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Inside this issue: 

   Nominations for the eight (8) elected positions of the Post were made April 10, 

2008 and May 8, 2008.  Nominations could be made anytime during the months 

of April and May by contacting members of the elections committee (Keith 

Gaden, Bob Stansbury and Malcolm Hill).  The nominations cannot be accepted 

after May 31, 2008.  The following members have been nominated for the offices 

designated:   

            Commander                  Charles E. LeCroy                                                  

 1st Vice Commander     George M. Harrison                                                   

 2nd Vice Commander    Val Frailey                                                            

 3rd Vice Commander     George Walker                                                     

 Sgt-at-Arms                  C. T. Farris                                                                   

 Chaplain                        Larry Johnson                                                     

 Historian                       Victor Hanna                                                        

 Finance Officer              Michael Whitehead/Bob Flanagan/George Walker 

   Elections of nominees will be held June 12, 2008 at the General Membership 

Meeting.  Installation of those elected will be installed July 24, 2008 at the Gen-

eral Membership Meeting.                    

- Charles E. LeCroy, Commander 

Nominations and Election of Post 13 Officers 

June 2008 

Notes from the Commander’s Desk 
     Commander LeCroy had total 

knee replacements on both knees 

April 14, 2008 and has recovered 

remarkably well.   

     He was hospitalized four days 

and in physical rehabilitation for 

seven days following the surgery.   

     When released from rehab he 

attended the Post social that eve-

ning.   

     He has recovered sufficiently 

and was able to drive his SUV 18 

days following surgery.   

     His recovery has been amazing 

to Doctors and many others.  Rapid 

healing is contributed to good 

physical condition and physical 

therapy prior to the surgery and 

afterwards.   

     The Commander has remarked 

the quality and professional care at 

the hospital and rehab has been 

outstanding and he is thankful for 

the many visits, phone calls and 

cards.             

THANKS  

   Many thanks to the hard work-

ers at the Post for taking care of 

everything while I was away for a 

few days.  As usual you guys did a 

superb job managing the Legion 

business.  I and many others are 

exceptionally proud of you all.  

 - Charles 

Memorial Day Ceremony 
 

   We gathered together on 

Monday, May 26, at 11:30 

a.m., in Oakland Cemetery to 

commemorate our fallen com-

rades.  We were blessed with 

good weather and approxi-

mately 150 people joined us to 

observe the day.    

   Mere words could not ex-

press our gratitude to our 

brothers and sisters who went 

before us and gave the ulti-

mate sacrifice so that freedom 

could reign.  We remembered 

and thanked all veterans who 

have answered the call, both 

past and currently serving.  



144, recently learned.  

   Commander Duley challenged 

the Department of Transporta-

tion's refusal to honor his Vet-

eran's preference during a layoff 

in 2005.  My understanding is 

that the Department refused to 

even acknowledge that it was 

required to give a preference at 

all, much less how it was to be 

processed.  

   The state agency charged with 

reviewing these decisions, The 

Florida Public Employees Rela-

tions Commission (PERC), 

agreed with Commander Duley 

and found that the Department 

violated the Veteran's preference 

law, but, due to technicalities, it 

ruled that the Department did 

not have to reinstate him to a 

position with equivalent salary, 

nor pay him his back wages and 

benefits.  

    Most of us have heard about 

the preference given to Veterans 

competing for state and federal 

jobs during the hiring proc-

ess.  What I did not know until 

recently, is that a Veteran also 

has a right to a preference dur-

ing layoffs of state government 

workers.   

   The Veterans' rights of hiring 

and retention preferences are 

found in Chapter 295 of Florida 

Statutes.  Specifically, Florida 

Statute 295.07(2) says, "The 

[Florida] Department of Veter-

ans' Affairs shall adopt rules to 

ensure that veterans are given 

special consideration in the em-

ploying agency's selection and 

retention processes."  

   Of course, the devil is always 

in the details.  Navigating the 

"rules" can be daunting, as Rich-

ard Duley, Commander of Post 

   Anyone faced with a similar 

situation should consult with 

the Florida Department of Vet-

erans’ Affairs, (a summary of 

rights and benefits can be found 

on its website at http://

www.floridavets.org/benefits/

veteranspref.asp), or an attor-

ney if necessary, to ensure you 

are given the preferences you 

have earned by serving your 

country.  

   Anyone wanting to research 

this subject further, Com-

mander Duley's case is Duley v. 

Department of Transporta-

tion, Case No. VP-2007-001 

(Fla. PERC Apr. 8, 2008).  

 

    

   David is a Legion member 
who is transferring to Post 13 
and is a candidate for Circuit 
Judge.  

State Government Veterans' Preference During "Layoffs"  
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Awards Presented to JROTC troops 
 

   1st Vice Cmdr. George M. Harrison was tapped by Depart-

ment Commander Warren Post to head-up the JROTC and 

ROTC Awards Program for the 2nd District.  Harrison has 

diligently attended many awards ceremonies throughout the 

Big Bend area in order to recognize stellar students for their 

exemplary displays of Military Excellence and Academic/

Scholastic Achievement.  

   Vice Cmdr. Harrison encourages any Legionnaire inter-

ested in assisting him with the program, to please contact 

him at the Post.  To see more photos, please go to Page 6. 

By David Frank 

Godby High School - Air Force JROTC 

Photo above, left to right: Vice Cmdr. Har-

rison, Auxiliary member Becky Eccard, and 

Curt Craig, ROA ROTC Chairman and Le-

gionnaire 

Photo far left: Vice Cmdr. Harrison presents the award 

for Military Excellence to Crystal Owens. 

Photo left: Vice Cmdr. Harrison presents the award for 

Scholastic Achievement to Dante Andrews. 



Membership approved for new and transferred Legionnaires 

Transferred from Post 400 

Mark A. Eaton, Air Force, Persian Gulf 

Harry J. Mason, Air Force, Korea 

Jerome P. Todd, Marines, Viet Nam 

Robert O. Wallace, Navy, Korea 

Jan M. Wilfong, Air Force, Viet Nam 

     Eleven service members were approved 

for new and transferred membership to 

Post 13, during the General Membership 

Meeting on May 8, 2008. 

     The following list includes names, 

branch of United States service, and the 

operations served: 

 

New Members 

David R. Cheasman, Marines, Grenada/

Lebanon 

Robert M. Crowdis, Navy, Viet Nam 

David C. Folsom, Air Force, Grenada/

Lebanon 

Michael L. Maring, Army, Viet Nam 

Elizabeth K. O’Farrell, Navy, WWII 

Robert G. Parsons, Navy, Korea 
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Marines come together.  New member David Cheasman 

(left) and newly transferred member Jerome Todd (right,) 

after the General Membership meeting. 

Donations for Chairs 
     A campaign to purchase new chairs is underway and donations are being received.   Dr. Deborah 

Strand, a Legionnaire, has contacted members of the Capital Medical Society (CMS,) soliciting funds for 

these needed items.  The Post is used five to six days and nights each week and some wear-and-tear are 

noted, especially on the chairs.  We have attempted to maintain the esthetics and integrity of the Post 

and are asking for some assistance.  CMS members have contributed more than $500 to date. Post 

members are rallying behind this project also.                                                                 

   Dr. Strand and her committee will determine the number (+-200-250) and style of chairs.  An often 

asked question: YES, your donations are tax deductible.  Please make your checks payable to Sauls-

Bridges Post 13 marked “donation for chairs” and we will provide each sufficient documents accord-

ingly. We are excited about this project and as usual look forward to improvements around your Legion 

Post.  

- Charles LeCroy                                                                                                                                                                            

Commander 

Remembering Ours 
We remember Legionnaires Robert Bell and Cliff Moderau who passed away in May.   

Our condolences and prayers go out to their families.  The fine gentlemen will be greatly missed.   



PAGE 4 VOLUME 43,  I SSUE 6 
 

                                          

  

Pat Stallings, 

President Unit 13 

Auxiliary News 

Meetings:  
Executive Committee (6:00 pm): June 12, No 

July meeting 

General Membership (6:30 pm): June 12 

Social (7:00 pm): June 26, please bring a salad or 

dessert. 

Upcoming Activities 

Please contact indicated person to offer your as-

sistance, or for more information.  

Constitutional Conference will be June 21 in 

Sneads hosted by Unit 241. 

Boys State dinner will be June 21.  We will be 

setting up, decorating and cleaning up. 

Boys State canteen will be June 22.  Set up be-

gins at 7:00 am at FSU.  

Membership:  2008 dues are now delin-
quent. Please send your $20.00 for Seniors and 

$3.00 for Juniors to Sandra Shaffer, 5160 Brad-

fordville Rd, Tallahassee, FL  32309, as soon as 

possible.  Thanks!   Member benefits for 2008 can 

be found on the Auxiliary website at: 

 www.legion-aux.org/Membership/

Discounts_Benefits/index.aspx. 

National News 
Be sure to read your current issue of National 

News and check the national and Department 

websites regularly as they have LOTS of impor-

tant information.  

     Our Homeless Veterans Project is 
underway in full force!  We have renamed this pro-

ject our VIP (Veterans In housing Project) project.  

Furniture and other household item donations are 

needed on a continuous basis.  Please contact Denna 

Green-Corbett at the VA Clinic (direct line 521-5593 

or her VA Cell phone 352-339-5593) to make ar-

rangements to deliver the items to her.  She works 

Mon-Thurs (8-5) and on Fri from 8 a.m.-12 p.m.)   

     For furniture being donated, if you (or the do-

nor) have the resources to have the items picked up 

and delivered Monday through Friday, then you 

may want to call Denna to see if it can be delivered 

directly to a veteran.  Otherwise, please call ECHO 

(224-3246), ask for John Hinkle, and inform him you 

are an ALA member.  He will make arrangements 

to promptly pick up the furniture. 

     Please keep records of your donations for our 

end-of-year reports to Congress.  We also have a re-

ceipt form that might be helpful. 

     Other items needed are coffee, coffee mate, 2 

pound bags of sugar, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 

other non-perishable foods, cleaning and laundry 

supplies. 

Collections... 
...continue including school supplies, box tops for 

education, drink tabs, aluminum cans, etc.  We 

are no longer collecting empty medicine contain-

ers.  Thanks to all for your donations.  

Coupon Project: Thanks to ALL who have 
donated coupons to our troops and their fami-

lies!  Over $2,500 so far has been sent to assist 

our "family members".  They can be used at the 

commissaries for up to six months out of 

date.  Penny Stansbury is in charge this project! 

 

CARE packages for the TROOPS.  
Unit 13 has adopted several overseas troops and 

we are collecting items to be sent to them.  There 

will be a box in the Auxiliary room for your dona-

tions.  See Penny Stansbury or Pat Stallings for a 

list of items that can be sent.  

We’re on the Web 

Unit 13 has its own Web site page.  It is located 

at:  

http://www.floridalegionpost13.org/auxiliary/unit

13index.html 
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Auxiliary News 

The Auxiliary Luncheon was held on May 6, at the Post.  Photo above, stand-

ing, left to right - Delores Gaden, Carolyn Losey, Sandra Shaffer and Cindy 

Clark.  Sitting, left to right:  Margaret Callahan, Nell Carlisle, Hazel Connell 

(forefront), Mary Richardson, Marj Brayfield, and Helen Thornton.  

Photo above: Auxiliary 

member Margaret Cal-

lahan, celebrated her 

94th birthday the day 

after the luncheon.  She 

has been an active mem-

ber of the Auxiliary for 

24 years. 

Photo above: Auxiliary 

member Nell Carlile.  Mrs. 

Carlile joined the Auxiliary 

in 1961, was elected presi-

dent of the Auxiliary from 

1965 to 1967, and was 

named a Woman of the 

Year for the American Le-

gion Auxiliary. 

   She is very proud of her 

children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchild.  Her 

three daughters attended 

the American Legion Girls’ 

State and her son attended 

Boys’ State. 

   Mrs. Carlile’s two grand-

sons have attended Boys’ 

State and her great-

grandson hopes to attend 

Boys’ State when he is old 

enough to do so. Photo above:  Post 13 “Dance Team” mem-

bers, back row, left-right: Jeff Summerall and 

new-to-the-group Val Frailey; front row: Carol 

Easom, Dick Hagen, Sharon Courey; fore-

front/sitting: Vic Hanna. 

   “The five of us started around last 

July, volunteering to do the Monday night ball-

room dances.  Since then, we have been con-

tributing all our proceeds to the Legion, an av-

erage of at least $300.00 a week, $1,200.00 a 

month, free and clear, to Post 13 American Le-

gion.  Sometimes we bring in more for the 

month when we have a larger attendance and 

do additional dances on weekend dates the Le-

gion is not rented.  

   We are proud of our American Legion and 

delighted in the fact that we are helping to give 

back on behalf of Post 13 and our Veterans in 

some way,” Sharon Courey wrote.  

ALA Town-crier - “Operation Books” 
“While distributing poppies on Saturday, Gary Callaway, a 

prospective new Post 13 Legion member, approached Patti 

May and me.  He is involved in "Operation Books."  Mr. 

Callaway collects books, magazines, CDs, DVDs, and ships 

them to the troops overseas. 

 

He also said if someone calls him, he will come and pick 

them up.  His telephone number is (832) 788-3738; email: 

GaryCCallaway@gmail.com 

If you bring any of the requested items to the Auxiliary 

Room, PLEASE place them in an orderly fashion in a box 

marked "Operation Books" that can be easily moved.  En-

sure that the items are in good shape and, if CDs or DVDs, 

PLEASE make sure they are playable.  Otherwise, please 

dispose of them appropriately.” Sandra Shaffer wrote. 
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Awards for JROTC  continued from Page 2 

Lincoln Navy JROTC 

West Gadsden Army JROTC 

Above: Pablo Escobar receives the 

award for Scholastic Achievement 

Above: Isai Rivera receives the 

award for Military Excellence  

Above: Sarah Lane re-

ceives a bronze award for 

Scholastic Achievement  

Above: Lincoln High School Principal 

Martha Bunch, greets 1st Vice Cmdr. 

George M. Harrison 

Left: Matthew 

Ramirez re-

ceives a gold 

award for 

Military Ex-

cellence and 

silver award 

for Scholastic 

Achievement 

Above: David Givens re-

ceives a bronze award for 

Military Excellence 

Left: Greg Cum-

mins receives a 

gold award for 

Scholastic 

Achievement 

Right: Stephanie 

Williams re-

ceives a silver 

award for Mili-

tary Excellence 

Interested in Playing Pinochle? 

Legionnaire James Steele wants to 

know if YOU want to play pinochle.  A 

sign-up sheet will be posted outside the 

Legion office.  Please write your name 

and a number where he can contact 

you. 

Camp Lejeune - More information 
on Water Contamination 

   According to the Agency for Toxic Sub-

stances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) Web 

site, http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/sites/lejeune/

index.html, “In 1982, the Marine Corps discov-

ered specific volatile organic compounds 

(VOCs) in the drinking water provided by two 

of the eight water treatment plants on base. 

   The ATSDR modeled the contamination and 

determined that the Tarawa Terrace system 

had PCE levels that exceeded the current 

standard of 5 micrograms per liter (µg/L) for 

346 months between November 1957 and Feb-

ruary 1987. 

   The most contaminated wells were shut 

down in February 1985.Water from the Had-

not Point Treatment Plant was contaminated 

primarily by TCE (trichloroethylene). Other 

contaminants in the drinking water included 

DCE (t-1,2-dichloroethylene), PCE and ben-

zene. 

   The system was contaminated by multiple 

sources: leaking underground storage tanks, 

industrial area spills, and waste disposal sites. 

ATSDR is currently modeling the Hadnot 

Point system. 

   Water from the Tarawa Terrace Treatment 

Plant was contaminated by PCE 

(perchloroethylene or tetrachloroethylene). 

The source of the contamination was the waste 

disposal practices at ABC One-Hour Cleaners, 

an off-base dry cleaning firm.”  

   For more information, please contact the 

ATSDR at: CDC-INFO, 800-CDC-INFO, 800-

232-4636, TTY 888-232-6348, 24 Hours/Day, 

E-mail: cdcinfo@cdc.gov or Camp Lejeune E-

mail: atsdrcamplej@cdc.gov 

   The Few, The Proud, The Forgotten Web site

(www.tftptf.com) also has comprehensive in-

formation regarding the contamination and a 

forum for veterans, their dependents, or any 

other interested parties. 
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American Legion,  

Sauls-Bridges Post #13  

PO Box 38028  

Tallahassee, FL 32315-8028 

 

Phone: 850-222-3382 

Web:  FloridaLegionPost13.org 

Email:  AmLegP13@gmail.com 
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If you have items for the newsletter, you have three ways to get 
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If sending by email:  Please ensure a subject on the subject line  

Submitted articles that do not fit in an issue, are placed in the following 

month’s issue, first come…  Our motto is the same as The New York Times 

and The Washington Post; 

“All the News that Fits.” 

Important Post Dates: 

Post General Membership Business Meetings are the 

second Thursday of every month at 7:30 p.m.  

Post Socials are on the fourth Thursday of every month 

at 7:00 p.m. 
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