decisions 

under our Legion motto:  For God and Country.  

We pray for Peter Kassig an ex -Ranger who 

may be beheaded by ISIS, as was Alan Hen-

ning.  Sgt. Kassig served in the middle east 

and returned to help the people of Syria.  He 

even converted to Moham -idism.  He was cap-

tured by ISIS, however, and now may be be-

headed in retaliation of our bombing of Syria.  

May we all plan to attend our Veteranõs Day 

celebrations on Tuesday, Nov. 11th, starting 

with breakfast served from 6:30AM.  

We also pray for Your continued guidance in 

our pursuit of recovering the 1,641 soldiers still 

classified as MIA.  Operation Homecoming re-

covered some bodies, but this was stopped in 

1975 when the communists took over South 

Viet Nam.  Subsequent negotiations reinstated 

our recovery and about 900 bodies have been 

recovered since 1975.  As of September 13, 

2014, there are still 1,641 classified as MIAs.  

There is still some hope that some of these MI-

As may be found alive. An airman was shot 

down in 1968, was declared MIA, and finally 

was classified as KIA in 1976.  A recovery team 

found this airman in a small village in 2012.  

He remembers virtually nothing prior to the 

war, but remembers being shot down, being 

brutally captured for 4 years, escaping and liv-

ing secretly in a small village ever since.  

Every month we honor our POW/MIAs.  We 

now have some hope that at least a few of the  

remaining 1,641 MIAs of the Viet Nam 

War will be returned alive.  

 For as long as we have wars  

 And send our young to fight,  

 Some will not return.  This is  

 Our POW/MIA plight.  

 All people of this nation  

 Need to do everything to find  

 All our POW/MIAs  

 So no one is left behind.  

A PRAYER FOR VETERANS  

Proud of our nation, they answered her call  

Defending the freedom and safety of all.  

On land or on sea, or in jets high above,  

They went out of duty and honor and love.  

But however they served, Lord, wherever 

they went,  

Please bless them to know what it meant !  

And help us to thank them on Veteranõs 

Day 

For we owe them far more than we ever 

could say. 

God bless you for serving when America 

needed you. 

Youõre a very special person and youõre ap-

preciated more than you may know.  

HAPPY VETERANS DAY!!  

---submitted by Cindy Clark  
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FREEDOM HAS BEEN EARNED ñAND DEFENDED;  THEREFORE WE ARE FREE!  

SAULS -BRIDGES AMERIC AN LEGION POST 13 NEWS  

"LIGHTING THE WAY FOR VETERANS"  

Greetings Auxiliary  Members,  

October brought nice, cool, Autumn weather 

and a very enjoyable visit from our Department 

President, Erna Schwabe.   We shared with her 

information about two new projects we host-

ed (the Arts & Crafts Exhibits and  the Red, 

White, & Blue  Labor Day Dance) to provide 

more funds  for implementing  ALA goals of ser-

vice and assistance to Veterans and military 

families.  

The Executive Officers of American Legion 

Post 13 and the ALA Unit 13 met to discuss 

Veterans Day events and how the Auxiliary 

can assist.   Thus, the ALA will help  decorate 

the float  on Monday, the 10th,  about 3:30pm; 

decorate the Legion hall  on Monday  night, the 

10th,  after the dance; and serve and clean up 

for Breakfast on the 11th starting at  6:30am. 

Our project for November is  Poppy Distribu-

tion . Please read the newsletter article from 

the Poppy Chairperson for  details and please 

volunteer to come to Sam's Club on  November 

7th and 8th  to help distribute poppies.   

Mark your calendar for:  

¶ Nov. 7th  / 8th - Poppy Distributions at Sam's 

Club;  

¶ Nov. 11th  - Veterans Day Events;   

¶ Nov. 13th  -  Auxiliary EC and GM meetings; 

and 

¶  Nov. 20th  -  Brown Bag Luncheon.    

¶ Remember - NO Post Social in November, so 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING . 

GODSPEED Always,         Muriel 

Alexander Kweyama President of 

ALA Unit 13                              Web-

site: www.alaunit13.com  

Facebook: ALA Sauls Bridges-Thirteen 

 

THE PRESIDENTõS CORNER 

Department of Florida President, Erna Schwabe ( L ) 

enjoyed lunch with members of ALA Unit 13 during 

her recent visit.  (Standing l  to r ): President Muriel 

Kweyama, District 2 President Nell Hewitt, and Phyl-

lis Lint; (seated l  to r ) Lois Hanna, Louise Williams 

and Nell Carlisle. Not pictured Juanita LeCroy.  

òIn Flanders Fieldsó 

A poem written by Col. McCrea in 

France during WWI  

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow  

Between the crosses, row on row 

That mark our place; and in the sky  

Scarce heard amid the guns below  

We are the dead short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  

Loved and were loved,  

And now we lie in Flanders Fields  

Take up our quarrel with the foe,  

To you from falling hands we throw,  

The torch; be yours to hold it high  

If ye break faith with us who die  

We shall not sleep, 

Though poppies grow in Flanders Fields  

http://www.alaunit13.com/
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òLEAD, FOLLOW, OR GET OUT OF THE WAY!ó 

AUXILIARY CHAPLAINõS PRAYER 

Veterans Day 2014  

ALA Poppy Activities  
ALA Unit 13 will be distributing Memo-

rial Poppies for Veterans Day weekend 

at Samõs Club, 3122 Dick Wilson Blvd on 

Friday November 7th from 10:00 a.m. 

until 5:30 p.m. and Saturday November 8th from 9:00 

a.m. until 5:30 p.m.   Poppies will be available at Ameri-

can Legion Post 13's Annual Veterans Day Breakfast on 

Tuesday, November 11th.  

The Auxiliary is pleased to announce Miss Brook 

McMath as Miss Poppy for 2014. Brook is the grand-

daughter of Legionnaire Jimmy Steele and his wife Jew-

el. Brook will attend the Veterans Day Breakfast and 

ride in the parade. We look forward to her serving as our 

2014 Miss Poppy!  

Wearing a Memorial Poppy is a way to remember our 

veterans.  It serves as a thank you to the men and wom-

en who have served our country and are serving today.  

We hope you will stop by Samõs Club and obtain a Poppy 

and wear it proudly. The Poppy acknowledges the sacri-

fices made to protect our freedoms and way of life.  

The Poppy funds donated during Veterans Day weekend 

will help provide Christmas dinners to families of local 

veterans.  We are grateful that our community respects 

and honors our veterans.    

By Marilyn Houston, Poppy Chair  

The poppy, also known as the òFlower of 

Remembranceó is well known not only in 

America, but also in Britain, France, Canada, 

Australia and New Zealand. It has been the 

symbol of honor and respect for soldiers killed 

in the war and began during the first part of 

World War I. But of all the beautiful flowers in 

this world, why a poppy?  

 It all began with one man, a soldier and a doc-

tor serving in the Canadian Forces during 

WWI. Although he had been an experienced 

doctor and had served in the South African 

War, it was impossible for Colonel John 

McCrea to get use to the suffering endured by 

wounded soldiers during a fierce battle that 

lasted 16 daysé.and those who died in the field 

hospital where he and his staff worked tireless-

ly, with little or no sleep.  

One death in particular affected Colonel 

McCrea, a young friend, Lieutenant Alex 

Helmer had been killed by a shell burst on May 

2nd 1915. He was buried that night under the 

cover of darkness. The next day while observ-

ing row after row of crosses posted over the 

graves of his comrades, Colonel McCrea spent 

20 minutes of precious rest time venting his 

anguish by composing a poem entitled òin Flan-

ders Fields.ó. As he sat there he heard larks 

singing and  could see the wild poppies that 

sprang up from the graves in front of him.  

THE MEANING OF THE POPPY  
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DO UNTO OTHERS AS THOUGH YOU WERE  THE OTHER!!  

DID YOU KNOW?  

   by JOHN FOLSOM  

bƻǾ мрǘƘ  

1937 ð The 1st US congressional session in air -

conditioned chambers took place.  

bƻǾ мсǘƘ  

1776 ð Margaret Corbin and her husband, 

crews one of two cannons in defense of Fort 

Washington and 600 other defenders.  When 

her husband falls, Margaret takes his place at his 

cannon and continues firing until she is seriously 

wounded. She later becomes first woman in U.S. 

history to receive a pension from Congress for mil-

i tary service. 

1846 ð General Zachary Taylor took Saltillo, Mexi-

co. òGeneral,ó cried Brig. Gen. John Wool in des-

pair, òwe are whipped!ó  òI know it,ó replied Maj. 

Gen. Zachary Taylor, òbut the volunteers donõt 

know it. Let them alone; weõll see what they do.ó 

1902 ð A cartoon appeared in the Washington 

Star, prompting the Teddy Bear Craze, after Pres-

ident  Teddy Roosevelt  refused to k i l l  a capt ive 

bear tied up for him to shoot during a hunting trip 

to Mississippi.  

 

Congressional Medal of Honor Citations for     

Actions Taken This Day:  

 

BRANDLE, JOSEPH E.  

Rank and organization: Private, Company C, 17th 

Michigan Infantry. Place and date: At Lenoire, 

Tenn., 16 November 1863. Entered service at: Co-

lon, Mich. Born: 1839, Seneca County, Ohio. Date 

of issue: 20 July 1897. Citation: While color bearer 

of his regiment, having been twice wounded and 

the sight of one eye destroyed, still held to the col-

ors until ordered to the rear by his regimental 

commander.  

THE DIFFERENCE  

BETWEEN VETERANS DAY AND  

 MEMORIAL DAY  

Memorial Day honors service mem-

bers who died in service to their coun-

try or as a result of injuries incurred 

during battle.  

Deceased veterans are also remem-

bered on Veterans Day but the day is 

set aside to thank and honor living 

veterans who served honorably n the 

military - in wartime or peacetime.  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS  

We are happy to report that Post 

13 has already reached 65% of its 

membership goal for 2014 -2015, as 

of Sept. 30th, according to 1st Vice 

Cmdr. Angel (Ernie) Alvarez!  

VETERANS TO BE HONORED AGAIN  

Veterans will take the stage Nov. 1st 

at the Calvary United Methodist 

Church Grounds.  A Saturday evening 

of patriotic and gospel music under a 

large tent will honor all veterans, 

starting at 6:30pm.  

A God and Country Concert will be es-

pecially presented by Todd Allen 

Herendeen, a renowned artist in this 

HONEY IS THE ONLY FOOD ON THE 

PLANET THAT WILL NOT SPOIL OR ROT!  

Legion Work Party Started  

Most of us know that this building 

and grounds are maintained by volun-

teers, and volunteers are again asked 

to come forward and help in keeping it 

looking nice.  

The 2nd Saturday of each month, from 

9-11am, is show time to start.  Paul 

Lucarelli will be the supervisor.  
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