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The photo to the right, displays in
list of more than 58,000 names of fallen sol-
diers from the Vietham War. According to lo-
cal news sources, more than 6,000 people
came to view The Wall during its seven -day
stay in Tallahassee.

Hosted by the Vietham Veterans of Ameri-
can, Big Bend Chapter 96, many groups came
together, including the American Legion, Post
13, to facilitate the various ancillary activities
which surround The Wall.
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Farewell to Chris 6 .

Hultzman Funding Needed to Feed Homeless Veterans

Poppies and Caring 6 Legionnaire Bob James has coordinated with the Veterans Affairs counterpart, Deena
o Green-Corbett, the Big Bend Homeless Coalition (who serve more than 80 veterans,) and

Chapl aind: 6) rs8cBrid Harvest, to purchase food for a vastly reduced rate for the veterans.

Calendar of Events 7 Please make your checks payable to SaulsBridges Post 13 American Legion, marked

OFood for Vetsbo
Notes from the Commander &6s Desk

Veterans Day Breakfast -
A Huge Success

Our annual Veterans Day breakfast
was served to 446 veterans and fam-
ily members who came on this memo-
rial event. According to some of our
older members the breakfast has
been our customs for more than four
decades. It was a great scene to see
veterans from WWII, Korea, Vietnam
and the more recent wars in the
hall. Among those was Pete Ballas,
just 91 and another Pete, Peter
Daniels only 27. The traditional

breakfast; eggs, bacon, grits, sausage.

gravy, biscuits, SOS, fruit, juices

and of course coffee.

Legionnaires, SAL and Auxiliary

and friends began cooking around
5:30am. Kitchen Chief, Jimmy
Steele applied some Navy experience
and the food kept coming. The

weat her manos
helped make a most enjoyable day for
veterans to meet, greet and say hello
and thank you to old friends ---those
who have served. Donations from local
merchants, members and friends
helped to honor our veterans very gra-
ciously.

Your donations made a difference and
we sincerely appreciate you assisting
the Legion to serve the troops on this
special day.

Thank You - Thank You

It seems a simple thank you is so small
to express a big hardy thank you to
those who pitched in and helped make
our annual veterans breakfast a huge
success. Lots of work before during
and after the meal requires trips to the
stores, time and action. Having the
meal ready by 6:00am is a bit trying

f or e c a s andyou all made it happen. Pre-

paring and serving 446 meals is no
small task.

The following are sincerely com-
mended for your dedication and
concern:

Jimmy Steele, Mike Harrison, Val
Frailey, Tom Clark, James Burns,
Gary Callaway, Pete Daniels, Cal-
vin Winter, Mike Whitehead, Carol
Easom, Sharon Courey, Gordan
Johnson, Chris Hultzman, Ed
Steadman, Marie Burns, Juanita
LeCroy, Lois Hanna, Louise Wil-
liams, Cindy Clark, Lois Duley,
Donna Thornton, Keith Gaden, Vic
Hanna, Jack McCoy, Richard Duly,
David Frank, Taylor Rodgers,
(Thank You list continues on

Page 6.)

~ Commander Charles LeCroy
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Il n t he

Spotlighté

3ndVice Commander George Walker

tell. So too is the title of 3 ™ Vice
Commander. 3 Vice Cmdr. George
Walker, while meeting the
Oprinciple dutyo
featuresd by assi
and reservations of the Post, he also
assists Commander LeCroy and Fi-
nancial Officer Michael Whitehead.
Vice Cmdr. Walker facilitated the

0
S

Vice Cmdr. Walker is also a
great asset to the Post by utiliz-
ing his knowledge and experi-
ence with computers, thusly is
the | ead

and technical hel

If anyone is interested in learn-
ing more about the position,

o Post6s increa
As many of us know, while in the

military we tended to be and do

mor e than our 0duU sjon of financial securities.

coordination of the certificates of
deposit, displaying intellectual vi-

please contact Vice Cmdr.
Walker via email at:
jrgwalker@aol.com or telephone
the Post at 222 -3382.

se in

Editords Many Thanks

| wish to thank the following people who have assisted me
with various parts of the Post News, at various times:

Commander and Mrs. LeCroy, Keith and Deloris, Bruce and
Carolyn Archer, Lois Hanna, Louise Williams, Gordon, Vic

Hanna, Carolyn Losey, Hazel, ALA Dept. Pres. Kathee
Coughlin, Gary, Art and JdcoanerTd
Shaffer, Pete Daniel, David Cheasman (and his crew at Bulk

Mail,) Mr. Ben Baker (and his crew,) and please forgive me,
anyone else | may have temporarily forgotten. Without all of

you, it could not have been done. Thank You!

Sincerely,

~Melissa Sleeman, Editor

Thank You for the Delicious
Food!

A very speci al 0Thank
and Donna Luke for the donation of venison
for the October Social.

AIs we thank Jimmy Steele, 1st Vice

Ch r‘Mke Hat?igbfl, Sdndy, J8welPaid”

the entire kitchen crew for their

delectable cooking of the venison. (( 9)
We are grateful to the Auxiliary \\, -

for the deserts and serving of the S .

nutritious meal!

N

A Very Special o6Thank Youd for Cari
We want to say a Apalachee Parkway, Wal - family members who espe-
Thank Youd to t he MartSuperCenter West Ten- cially enjoyed this annual
graciously donated to the annual nessee Street, Ha outing. Some are old, some
Veterans Day Breakfast. per mar ket , Br ad| e areyoung everyone seemed to

try Store, Mr. Jack Shoe-
We served 446 breakfast
meals and have heard many nice
compliments. You made it hap-
pen:

maker and Ms. Ann Boyd.

Your contribution is a voice to
say thank you for those who

be pleased to once again at-
tend and say thank you. Post
13 is especially pleased to say
thank you everyone for hav-
ing a part and attending.

have served--- and still serving.

Samds Cl uMart Suwa l
perCenter on Thomasville

Road, Wal -Mart SuperCenter a large crowd of veterans

We witnhessed the assembly of

~Charles LeCroy
Commander
and

ocompute@r |

po
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New and transferred -in Legionnaires approved for membership

Eight service members were approved for new and
transferred membership to Post 13, during the Gen-
eral Membership Meeting on November 13, 2008.

The following list includes names, branch of United
States service, and the operations served:

New Members

Robert W. Newburgh, Army, WWII
Edward Bliss, Navy, WWII

Kenneth Mitchell, Army, Vietham

Transferred from Post 400

Jerald D. Collman, Army, Vietham

Arden Henderson, Army, Vietham

Pictured left is
new member -
Ben Balding,
who attended
the November
13, General
Membership
Meeting.

Alfred Hill, Army, Vietnam

Ernest L. Levins, Army, Vietham

Ben Balding, Navy, Vietham

George T. Bell, Army, WWII

Remembering Ours

- American Legion member for 53 years

- passed away October 25, 2008

New Information on Camp Lejeune Water Contamination

(Edi t or 0 sDublto limited
space, the
terd from Senator
on Post 138s bulll
also available via email & requests
can be sent to Mr. Partain at
mike.partain@tftptf.com or by
emailing the Post News at:
postl3newsletter@yahoo.com)

Veterans,

The attached letter is a golden op-
portunity for you to be heard and it
is extremely important that you

take action now. The attached letter
is from Senator Akaka who is C -
Chairman of the DOD/VA Senior
Oversight Committee. Senator
Akaka states in his letter that the
committee has heard from various
parties who have expressed con-
cerns about environmental expo-
sures to toxins among service mem-
bers including those who served
aboard Camp Lejeune.

As many of you already know, the

referen

e

federal government is protected
from suit by service members by a
Supreme Court case that has be-
come known as the Feres doctrine.
As a result of the Feres doctrine,
veterans must seek remedy for their
service connected injuries, including
exposure to toxins such as Agent
Orange and VOCs (Volatile Organic
Compounds), through the Veterans
Administration. To date, the VA
does not yet recognize VOC expo-
sure as a service-connected health
problem and thus there are no bene-
fits including health care and dis-
ability for your problems.

As evidence by this letter, our issue
has gotten the attention of the Sen-
ate Committee on Veteran's Affairs.
This largely thanks to the efforts of
Jerry Ensminger, The Byrons, and
Tom Townsend over the past 11
years to drag this issue into the spot
light. Now that the issue is getting
recognition, it is your turn to act

and stand up to be counted. An is-

sue such as this will only move for-
ward if there is weight of numbers
behind the cause.

You can help by writing a letter to
Chairman Akaka. In this letter you
need to detail the illnesses that are
or maybe related to your exposure
while aboard Camp Lejeune and
the impact these illnesses have had
upon your life and your family. This
is also your opportunity to comment
on why it has taken the Marine
Corps up to 28 years to notify you of
what happened at the base. We
need to continue to press for Marine
Corps involvement with the media
across the country instead of just
Jacksonville North Carolina. In-
form the Committee that you want
to see a hearing into this issue.

The Committee's fax number is 202 -
224-9575.

Mike Partain
mike.partain@tftptf.com



http://us.mc460.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mike.partain@tftptf.com
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Meetings :

Executive Committee (6:00 pm) December
11, January 8, February 12

General Membership  (6:30 pm): November
13, December 11, January 8.

Social (7:00 pm): January 22 ( No Social in
December ); please bring a salad or dessert.
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% Congratulations to American Legion Auxiliary

LAAAN

yPresident, Kathee Coughliny
¥Grand Marshall for the Vet¥

Auxiliary News

Pat Stallings,
President Unit 13

Upcoming Activities

Please contact indicated person to offer your assis-
tance, or for more information.

1 Luncheon at the Post, Tuesday, December 9 at
11:30a.m. Contact Carolyn Losey at 575 -7788. Please
bring a odollar giftoé or oOowh
exchange and a dish to pass.

9 Juniors making Christmas cards, Saturday December
13 from 10:00 am & noon. Contact Sandy Walker at 222 -
5238 or Sandra Shaffer at 907 -0509.

f Veteransd Christmas boxes,
from 8:00 am & 1:00 pm. Contact Hazel Connell at 575 -
396 & SdndlaQShaFfféll &t907 Y0501 O S

5VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV%

American Legion Auxiliary Department of
Florida redesigned its Web site. Its address is:
www.alafl.org From the site:

OFew people realize that:

1 The Auxiliary and the Legion are often centers for
community and civic activities in mid  -America, and
provide a focal point for citizens' involvement.

1 The Auxiliary raises more than $18 million every
year and reinvests those funds in VA medical centers
and community programs.

1 Thousands of hours are devoted to crime prevention
programs, instructing children, the elderly and the
general public on safety, crime prevention and pro-
tection within the commun

Please visit the site for more information.

a AL a
T o3 ooy L L% )

Membership: Please send your $20.00 for Seniors
and $3.00 for Juniors for 2009 dues to Sandra Shaffer,

P.O. Box 3974, Tallahassee, FL 32315 as soon as possible.
If you have already paid your dues and you receive a no-
tice from National, please disregard.

Welcome New Member:  unit 13 is pleased to
welcome Tanisha "Tani" Howard as it's newest member.
Welcome aboard, Tani! We look forward to working and
forming great friendships with you.

Thank You Thanks to everyone who help with  Pop-
pies . All donations go to help Veterans and their families
in need.

Be sure to read your current issue of National News and
check the national and Department websites regularly
as they have LOTS of important information.

Collections ...continue including school supplies, box
tops for education, drink tabs, aluminum cans, etc. We
are no longer collecting empty medicine containers.
Thanks to all for your donations.

Homeless Veterans Project  Please contact
Denna Green -Corbett at the VA Clinic (direct line 521 -
p593or her VA Cell phone 352 -339-5593) to make arrange-
ments to deliver the items to her.  She works Mon -Thurs
(8-5) and on Fri from 8 a.m. -12 p.m.)

If you have items (furniture, etc.) you may want to call
Denna to see if they can be delivered directly to a veteran
in need. Otherwise, please call ECHO (224 -3246), ask for
John Hinkle. When you inform him you are an ALA mem-
ber, he will make arrangements to promptly pick up the
furniture.

Please keep records of your donations for our end -of-year
reports to Congress. We also have a receipt form
that might be helpful.

CARE packages for the TROOPS : unit

13 has adopted several overseas troops and we are col-
lecting items to be sent to them. There will be a box in
the Auxiliary room for your donations. See Penny
Stansbury or Pat Stallings for a list of items that can be
sent.

Coupon Project: Thanks to ALL who have donated

coupons to our troops and their families!  Over $5,200 so
far has been sent to assist our "family members". They
can be used at the commissaries for up to six months out of
date. Penny Stansbury is in charge this project. Carol
Easom is helping out while Penny is out of town for family
business.
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Junior Auxiliary Member Selected for

Council

Junior Auxiliary Member
Janea Powell was selected from a
pool of talented student candi-
dates to serve on the March of
Dimes Chain Reaction Leadership
Council.

She will serve on the council
which meets once a month for two

VOLUME 43, ISSUE 12

Auxiliary News

Western Area Rally  will be February 28. As

directed by the Finance Committee, this is a Member-
ship and Public Relations function to include all

members of the Legion Family. It will be held in
Marianna. If you would be interested in helping to
prepare or participate, please let Pat Stallings (421 -
4190) know as she is the Western Area Membership
Chair.

The Plan of Work is now available. If you are inter-
ested in learning about our programs and organiza-
tion, being a Program Chairisa great way to learn.

years.

Congratulations Janea!

Janeads
of parents of Florida
High Softball team

phot|o Plgagqjcprgt%crsP)at Stallings for more information.

ALA Town -crier BIG THANK YOU to our ALA Members!!!

First, | would like to thank the
following Auxiliary and Legion
team members for volunteering
their time in distributing Poppies
on November 7t and 8th:

Hazel Connell and Jessie Miller,
Carol Easom and Jordan Putnam,
Vivian and Bob James, Juanita
LeCroy, Lois Hanna and Louise
Williams, Carolyn and Gerry Losey,
Melissa Sleeman and Sandra
Shaffer, Pat Stallings and Jim

(Last name unknown - Jim, | do
apologize!) Sandy Walker and Mike
Harrison, Merle and Lisa Zinck.

For those of you who may be un-
aware, the Poppies
proceeds are used to pay the veter-
ans at the Bay Pines VA Hospital
who make the poppies as part of
their rehabilitation with the re-
maining proceeds to benefit Veter-
ans-in-Need and their families and
CANNOT be used for any other
purpose. Thank you again for your
service and also to others who
maybe not only donated monies
but, and more importantly, helped
in keeping the meaning of the Pop-
pies alive by proudly wearing a
poppy. Please make sure we all
thank the Legion Members for
working with us on this most im-
portant event.

Second, | would also like to take this
time to thank the following Auxiliary
members who were involved in work-
ing with the many Legion members in
the set-up, serving, cooking, clean -up,
and re-setting up the Post for the Vet-
erands Day Thereweief ast .
quite a few of you who not only helped
decorate the float on Monday after-
noon, but also worked until almost
midnight setting up the Hall, then
returning several (!!!) hours later to
help cook, serve and cleanup. It was
amazing to see those still standing at
4:00 p.m. when | left.

Marj Brayfield Juanita LeCroy
Cindy Clark _ Carolyn Losey
Blazél Coprellr | b ut jessid Miller

Sharon Courey Sandy Walker
Carol Easom Louise Williams
Lois Hanna

Photo above: Lisa McGinley (left) and
Sandra Shaffer (right) distributed
poppies to benefit veterans.

(Please forgive me if | have left any-
one out.) This was the MOST amaz-
ing and rewarding event | have had
the pleasure of participating in since
being an Auxiliary member and | do
hope | never miss
Day Breakfast. This was the BEST
tired | have been in | can't remember
when.

tary Personnel f
Day with not only our events, but
events including the Traveling
Vietnam Memorial Wall and other
veteran service
events. lItis events such as these
that defines what our organization
is all about. God Bless You All.

ar

. ) Sincerely,
This was truly an outstanding turnout

of tribute, respect and gratitude being

) ) - Sandra Shaffer, Unit 131 st VP/
paid to our Veterans and Active Mili-

Membership Chairman

or

or

t h

gar
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Caring is Noticed More Than Ever
This time of the year - odelight, 6 a | ady put
Veterans Day - poppies are $71.00 in the poppy can.
given to all -comers, l.e. We noticed the amount
women, children, and men, and asked if she intended
for a donation. Poppies are to donate that much. She
made by veteransinVAhos- asked, 0$71.007?6 [and | said
pitals as part of their ther- 0Yes. O She said|that was
apy. Donations have been what she wanted to donate
received for many years to help the veterans. Photo courtesy of Allison Easom Wharton
from the public and again
this month. ~ Commander Charles and Pictured above, left to right, Unit 13 President Pat Stallings,

Much to my surprise and Mrs. Juanita LeCroy

Legionnaire Jim Brennan, and Unit 13 Secretary Carol Ea-
som, gathered donations for poppies.

Disney Offer to Qualified Veterans - Shades of
Green Resort

Mrs. Juanita LeCroy found this Web site: www.shadesofgreen.org
It is an Armed Forces Recreation Center on Walt Disney World Re-
sort property. To see if you are eligible to stay, please visit the site.

Many
oboo

Post 13

ThankYou - continued from Front Page

Sandy Walker, Sandra Shaffer, Gerald Blaisdell, Hazel Connell,
Jewell Steele, Carloyn Losey, Jessie Miller, Ed Tueton, Carla Reid,
Gina Mikesel, Bob James, Marge Brafield , Larry Johnson and oth-
ers who | have failed to list.

AGAIN, ALL OF YOU ARE TRULY APPRECIATED FOR CAR-
ING.
~ Commander Charles LeCroy

Busines

The Chaplainds Corne

a

= ] \:/i\:/

T

Heavenly Father, this is our prayer this day, a prayer for
guidance for those newly elected. We are thankful for those

whose terms will end, we than
Amen.
From Your Chaplain - May you all be blessed with the

Christmas Spirit and remember and pray for our loved ones
wherever they might be.

Your Post 13 Chaplain

Larry Johnson

rhi gh

hassee.

vocate,

(bopks

ated.
3730, a

way@g

Hultzman, a Legionnaire with

accepted to attend the Univer-
sity of Miami. His major is
Sports Administration with a
concentration in International
Sports Law, and minor in

though he is frequently asked
if he is any relation to televi-

Farewell and Good Luck !

of you may know hi
king agento6 and bar

for three years, was

s Administration. Al-

Photo courtesy

head (too much.)

We wish him continued good fortune with his

sion star Matthew Fox, of of Chris
~ Hultzman
Lost, he hasndt | et 1t go

er education and he

the Post whenever he can, when visits Talla-

Send a Box of Books to Our
Troops

Gary Callaway, Legionnaire and Judge Ad-

is leading the multi -media drive

PSR €% 5 ob we |

He has hundreds of items to'mail out to
our troops overseas, but needs our help -
appropriate boxing/mailing material, post-
age, and funding would be greatly appreci-

His telephone number is (832) 788 -
nd his email address is: GaryCCalla-
mail.com for more information.




